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Odeh, Fayez appointed to Senate 

AMMAN (Peira) A Royal Decree was issued on 
Saturday appointing Adnan Abu Odeh and Sami Ad 

ST^ 8 ofthe Upper Hou “ ° f 
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Egypt orders seizure of 
suspected Israeli spy’s property 

CAIRO {AFPs — An Egyptian coun on Saturday 
ordered police in seize the property of an Egyptian 
accused of drug trafficking and suspected of spying 
fur Israel, judicial officials said. The property court 
ordered the seizure of property end funds belonging 10 
Samhan Musa Muteir. who was arrested in December 
on charges uf drag trafficking. Muleir is being 
charged over a 30-year involvement in smuggling 
drugs on Egypt's eastern border with Israel as well as 
on the northern and southern coasts of the Sinai penin- 
sula, an official said. "The investigation showed that 
he had contact with the Israeli intelligence services 
which furnished him with drugs in exchange for infor- 
mation he collected for them,"’ the official added. 
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AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Saturday 
criticised the Israeli pre- 
mier as inconsistent in his 
statements regarding the 
peace process and urged, 
the Jewish state to abandon 
its ‘‘fortress mentality.” 

King Hussein also 

expressed regret over 

Thursday's killin g of nine 
Palestinians by Israeli sol- 
diers during clashes in 
Gaza. 

“It is a sign of despair,” 
he said of the violence 
sparked in the Palestinian 
self-rule areas on the 50th 
anniversary of the 

“nakbeh" (catastrophe') — 
the 1948 war which result- 
ed in the establishment of 
the state of Israel on parts 
of British -mandate Pales- 
tine. 

Voicing Jordan's increas- 
ing frustration with the 
intransigent policies of the 
Likud-led government of 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, the King said 
be had been “rather puz- 
zled” by recent “contradic- 
tory statements” by the 
Israeli premier. 

“In one interview he was 
suggesting that peace 
should be between govern- 
ments and not people. 

“I have never heard of 
any peace that is meaning- 
ful that is not between peo- 
ple as well,” the King told a 
joint press conference with 
visiting Swiss President 
Flavio Cotti. 

“Yet he contradicts him- 
self in a later statement by 
saying that peace between 
governments is just pieces 
of papers that have no 
nieaning, and that security 
is an essential part,” the 
King said. 

Mr. Netanyahu, currently 
in the U.S. for high-level 
talks on the stalled peace 
process, has been trying to 
justify his refusal to carry 
out long overdue troop 
redeployments from the 
West Bank. 

He has repeatedly said 
that a U.S. proposal for an 
Israeli withdrawal from a 
further 13.1 pier cent of the 
West Bank exposed Israel 
to unacceptable security 



His Majesty King Hussein and Swiss President Flavio 
Cotti shakes hands in Amman Saturday (Photo by Yousef 


risks, 

But “without peace and 
without the overwhelming 
minority of people that 
believe in peace defending 
it, working for it, believing 
in it, security can never 
really be a reality,” the 
King said. 

Slamming Israel for 
rebuffing Washington's lat- 
est attempt to salvage the 
peace process, the King 
said "the U.S. was inviied 
as a partner to make 
peace... and cannot be 
regarded as a messenger, 
but it has the right to offer 
its ideas and thoughts. 

"Our Palestinian brethren 
have accepted these ideas 
and thoughts fully. There is 
a problem now with the 
Israeli government, appar- 
ently,” the King said. 

“We will wait and see 
how things develop, but I 
hope we will move away 
from Israel being a fortress 
and Israelis being forced to 
"live" in a""foitress with a 
fortress mentality," he 


added. 

Mr. Cotti said Switzer- 
land '"understands .[Jor- 
dan's] realistic and, in the 
short-term, quite pes- 
simistic view of the situa- 
tion." 

After what he described 
as “frank, substantial and 
deep discussions" with the 
King, Mr. Cotti stressed 
that the two countries 
shared the same concern 
over the negative impact of 
the 14-month stalemate in 
the peace process on peo- 
ple’s lives, and agreed on 
the need for addressing the 
human dimension of Mid- 
dle East issues. 

Palesiinian-Israeli peace 
talks have been frozen 
since last March, when Tel 
Aviv started construction 
works for a Jewish settle- 
ment in Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

“1 believe there is only 
one w’ay (to break the dead- 
lock!. and that way is called 
dialogue and respect of the 
signed agreements," stated 


Mr. Cotti, on the second leg 
of a four-day Mideast tour 
which took him to Gaza for 
talks with Palestinian Pres- 
ident Yasser Arafat on Fri- 
day. 

At the bilateral level. 
King Hussein and Mr. Coni 
hailed the friendly relations 
between Amman and Bern. 

Later on Saturday. His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasson and the 
Swiss president discussed 
means 10 activate economic 
cooperation and enhance 
interaction between the pri- 
vate sectors of the two 
countries. 

The Crown Prince 
reviewed Jordan's efforts to 
encourage regional cooper- 
ation and build peace and 
stability, referring to the 
call for establishing a 
regional conflict resolution 
centre on the basis of a 
code of conduct to which 
ail concerned countries 
would subscribe. 

The Swiss president, 
accompanied by a delega- 
tion of parliamentarians 
and businesspersons, is 
scheduled to start a two- 
day visit to the Jewish state 
today for talks with his 
Israeli counterpart, Ezer 
Weizmann. 

Following are excerpts 
from His Majesry King 
Hussein's address at a din- 
ner banquet in honour of 
the Swiss president, Satur- 
day: 

Your Excellency, 

I would like to seize this 
opportunity on behalf of 
the people and government 
of Jordan to welcome you 
on this visit to Jordan 
which delighted us. It has 
brought alive the man}' 
contacts between our peo- 
ples at all levels 3nd in all 
times. .And it has also given 
us the opportunity to dis- 
cuss the current situation in 
the region regarding the 
dream to which we are 
committed, thar is a com- 
prehensive peace and 
putting an end to the obsta- 
cles chat appear in its way. 
They are serious now. 
more than they ever 

(Continued on page 7) 
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The Rose City’s Siq restored 

xj* - _ * c ™« President Flavio Cotti inaugurate new restorations of Petra's siq (entrance) Sat- 

ofToaxWXS. Kluji watch „ the ». cut, the ribbon (sec 

8 * 0r y On page 3) (Petra pboto) 


King, Arafat discuss latest 

violence, U.S. peace efforts 


Violence is expression of despair 


King 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Time; 

AMMAN — Hi> Majesty 
King Hussein and Palestinian 
President Yavser Arafat or. 
Samrday discussed the lores: 
outbreak of Middle East 1 «o 
lence and Israel's refu-.il :o 
make j further troop with- 
drawal from J3.J per cere of 
■die West Bank. 

Palestinian ambassador to 
Jordan. Omar Kharib. said 
both leaders discussed the 14- 
momh deadlock in Middle 
East peace-making during a 
one-houT meeting in Amman. 
The King and President 
Arafat are w omed that further 
tension could destobilLse the 
region, he added. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, Royal Cr-un 
Chief Faye 2 Tarawneh and 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali also attended the meet- 
ing. 

Hours earlier. Foreign Min- 
ister Jaw ad Anani delivered a 
verbal message from King 
Hussein to Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak on wavs 

P 

to restart the peace process. 

King Hussein and Mr. 
.Arafat also evaluated U.S. 
efforts to bring peace talks 
between the Palestinians and 
Israelis back on track, added 
Mr. Kharib. 

“President Arafat briefed 
His Majesty on the confronta- 
tion between angTy Palestini- 
ans and the Israeli army in 
different parts of the self-rule 
areas." Mr. Khatib told the 
Jordan Times. 

Palestinian frustration 
boiled over onto the streets on 
Thursday when hundreds of 
thousands of people marked 
the nakbeh. or "catastrophe" 
— the term Arabs use in 
describing the 194S war that 
led to Israels creation and the 
expulsion of many Palestini- 
ans from their homes and vil- 
lages. 

Thursday's unreal was the 
bloodiest in the West Bari: 
and the Gaza Strip in almost 
two years. Israeli troops shot 
dead nine Palestinians, 
according to the Palestinian 
National Authority. Indepen- 
dent sources have placed the 
death toll at five. 

The deadlcck in talks has 
fuelled decades of frustrated 
Palestinian efforts to regain 
occupied .Arab land and 
achieve effective self-rule. 

Jordan condemned the vio- 
lence and held Israel respon- 
sible for the consequences. 

Prior to his meeting with 
Mr. Araiai. the King told 
reporters that the recent vio- 
lence was a reaction to 
"despair'' among the Pales- 
tinians. 

"It is verv rearenablc that 



His Majesty King Hussein and His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan welcome 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat in Amman, Saturday (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 

3 Palestinians injured in Hebron 
clashes, 18 arrested in Jerusalem 


HEBRON : Agrnc:e> 1 — Israeli soldiers hit 
three Palestinian stone-throwers with robber- 
coated mead bullets during clashes in the tense 
West Bari city of Hebron on Saturday, witness- 
es said. 

The clashes started when dozens of Palestin- 
ian and Jewish scalers threw stones at each other 
near a Jewish enclav e in the heart of the divided 

Ci!v. 

m 

Lroeii soldiers moved in hoping to act as a 
buffer. The Palestinians then began llirowing 
nicks and petrol bombs ai the soldiers, who ini- 
tially responded with percussion grenades but 
larer fired nfr/oer-coa^d metal bullets. 

Hebron has LmiitionaJJy been a flashpoint of 
violence. About 400 Jewish settlers live and 
study ;r. the city centre among more than 
IGJLUjJ Poiesiiniaiis. 

Palesrinian demonstrators also clashed with 
Israeli police in Arab east Jerusalem on Satur- 
day. _r.c is people were Ltresied. a p=4'cc 
spokesmen -cjd. 

Demc ra motor- Lhrew sieves at a police suiion. 
causing tmjup* 10 resp«:*nd with rubbcr-coai eJ 
bullets. V.lraeises said ->even Palestinians were 
injured, some fri:<m the bullets and others from 
Wows. 

”\Ve dispersed ‘ihem." said police spokesman 
Shrnuel Ben-Rufev. "Thev came with the inten- 


tion of asacking the police station." 

There was no immediate word on the condi- 
tion of those injured in Hebron and Jerusalem. 

A 14-month deadlock in peace-making has 
tanned frustration among the Palestinians over 
decades-long efforts to regain occupied Arab 
land. 

Israel's right-wing Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has blocked progress on peace 
moves by refusing an American proposal to 
transfer a further 1 ? per cent of West Bank land 
to Palestinian rule. 

Washington insists that Israel must make a 
second troop withdrawal as a prelude to final 
peace negotiations. 

Palestinian President Yasser .Aralat has accept- 
ed the American initiative aimed at reviving the 
peace process. 

Meanwhile, eighteen Palestinians were amesr- 
e»i during protests in east Jerusalem on Saturday 
ai'scr a group of them huried stones at Israeli 
police and border guards during a demonstration 
in the Hoiy City, the police said Palestinian 
sources said Israeli rc»lice beat three Palestinians 

V 

as dozens of students threw stones and empty 
bottles at a police station in Arab east Jerusalem, 
which the Jewish state cccupied and illegally 
annexed in 1967. 


violence has occurred" he 
said "I believ e v iolence i« an 
expression of despair." 

Progress on peace moves 
has been blocked by right- 
wing Israeli Prime Nlinister 
Benvamin Netanvahu's 

P ■ 

relusai to hand over a further 
1 3 per cent of West Bank land 
to Palestinian rule under the 
interim land-for-peace agree- 
ments he inherited from his 
more moderate predecessors. 

Mr. Khatib said that Mr. 


Arafat's brief visit was pan of 
continued ‘'coordination" 
between the two sides. 

“The two leaders also dis- 
cussed the necessity to hold 
an Arab meeting to discuss 
the deadlock in the process," 
he added. 

He said Palestinians were 
“waiting for the outcome of 
U.S. efforts to convince the 
Israeli side to accept its pro- 
posals to withdraw from the 
Palestinian" territories. 


'There is despair among the 
Palestinian people and any 
further delay in Israeli rede- 
ployment will make Palestini- 
ans more and more frustrated 
and lead them to think of 
other ways to regain their 
rights," Nir. Khatib said. 

“The adamant stand of the 
Israeli government will renew 
violence not only in the Pales- 
tinian territories but Jso in 
the region as a whole.” the 
ambassador said. 


Lebanon dismisses Netanyahu’s 
U.N. statements on withdrawal 


BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanon's foreign 
minister dismissed Saturday Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's assurances to comply 
with a IJ.N resolution that calls for a 
withdrawal from southern Lebanon. 

Mr. Netanyahu said Friday that he 
had told U.N. Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan that Israel was ready to abide 
by U.N. Security Council Resolution 
425 and 10 withdraw from Lebanon as 
soon as possible. 

“We made it clear that as far as 
Israel is concerned, we are ready to 
implement Resolution 425 ... We 
added no conditions, no requirement 
for a peace treaty with Lebanon, 
although we would like one," Mr. 
Netanyahu said Friday in New York. 

Israel's government decided in 
March to endorse the resolution. But 


Netanyahu: We are 
ready to implement 
Resolution 425 ... we 
added no conditions , 
no requirement for a 
peace treaty 

Israeli Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai said he would only pull 
back troops after he has negotiated 
security arrangements with the 
Lebanese government. 

"Israel should get out unconditional- 
ly and is not entitled to spoils from its 
invasion and occupation." Lebanese 
Foreign Minister Fans Bouez told the 


Voice of Lebanon radio station. 

He ruled out a complete Israeli with- 
drawal. saying Mr. Netanyahu would 
only stage a partial pullout to quiet 
critics at home. 

"Netanyahu doesn’t believe in a 
thing called peace.” Mr. Bouez said. 

Israel wants the Lebanese army to 
disarm the Shiite Muslim Hizbollah 
guerrilla group and to deploy its 
troops throughout southern Lebanon. 
Lebanon has rejected the proposal, 
saying it wants Israel to leave without 
conditions. 

Syria, the main power in Lebanon, 
has also rejected the offer, saying 
Israel's withdrawal should not be 
negotiated separately from an agree- 
ment on the return of the Golan 
Heights, occupied in 1967. 
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Syria denounces ‘ Gaza 


massacre,’ calls on 


U.S. to punish Israel 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Official Syrian media on 
Saturday denounced “the. 
massacre in Gaza” which 

left nine Palestinians dead 
and called on Washington to 
punish Israel. 

”Bv the massacre in Gaza. 
Israel once again showed its 
true aggressive, racist and 
terrorist face and its hostili- 
ty to peace.” the daily 
Tishrin wrote. 

“What happened Thurs- 
day in Gaza proved the hos- 
tility of Israeli leaders 
toward peace.” it said, 
adding that “the [U.N.] 
Security Council should 


investigate the crimes and 
killings by the Israeli gov- 
ernment of [Prime Minister] 
Benyamin Netanyahu.” 

Nine Palestinians were 
killed by Israeli soldiers 
who opened fire on protest- 
ers in the Gaza Strip and 
West Bank marking the 
50th anniversary of A1 
Nakbeh. or “the catastro- 
phe,” as Arabs refer to the 
founding of Israel in 194S. 

Tishrin also called on 
Washington to "assume its 
responsibilities in tbe peace 
process by checking Israel’s 
aggression, by stopping its 
aid [to the Israeli govern- 


ment], and punishing it if 
necessary." 

AJ Thawra newspaper 
'said the Israeli prime minis- 
ter "is mocking the 
international community in 
speaking about peace and 
making peace in his own 
way as the United States 
stands by with its arms 
crossed, not even asking 
him to stop the bloodbath in 
Palestine and Lebanon." 

It called on Arabs to adopt 
“a united position in face of 
American partiality toward 
Israel [and] to cease the pol- 
icy of normalisation with 
the Jewish state.” 


Egypt accuses Israel of ‘manipulation’ 



NEWS IN BRIE 


Iranian customs officials sentenced 
to death for coimption 





TEHRAN (AFP) Three Iranian customs ofiSdafeand 

a business broker were sentenced to death Satnrda&'gpd 
21 others sentenced to prison terms of up to 21-y^in 
connection with a corruption sca ndal , state tElcyjsiQn 
said. A court also suspended nine other customs officials 
from the civil service for between three years to Gfe jh 
co nn ection with fraud at the customs office of Tehran, s 
Mehrabad airport, and handed down fines to seven oth- 
ers. The 41 people were part of a ring involved milk- 
gal exports” at the airport customs office, the tek vision 
said. The ring was uncovered following the arrest o£ the 
former deputy head of Mehrabad s custom s office Reza 
Tutunchi and former head of airport customs Mohan> 
mad Samadi, the report said. Tutunchi was grrta :: 10 
years in jail and fined 450 million ri al s ($130,000). 


Palestinians arrest Arab- Israeli TV journalist 
over report on religious tension 


A coal miner carrys his pickaxe Saturday as be joins nearly 30,000 Turkish workers 
mar c hing through the streets of Ankara to protest government plans to privatise 
dozens of state- run enterprises this year (AFP photo) 


30,000 Turkish workers stage 


over West Bank redeployment offer 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt 
accused Israel on Saturday of 
“unacceptable manipulation” 
in proposing a nine percent 
pullback horn the West Bank, 
a figure it said undermines die 
U.S. proposal to restart the 
peace process. 

“This is unacceptable 
manipulation, because it 
undermines the whole Ameri- 
can proposal [and now] it 
seems that there is no hope of 
an Israeli pullback of the U.S.- 
proposed scope.” Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
said 

Washington is pushing Israel 
to pull back from a further 
13.1 percent of the West Bank, 
but Israel has so far offered to 


hand over another nine percent 
to the Palestinians, saying a 
greater withdrawal would 
threaten its security. 

During meetings this week 
with U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright in Wash- 
ington. Israeli Prune Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu offered 
to cede nine percent to the 
Palestinians with another two 
percent at a later date provided 
there were additional security 
guarantees, according to 
Israeli press reports. 

Mr. Musa said after meeting 
with his counterpart Jawad 
Anani and Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak that Mr. 
Netanyahu's proposal repre- 
sented “no progress" and 


showed that Israel ' was not 
serious about the peace 
process. 

Dr. Anani said Jordan and 
Egypt needed to coordinate 
“now that the region is about 
to go through a very difficult 
period.” 

'Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat needs Arab support 
and assistance and diplomatic 
efforts have to continue to be 
deployed.” 

Mr. Mubarak is due to visit 
France on Monday for a three- 
day state visit during which he 
will meet French President 
Jacques Chirac on the state of 
the peace process, which has 
been deadlocked since March 
last year. 


rally against privatisation 


BETHLEHEM (AFP) — Palestinian security arrested a 
journalist for an Israeli television station Saturday over a 
report on tensions between Christians and Muslims in 
Bethlehem, a Palestinian source said. Fayez Omar, who 
works for the Arab service of Israeli public television, 
was arrested at his home in tbe self-rule West Bank town 
after the Palestinian National Authority deemed the 
report “false and provocative" and said it “sabotages the 
image of Palestinians.” 
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Turkish jet returns to airport after bomb threat 


German foreign minister to Itirkey 


KOBLENZ ( AFP) — German 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel 
has accepted an invitation to 
visit Turkey to tty to normalise 
strained bilateral relations, the 
newspaper Rhein-Zeitung said 
in its Saturday edition. 

Turkey has been angry at 
Germany since a European 
Union (EU) summit in Decem- 
ber snubbed its request for EU 
admission. 

Ankara accuses Bonn of 
being behind the EU's decision 
to exclude Turkey from a list of 
potential new EU member 
states. Both the German gov- 


ernment and the EU have 
denied this. 

In an interview. Mr. Kinkel 
told the paper he had been 
invited to Ankara by his Turk- 
ish counterpart Ismail Cem. 
although the dare was not yet 
set 

Mr. Kinkel said of the diplo- 
matic impasse: “It's lime we 
got out of this rut” 

Relations reached a new low 
in March, when Turkey's 
Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz 
likened Germany's European 
policy to the aggressive 
“Lebensraum” theory of 


Hitler’s Third Reich, a state- 
ment Mr. Kinkel described as a 
“fit of madness." 

Callin g on Ankara .in the 
interview to cease publicly 
attacking Germany. Mr. Kinkel 
said: 'Turkey is a candidate 
[for EU membership] bur it 
will take time.” 

Tbe minister identified tbe 
main obstacles to Turkey’s EU 
membership as its occupation 
of northern Cyprus together 
with unresolved problems 
involving Turkey's Kurdish 
minority and the Turkish 
human rights record. 


ANKARA (AFP) — Nearly 
30.000 Turkish workers 

marched Saturday through the 
streets of Ankara to protest 
government plans to privatise 
dozens of state-run enterprises 
this year 

The rally was staged by the 
Turkish Confederation of 

Trade Unions, or Turk-Is, the 
country's largest trade union 


group, which has more than 
1.5 million members. 

Trade union leaders accused 
the government of threatening 
a major wave of unemploy- 
ment with the planned privati- 
sation. 

Conservative Prime Minister 
Mesut Y flmaz 's government 
last month privatised service 
licenses for mobile telecom- 


munications, raising one bfl- 
lion dollars from tbe sale to 
two mobile phone operators. 

The government also plans 
to privatise several state-run 
batiks, power plants and ports 
tins year. Mr. Yilmaz bas said 
be expects to raise nine billion 
dollars in 199S from the largest 
privatisation wave in Turkey’s 
hisccMy. 


Yemeni PM forms new 


government, few changes 


SANAA (AFP) — Yemen's 
new Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Iriyani selected a new 
government on Saturday, with 
only a few changes in the top 
economic cabinet posts. 

The move foflowed the resig- 
nation two weeks ago of former 
premier Faraj Ben Ghanem 
after bitter wrangling with Pres- 
ident Ali Abdullah Saleh over 
economic reforms for Yemen, 
one of the world's poorest 
countries. 

Tbe major change was the 
appointment of former plan- 
ning and development minis ter 
Abdul Kader Bajammal as 
deputy prime minister and as 
foreign ministet the post for- 
merly held by Mr Iriyani. 

Mr. Bajammal, who joined 
the government during the civil 
war between northern and 
southern forces in 1994, was 
replaced in the planning min- 
istry by former industry minis- 


ter Ahmad Mohammad Sufon. 

Taking over tbe industry port- 
folio is former trade minister 
Abdul Rahman Mohammad 
Ali Othman, who is replaced 
by Abdul Aziz Kumayem 

Three key ministers retained 
their posts: Defence Minister 
Mohammad Daifallah 
Mohammad, Interior Minister 


Hussein Arab and Justice Min- 
ister Ismail "WaziE 

This is Mr. Iriyam’s second 
.term as prime .minister, after- 
serving three years from Octo- 
ber 1980 to November 1983, 
and he has also been secretary 
general of the president's ruling 
General People's Congress 
since 1995. 

Most of the cabinet's 30 
members belong to the GPC. 

Mr. Iriyani has held several 
gove rnm ent posts since 1968 
and like his predecessor is con- 
sidered a financial expert and 
good administrator 


KHARTOUM (AFF) — 
Sudanese rebels have tried in 
vain to capture the Hijlieg oil 
~4Se4dff"of 1 Wesr Kordofan; ‘the 
armed forces spokesman 
l‘ farmed Saiurd^annouficing a 


Egypt demands Sudan extradite suspect in Mubarak death plot 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt sod Saturday 
it is seeking the extradition from Sudan 
of a third Egyptian Islamist accused of 
taking part in the 1995 assassination 
attempt on President Hosni Mubarak. 

An Egyptian security official said 
Cairo handed over the name of Islam A1 
Gharrui alias Ezrat Yassin, a leader of 
Egypt's main armed Islamic opposition 
group, the Gamaa Islamiyya. 

Egypt accuses Mr. Ghamri of plan- 
ning the 1995 attack against Mr. 


Mubarak in the Ethiopian capital Addis 
Ababa, along with Gamaa military chief 
Mustafa Hamza and Mohammad Sirag. 

Mr. Mubarak has accused Sudan of 
serving as a haven fix the attack's plan- 
ners. but Khartoum denies the charge 
and has said Mr. Hamza and Mr. Sirag 
have long left its territory. 

Egypt and Sudan began taking steps 
to normalise relations at the end of last 
year but have made on-agairu off-asain 
progress. 


Egypt denies claims of no 
visas to Sudanese 


Earlier Saturday. Egypt denied claims 
it had slopped issuing visas to Sudanese 
nationals. 

“Tbe Egyptian consulate in Khartoum 
is continuing to grant visas to Sudanese 
in line with regulations currently in 
force ” foreign ministry official Mustafa 
Abdul Aziz said. 


An Egyptian consulate official told 
reporters in Khartoum on Friday that the 
office had been ordered to stop granting 
entry visas to Sudanese nationals “until 
further notice fix security reasons.” 

An official Sudanese newspaper also 
repotted on Friday that over the past two 
days more than 15 Sudanese passengers 
have been ordered back to Sudan from 
Cairo's international airport 
though they possessed visas. 


even 


Sudan rebels 


ANKARA (AP) — An Istanbul-bound Turkish Airlines 
jet with 130 passengers aboard returned to Ankara after 
a bomb threat and made a safe emergency landing Sat- 
urday. No one was injured, a news report said The pas- 
sengers, including Turkish Culture Minister Istemihan 
Talay, were evacuated immediately after the landing, the 
Anatolia News Agency said Security personnel who 
searched the plane found no evidence of a bomb on the 
jet, tbe agency reported The Boeing 737 aircraft. Flight 
TK119, had taken off for Istanbul at 10:30 a.m. Tbe 
bomb threat came from an unidentified person who 
called Ankara's Esenboga Airport about 20 minutes after 
the plane took off, the report said 


accused of 


Lebanon to hang double murderers 


attempting 


to control 


oil fields 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Two men convicted for a double 
murder three years ago will be publicly hanged next 
week, tbe first executions in Lebanon in just over a year, 
a judicial official said on Saturday. Wissam Nayef Iss, 
46, and Hassan Abu HabL convicted of shooting dead a 
man and his sister during an attempted burglary in 1995, 
will be hanged in the central square of Tabaija, a town 
north of Beirut, on Tuesday. A total of 12 people have so 
far been executed in Lebanon since 1994, including two 
Syrian soldiers and an Egyptian national, despite calls by 
several human rights groups for the death penalty to be 
abolished. The nationality of the two men to be hanged 
is not known. 


Police destroy drag plantation in eastern Lebanon 


death coll of more than 90. 

General Abdul Rahman Israel 
Khetim accused the Sudan Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Army (SPLA) 
of seeking to control the fields 
but said they had been beaten 
bock 

la an interview published by 
the A1 Rai Ai Aam daily Satur- 
day, Gen. Khetim said recent 
raids by the (SFLA) on tbe bor- 
der of central Kordofan 
province and neighbouring 
BahrAl Ghazal were aimed & 
“opening a route to the oil fields 
in Hijlieg area.” 

The rebels were reported to 
have made several attacks in tbe 
past week on tribes in the area, 
killing dozens of civilians and 
stealing thousands of livestock. 


BEIRUT (AP) — Police destroyed a poppy field near the 
ancient Roman town of Baalbek Saturday as part of the 
government’s crackdown on illegal drugs in Lebanon, 
security officials said. Some 50 drug enforcement offi- 
cers destroyed about 10 kilometres of hashish plantation 
in the village of Youneen, 30 kilometres Northeast of 
Baalbek in eastern Lebanon, said the officials, speaking 
on customary condition of anonymity. They gave no fur- 
ther details. Lebanon's drug trade thrived during the law- 
less days of the 1975-90 civil war, especially in the east- 
ern Bekaa Valley. Since the end of the conflict, tbe 
Lebanese army, backed by Syrian security forces 
deployed in the region, has destroyed most of tbe 
hashish plantations. 
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Russian lawmakers approve air service with Israel 


However, the spokesman said 
“joint efforts by tbe armed 
forces and the civilians blocked 
tbe road to the oil fields.” 

He added that 56 civilians 
were killed in tbe attacks, while 
casualties among tbe rebels in 
the counter-attacks "are now 
being counted.” 


MOSCOW (AP) — Lawmakers have approved an 
agreement allowing regular air service between Russia 
and IsraeL The agreement, approved Friday, calls for 
regular passenger and cargo flights between Moscow 
and St. Petersburg in Russia and Tel Aviv and Eilat in 
Israel, the ITAR-TASS news agency said. Airlines 
would also be able to take passengers on to third coun- 
tries. Lawmakers said the air links should foster the 
development of economic and political relations 
between Moscow and Israel, which only restored diplo- 
matic relations in 199 1 after a 24-year rupture caused by 
the 1967 Arab-Israeli war. 
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IORDAN TEI.EVISION 

Tel 77 m / -19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
15:10 Cartoon — Pumpkin 
Patch 

15:20 Cartoon — The Pink Pan- 
| ther 

' 15:30 Skippy 

16:00 The American Chart Show 

I 17:00 In The Wild 
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St Joseph Church TeL 4624590 


WEATHER 


Ferdows pharmacy 77S336 Abdali Tel. Repairs 3661101 Ibn Sina Hospital (09>9&6732 

AJ Asema pharmacy — 4637055 Jordan Television 773111 AJ Hikma Modem Hospital 
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Terra Sancta Church Tel. Bulletin supplied by the Depart- Nairoukh pharmacy 4623672 Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

4622366 ment of Meteorology Al Salam pharmacy — 4636730 Water Authority 3680 100 

Anglican Church Tel. Temperatures are expected to rsie Yacoub pharmacy 4644945 J. Electricity Authority 815615 ERBID: 

46Z4S5.V46248JL significantly with relative warm Shmeisani pharmacy 4637660 Electric Power Co«~ 4636381 Princess 

— French Programme Afrem Syrian Orthodox and dusty weather conditions, pre- Najib pharmacy 5347632 RJ Flight Information 44-53200 

Church Tel. 77 1751. vailing, clouds appearing at differ- ERBID: Queen Alia Inti. Airport ...44-53200 Greek 

Amman International Church ent altitudes, and winds southeast- Dn Ahmad Qanu 281484 

Tel. 865897 erly to southwesterly moderate. AJ Quds pharmacy ( — ) HOSPITALS Ibn Al 

German -speaking Evangelical Temperatures are expected to drop ZARQA: 

Congregation Tel. 5688404 on Monday. In Aqaba, it will be Dr, Samir Al La wzi 989601 AMMAN: 


(09)990990 18:00 

18:45 
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J 19:00 -Le Journal 

’ 19:15 French Programme — Sci- 
] ence Magazine (E=M6) 


19:10 

Basina Hospital 20:15 London, Geneva (RJ) 13:20 Ziondon (RJ) 

._-_ r (02)275555 2fc25 Madrid, Aqaba (RJ; 13 l 20 Athens (RJ) 

Hospital 21^0 — Vienna (RJ) 21:00 New Delhi (RJ) 
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19i30 -News Headlines 


19^5 Life's Most Embarrassing 
Moments 


Tbe Evangelical Local Church warm and dusty, winds northerly Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 The ArabCentre for Heait aid Special AQABA: 


modeate. and sea s calm. 


EMERGENCIES 


Surgay 5921 199 
The Isiairbc, Abdii 


5666131/7 


: 20:00 Documentary — Taste of - m Amman TeL SI 1295 
| ■V frlca Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 

j 2lfc30 Talk Show Challenges Day Saints Tel. 4654932 MiiuTVlax. temp. Hussein Medical Centre TeL 5 856S56 

,21:10 Drama — Renegade §t_ John the Baptist at De la Amman.- —.14/31 Food Control Centre.- 4637 UI Uranila 4630195 

22:00 News in English Salle College Tel. 566 1 757 Aqaba 20/36 Gvil Defence Dejartmrt 5661 1 1 1 Khalidi Maternity.— .464428 W6 

, 22t30 Cornell! Church of tbe Annunciation TeL Deserts 12/33 Civil Defence Immediate Rescue Alaleh Maremity. .4642441/2 

Jordan Valley 18/35 -4630341 Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

4646I3S Yesterday's high temperatures: Rescue ft&e 192.4621111,4637777 

Church of Presentation, Swei- Amman 25. Aqaba 32 Humidi- Fire Brigade —.4617101 

PRAYER TIMES 


Nafees Hospital 22^5 Rome, Istanbul (RJ) 

(02)247100 82* 

Other Flights 23:00 <&] 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)31411 1 06-30 Tel Aviv (LA; „ 

llti)0 _ 23:40 — Sanaa (RJ) 


. ■ iin - 

’•tl.i v ' 

. 'L-. . 

z . 

H 1 . r r 
» ■ 

^ >,i 


* 

■ i if4| 


... r 1 tiw/ . u.r f , . 

Bangkok (RJ) ^ u >' 


•v 






i 23^9 .. Comedy — The Nanny -16371 10 
, 00:30 •—■••End ol T.X. Greek Orthodox Church TeL 


FOR THE TRAVELLE1 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 
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Malhas. J. Amman. .4636140 This information is supplied by 


fieh TeL 5920146 

The Uniate Catholic Church 

04:03 .■ — Fajr TeL 4624757 

' 05:33 — (Sunrise) Duha The English-Language Cat hnKe 

! 12 -32 Dhuhr Parish TeL 46 14190 

16:13 'Asr Evangelical Free Church TeL 

: I9i31 Maghreb 892679 

1 21:00 ‘Isha The Baptist Church TeL 

4628052 

| CHURCHES The Armenian Catholic Church 

TeL 771331 

• r,. ,, ... ~ . The Armenian Orthodox 

i Charcb Chun* TeL 775261 

i S weifieh, TeL 3920740 

| Assemblies of God Church TeL 


ty readings: Amman 35 percent. Blood Bank 775121 

Aqaba 42 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Braun Karsdsbeh -.4389200 

Dr. RarariMazzawi 894788 

Dr. Salman Daboubi 776751 

Dr. KhalidAbdo .4657129 

Firas pharmacy 5661912 


Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police. 896390 

Public Security Dept. 4630321 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints. 5661176 

Sewoag?CC(Tphints_897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints Amal Hospital 

..... 7 8'/ 1 1 1 

Telephone Information (directory ZARQA: 

assistance) — -121 Zarqa Govt Hospital 

Overseas Calls 0 1 0230 — — (09)983323 

Central Amman Telephone Zarqa National Hospital 

Repairs 4623101 409)900560 


Palestine. Shmeisani ....5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 5669131 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

AJ-Ahli. Abdali 5664 1 64/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. .77511 1/26 

Army, Marka .891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 

5674155 


Royal Jordanian (RJl information 21:40 
department as the Queen Alia 22:20 
International Airport TeL (44) 23:35 
53200-5, where it should always be 23:40 
verified. Information on other flights 01:15 
can be supplied on phone (44) 04:15 
(52700) 
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Queen, Swiss President Cotti Medical association calls for boycott of 
inaugurate restored Petra siq seminar expected to include Israeli doctors 


AMMAN (J.T,) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor and the 
president of the Swiss Confed- 
eration, Flavio Cotti, on Satur- 
day inaugurated the restored 
historic siq (passageway) 
leading into Petra, according 
to a press release. 

The siq. a natural gorge that 
the Nabataeans used as their 
entrance to the city of Petra 
was excavated, consolidated 
and restored with Swiss fund- 
ing. 

Ln November 1993. Jordan 
and the Swiss Confederation 
signed an agreement to reduce 
the country's external debt and 
create a counterpart fund Fif- 
teen per cent of the fund was 
allocated to the preservation 
and development of tourism in 
Petra. 

The Petra National Trust 
tPNTk a non-governmental 
organisation for the preserva- 
tion of Petra became the ben- 
eficiary of the fund. 

The PNT. in cooperation 
with the Department of Antiq- 
uities, financed the exposure 
of the original pavement of the 
siq and its consolidation as 
well as the restoration of the 
components of the Nabataean 
systems flanking the siq to 
protect it from flash floods. 

Queen Noor, PNT honorary 
chairperson and patron, said 
that this event not only hon- 
ours “our Jordan ian-Swiss 
partnership in conserving and 
rehabilitating the siq" but also 
recreates and perpetuates “the 


positive values thai inspired 
the Nabataeans to groat deeds 
in their time." 

The Queen noted that the 
Nabataean legacy "reminds us 
that we can best promote sus- 
tainable human and economic 
development by respecting 
our environment, our heritage 
and the dignity of our fellow 
human beings." 

She expressed her hope that 
the start to “our journey 
together [would lead to] a 
world defined by beauty and 
creativity, enriched by the 
forces of productivity and 
cross-cultural interaction, and 
perpetuated by the values of 
nature conservation and 
human responsibility." 

In his speech. President 
Cotti said the siq is where a 
beautiful and intense relation- 
ship between Jordan and 
Switzerland began 200 years 
ago with the Swiss explorer 
Johann Ludwig Burckhardt. 
who rediscovered Petra for the 
West in 1812 and converted to 
Islam assuming the name of 
‘'Sheikh Ibrahim Ibn Abdul- 
lah," the statement added. 

He expressed his pride that 
Switzerland, through its con- 
tribution, has restored to "the 
siq its ancient beauty and real 
significance that [has] enabled 
it to become once again the 
living gangway to one of the 
most precious and refined 
civilisations of die beginning 
of the first millennium in the 
Middle East the civilisation of 


the Nabataeans." 

HRH Prince Ra'd, PNT 
president, said two studies 
were conducted on the siq 
restoration project by Swiss 
archaeologist Ueli Bell wald 
and Ma'an A1 Huneidi. He 
said these studies formed the 
basis of the restoration activi- 
ties. 

Prince Ra'd added that 
results of the “excavation find- 
ings. which are now being 
studied in conjunction with 
another Swiss institution, the 
Liechtenstein University of 
Basle, will constitute a major 
contribution towards die 
knowledge and understanding 
of our Nabataean heritage." 

Prince Ra'd said the restored 
Nabataean hydraulic system 
could play an important role in 
water harvesting for use in the 
Petra region. 

He noted that the success of 
the project was only possible 
through die very close team- 
work of the Ministry of 
Tourism, the Department of 
Antiquities, the Petra Region- 
al Planning Council and the 
Jordanian Swiss Bilateral 
Committee, the statement 
added. 

Also attending the ceremo- 
ny were Swiss Ambassador 
GJ 7 . Pcdotli and his wife. 
Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Akel Biftaji, the 
director of the Department of 
Antiquities, Ghazi Bisheh, 
and other officials, the 
announcement concluded. 
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Karim Sa’id in concert (Photo by Jean-Claude Efias) 

Young Jordanian pianist amazes 
audience in first major performance 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

Special io the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The recital 
given lust Wednesday at the 
Royal Cultural Centre by 
nine-year-old pianist Karim 
Sa'id can be qualified as 
exceptional without any exag- 
geration. 

Though it was not Karim's 
fust public appearance, it was 
nevertheless his first serious 
solo performance in a real 
concert hall. The event was 
held under the patronage of 
Her Majesty Queen Noor and 
was organised by the National 
Music Conservatory (NMC) 
in cooperation with the hotels 
InterContinental in Amman 
and Bucharest 

Without actually seeing this 
very young boy on stage, one 
would have thought that 
someone much older, and 
very talented too. was playing. 
Karim Sa’id is more than just 
sls a young boy playing well. 
He already has the attitude, 
the musicality and the self- 
assurance of a concert pianist. 

His technique is unusually 
advanced for his age. Fast pas- 
sages and difficult arpeggios 


don't seem to scare him at all. 
His left hand is already strong 
and he has an undeniable 
sense for dynamics and tempi. 

The recital started with three 
studies followed by the inven- 
tion No. 14 by Bach. At this 


REVIEW 


stage, the audience was hardly 
believing what it was hearing. 

Karim then played a 
sonatine by Clementi, the 
well-known fantasia in ID- 
minor by Mozart and six vari- 
ations on a duet by 
Beethoven. The ease with 
which the young boy sailed 
through these pieces was flab- 
bergasting. It is worth men- 
tioning that all pieces were 
memorised; Karim didn't 
need to look at score sheets. 

Chopin's waltz in A-minor 
was interpreted with the level 
of musical expression that 
usually requires several years 
of study and a good under- 
standing of the piece. "Jog 
Tiganesc" a modem, original 
composition by Tudor Ciortea 
from Romania, delighted the 
audience. 


The concert ended with 
Brahms' Hungarian dance 
No. 5. which Karim Sa'id 
played in duet with his 
teacher, Agnes Bashir. The 
pianist was greeted with a 
standing ovation that ended 
only when be began playing 
an encore. He chose “What a 
wonderful world," the song 
made famous by Louis Arm- 
strong. 

Naturally, the young musi- 
cian still has to polish some 
aspects of his technique. For 
instance, he tends to rush into 
fast passages instead of play- 
ing them at the right speed. 
But this is only normal for a 
boy who is not yet ten, and it 
does not make his perfor- 
mance less brilliant He has all 
the time to become a pianist of 
international standard. 

Karim will go to Romania 
next month to participate in 
the “Pro-Piano" competition. 
There is little doubt that the 
teaching of Agnes B ashir and 
the support of his parents are 
playing a major role in 
Karim's success. 

His natural talent however, 
can only be explained as God- 
given. 


FILMS 

* Spanish Him “filuod Wedding" 

(with- subtitles in English) at Institute 
Cervantes. JahaJ Amman al 5.00 p.m 

* “La Lieu du Crime" a dw French 

Cultural Centre. Jabal Weibdeh on Monday. May 18. at 
6:30 p.m. 

THE FIRST IWIVERSITIES THEATRE FESTIVAL 

* "A Memory of Three Boxes” tin Arabic j at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 7:00 p.m. 

* University of Jordan play "Die Chair" (in Arabic) at 
the Royal Cultural Centre on Monday. May 18, at 7.00 
pan. 

CONCERTS 

* The fourth concert by students of the National Musk 
Conservatory at the University of Jordan, Al Hasson Ben 
Talal Auditorium al 6 DO p.m. 

* Conceit by Ruta TaDuuni al the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre at S:00 p.m. (daily until Muy 21 ). 


what’s going 
on 


* Conceit by “Zebda" bend at 
Yanmouk University, Irtid at 3J0 pm 

LECTURE 

* "The Challenges of Arab National 
Security" tin Arabic) by Dc Haytbam 

Al fOlarri al Abdul Humeed Shoman Foundation, Jabal 
Amman on Monday. May 1 8, al &30 p jil 

ART SALE 

* Sale of petsonal oil paintings of atiscMohammad Al 
Hadidi (at his residence). Dabiyat Al Rashid, near Al 
Dawahi Hotel (TeL 5154567). 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by Mohammad Al Lafaham id Al Madhuri 
Gallery. Ras Al ‘Ain (Tel. 743158). until May 23. 

* Paintings by Abdul Aziz AJ Hasak at H am rao m abi 
Art Gallery, Gardens St (TiL 5536098k until May 26, 

* Spring collection of ceramic items and fugs at Beit AJ 
Bawadi showroom, Abdoun (TeL 5923841/5930070), 
until May 24. 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan 

Medical Association (JMA) 
asked its members on Satur- 
day to boycott an upcoming 
audiology se minar hosted 
by the Royal Medical Cen- 
tre (RMC) because Israeli 
doctors will participate. 

The association also 
repeated past warnings that 
it will take “punitive action” 
against members who vio- 
late association rules pro- 
hibiting any form of contact 
with Israelis, including vis- 

Cabinet 
forms 
delegation 
to discuss 
Jordan-U.S. 

agricultural 

deal 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Council of Ministers on Sat- 
urday formed a delegation 
led by the secretary general 
of the Ministry of Industry. 
Trade and Supply to travel to 
the U.S. to follow up on pro- 
cedures for awarding a Jor- 
danian tender to purchase 
1 20,000 tonnes of American 
wheat. 

The wheat, which costs 
$18 million, will be paid for 
from the 1998 U.S. aid pro- 
gramme to Jordan, accord- 
ing to a Cabinet statement. 

The Council of Ministers 
endorsed memoranda that 
will be &£itf&iiged b^Jdrdaif 1 
and . Germany concerning 

and 11 'autho- 
rised Minis ter of Planning 
Rima Kbalaf to sign them on 
the government’s behalf. It 
also gave its consent to the 
exchange of memoranda 
between Jordan and Ger- 
many over German technical 
aid to fight agricultural pests. 

The Council formed a del- 
egation to take part in a con- 
ference on trade and agricul- 
ture to be held in Gaza from 
May 25-27. The delegation 
will also bold a meeting with 
an Israeli delegation on trade 
and agricultural exchanges. 

During the regular Cabinet 
session, a delegation was 
formed to attenda meeting at 
the Arab League headquar- 
ters in Cairo on May 17-18 
to discuss trade issues 
among Arab states. 

The Council of Ministers 
appointed Mohammad 
Daoudieh as Jordan's 

ambassador to Morocco and 
Nabih Shuqora as the secre- 
tary general of the Foreign 
Ministry. 


its io the Jewish state made 
possible after Jordan signed 
the peace treaty with Israel 
in 1994. 

JMA President Bassem 

■ 

Dajani urged doctors not to 
attend Sunday’s conference, 
expected to attract over 150 
doctors from the Middle 
East and elsewhere. 

“It’s not a new decision," 
be told the Jordan Times, 
referring to a four-year-old 
policy of the 12 profession- 
al associations to suspend 
the membership of any fel- 
low who makes contacts 
with Israelis. “It was taken 


years ago and what we are 
doing now is reminding our 
colleagues of it.” 

The government says their 
decision is illegal because it 
violates the spirit of the 
treaty, which became law 
after Parliament endorsed it. 

Dr. Dajani refused to elab- 
orate on the nature of mea- 
sures to be taken by the 
JMA against those who take 
part in the medical gather- 


ing. 


The membership of 
dozens in the 80,000-strong 
associations, grouping engi- 
neers, lawyers, nurses and 


pharmacists, have been sus- 
pended either because they 
visited Israel or talked to 
Israelis. Others have been 
referred to disciplinary 
committees that normally 
look into the degree of vio- 
lation before recommend- 
ing appropriate action. 

An RMC spokesperson 
declined to comment on the 
three-day meeting. 

“We cannot tell you any- 
thing.” he said when asked 
to give details on the con- 
ference. 

The government has 
repeatedly asked profes- 


sional unions to focus on 
improving professional 
standards instead of taking 
an active role in politics. 

Islamists, who view Israel 
as their ideological enemy 
and advocate the destruc- 
tion of the Jewish state, 
dominate most of the 
unions. 

Around 80 per cent of Jor- 
dan's 4.5 million population 
oppose normalisation with 
Israel, according to u recent 
study conducted by the 
Centre for Strategic Studies 
at the University of Jordan. 


Draft law on traffic strategy council finalised 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Interior Satur- 
day announced that it has 
finalised a draft law on the 
establishment of a higher 
traffic council to supervise 
the implementation of 
national strategies on road 
movement and safety in the 
Kingdom. 

Ministry Secretary Gen- 
eral Hashem Sabbagh said 
the draft law, which was 
drawn up in conjunction 
with the Public Security 
Department (PSD), is need- 
ed because the country at 
present has no traffic strate- 
gies nor is there coordina- 
tion among the various 
organisations concerned 
with the traffic sector, 
which he noted continue to 


operate separately from 
each other. 

Dr. Sabbagh said this law 
is also required due to the 
growing number of road 
accidents in the Kingdom, 
traffic congestion and other 
problems. 

Last week, the PSD said 
there were 39,005 road 
accidents in Jordan in 1997, 
leading to the death of 577 
persons and the injury of 
16,259 others. 

In 1993, 24,799 road acci- 
dents killed 440 people and 
injured 11.754 others. 

According to Dr. Sab- 
bagh, the Ministry of Interi- 
or has now referred the 
draft law to the Council of 
Ministers for examination 
before it is sent to the 


Lower House of Parliament 
for approval. 

Dr. Sabbagh said the pro- 
jected traffic council will 
enjoy administrative and 
financial independence: 

The council members will 
include representatives 

from the ministries of pub- 
lic works, transport, plan- 
ning, health, and municipal 
and rural affairs, and the 
Greater Amman Municipal- 
ity, he added. 

The council will hold reg- 
ular sessions in which rep- 
resentatives of concerned 
parties can attend and pre- 
sent ideas and suggestions 
to help put the law into 
force, he said 

Dr. Sabbagh stated that 
the council will be entrust- 


ed with creating a traffic 
institute, which in turn will 
be responsible for training 
personnel involved in the 
traffic sector. The institute 
will also conduct traffic- 
related studies and suggest 
means of improving the 
traffic system and dealing 
with traffic problems, 
according to Dr. Sabbagh. 

Council revenues, be said 
will consist of contributions 
and grants. 10 per cent of 
the total amount of fines 
levied against traffic viola- 
tors and part of the sales tax 
charged by automobile 
insurance companies. 

The council will present 
annual reports on its func- 
tions to the Council of Min- 
isters. he added 


Four convicted for 1996 of attacks 
return to court to face new charges 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Four men 
"Sfghe' " convicted in 
1996' of carrying out 
extremist attacks went on 
trial Saturday at the State 
Security Court on new 
charges after their case was 
referred from a civil court 

Tha'er Yousef, 27, Sbadi 
Jawdat, 21, Ibrahim 
Mohammad Abdul Thaher 
Zein Al Abedeine, 29, and 
Gbassan Fa’eq, 27, are 
now being tried for pos- 
sessing illegal weapons 
(automatic rifles) and for 
belonging . to an illegal 
organisation. 

The four, part of a group 
of five, are serving five- 
year prison terms each 
after being convicted by 
the State Security Court in 
December 1996 of attack- 
ing the General Intelli- 
gence Department (GID) 
building in Baqaa in 
November 1994. 

Their case was referred 
from a civil court, the Salt 
Court of First Instance, to 
the State Court by the 
Court of Cassation, which 
asked it to try the men on 


the new charges “because 
they fall under its jurisdic- 
tion." 

A judicial source told the 
J6fflan Times on Saturday 
that the Courr of Cassa- 
tiotfs ■ 'decision ■ : conies ib Vj ’ 1 
accordance with amended 
laws that were approved by 
the Council of Ministers in 
February 1997. 

According to the source, 
the two charges that will 
now be examined by the 
State Court are crimes that 
violate general security and 
crimes that involve pos- 
sessing illegal weapons. 

However, in Saturday’s 
court session. Defence 
Attorney Mohammad 
Dweik contested the State 
Court’s jurisdiction, stating 
that “the new law applies 
only in cases that have not 
been beard in court, and 
my clients’ case has 
already been heard at the 
Salt Court of First 
Instance.” 

But the State Court, 
which was presided over 
by Judge Yousef Fa’ouri 
and included Judges 
Ahmad Ay ash and Yousef 
Udwan, rejected the 
defence’s requesL 


The military court, which 
will now hear all the wit- 
nesses from both the civil 
and 1996 trials and review 
all the evidence, 'postponed " 
■the case Until May 23. 
•^Fhd^mflitary ' prosecution ■ 
charged that the men con- 
ducted the attack on the 
GID building to avenge the 
arrest of Zein Al Abedeine, 
who the prosecution 
alleged was the group 
leader, three days earlier, 
as well as the State Securi- 
ty Court's sentencing on 
Dec. 24, 1994. of 11 
Islamists known as the 
“Arab Afghan” to death 
and seven more to impris- 
onment. 

Three of the four defen- 
dants are also standing trial 
at the Criminal Court for 
the attempted premeditated 
murder of Sergeant 
Mohammad Ali of the GID 
during the Dec. 26, 1994 
assault on the GID build- 
ing. 

Atty. Dweik said the case 
was transferred from the 
civil court to the Cr iminal 
Court “because of some of 
the amendments to the Jor- 
danian Penal Code.” 

“This means that my 


clients could receive a 
longer sentence than the 
one they have already 
received.” he told the Jor- 
■*tfSn Tinles. r 

If con vicledbythe Crim- 
1 * insd ■ Comr otFthe ■attempted 
murder charges, the three 
men, who have already 
served three years in 
prison, could be sentenced 
to 15-year imprisonment 
terms, including the period 
they have already spent in 
detention. 

The next Criminal Court 
session will take place on 
May 2], Atty. Dweik said. 

According to the charge 
sheet, the suspects started 
their activities in April 
1994 and plotted to cany 
out extremist attacks 
against tourists and securi- 
ty departments in the King- 
dom and launch armed 
assaults in the West Bank. 

On the eve of the attack, 
the first and second defen- 
dants, Tha’er Yousef and 
Shadi Jawdat headed to 
the GID after night prayers 
and sprayed the GID build- 
ing with bullets from 
machine guns, injuring the 
officer, before fleeing the 
scene. 


Students hold on-campus march to mark nakbeh anniversary 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — University of 
Jordan students Saturday 
marched inside the campus 
and burnt Israeli and U.S. 
flags to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the 
nakbeh, or the “catastro- 
phe” of the occupation of 
Palestine in 1948. 

More than 1,500 students, 
carrying an effigy of a 
Palestinian “martyr" killed 
by Israeli soldiers, chanted 
anti-Israel slogans during 
the 90-minute peaceful 
protest, organised by the 
university's student counciL 

The students also carried 
Palestinian and black flags. 

One masked student 
poured kerosene on the U.S. 
and Israeli flags before one 
of his colleagues set them 
on fire to the applause of 
hundreds of students. 

Police and security agents 
refrained from interfering in 
the rally, witnesses said. 

Women, wearing head-to- 
toe Islamic dress, also car- 
ried copies of the Koran 
during the march. 

The student council's 
chairperson, Al Harith 
Fakhri Issa, urged the gov- 


ernment to stop all talks 
with Israel and sever diplo- 
matic ties with the Jewish 
state. 

“What occurred in the 
past and what is happening 
now are nothing but 
episodes of the crimes com- 
mitted by the Jews against 
our people in Palestine,” 
said Mr Issa. 

“The butcher is still living 
on our lands while thou- 
sands of Palestinians are 
living as refugees. This 
should come to an end,” he 
added. 

“We call upon our gov- 
ernment to cancel all agree- 
ments with the Jews and 
join hands with Arabs and 
Muslims to help in liberat- 
ing our holy lands," Mr, 
Issa told the gathering. 

The university adminis- 
tration allowed photogra- 
phers and reporters to enter 
the campus and cover the 
rally. In s imil ar events over 
the past two years, the 
administration has denied 
journalists access to the 
campus. 

As in other universities in 
the Kingdom, the Universi- 
ty of Jordan’s student coun- 
cil is controlled by support- 
ers of the Islamic Action 
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More than t30 students demonstrate Saturday at the University of Jordan carrying 
portraits of the Palestinians killed m the recent events in the West Bank (Photo by 

Yousef Allan) 


Front the political arm of 
the Muslim Brotherhood. 

The rally was the first 
held in Jordan to commem- 
orate the anniversary of the 
nakbeh, which led to the 
displacement of thousands 
of Palestinians from their 


homeland in 1947. 

The government turned 
down previous requests by 
opposition parties to hold 
rallies in different parts of 
the country. Earlier this 
month, the opposition can- 
celled a plan to hold a rally 


at the professional associa- 
tions building following a 
government ban. • 
They also postponed a 
march toward Jordan’s bor- 
ders with the occupied terri- 
tories on May; 15 for the 
same reason.. 
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sees chance to avoid 



evere test sanctions 


NEW DELHI (R) — India 
saw a chance Saturday to 
avoid severe international 
sanctions after industrial 
nations issued only a limit- 
ed joint response to its 
nuclear tests. 

"Naturally we are 
relieved at there being no 
mention of sanctions." an 
Indian foreign ministry 
official, who asked not to 
be identified, told Reuters 
after the Group of Eight 
countries issued a state- 
ment condemning the tests. 

The ministry's 

spokesman declined to 
comment, but officials esti- 
mate that the economy will 
lose just SI billion if no 
other countries join the 
United States. Japan and 


Canada in imposing sanc- 
tions or cancelling aid. 

The dominant Bharatiya 
Janata party (BJP) mean- 
while celebrated India's 
emergence as an openly 
nuclear-armed state. 

declaring Saturday to be 
“gaurav divas" (day of 
pride) in honour of the five 
bomb tests conducted this 
week. 

In Bangalore, more than 
200 activists of the youth 
wing of the Hindu nation- 
alist BJP set off firecrack- 
ers. • shouted slogans 
against the U.S. and 
Pakistan and burnt a 
Pakistani national flag. 

“This event is part of our 
victory demonstration 
around the country to cele- 


brate the nation's moment 
of glory,” said S. Prakash. 
president of the BJP youth 
wing in Bangalore. 

But some in India 
thought the political cele- 
bration inappropriate. 

“The achievement is of 
too large a magnitude to 
serve such a petty (politi- 
cal) purpose." Indian 
Express said in an editorial. 

“The BJP is welcome to 
use whatever mileage it can 
earn out of the event but 
not to the extent that the 
real issue — narional secu- 
rity — is deflated and ren- 
dered ridiculous.'' it added. 

In their communique the 
GS members said the tests 
had affected India's rela- 
tionship with each of them. 


Activists stage anti-nuclear 


protests in New Delhi 


Nordics urge India, 


other states to show restraint 


NEW DELHI (R) — Sweden, Norway. Denmark and Finland urged India and other states 
Saturday to show utmost restraint to avert tensions after India's nuclear tests this week. 

Ambassadors of the four Nordic nations said they had conveyed their "utmost dismay" 
over India's five nuclear tests this week in a meeting with the country's top diplomatic 
bureaucrat. Foreign Secretary K. Raghunath. Friday. 

"The Nordic countries call on states concerned to show utmost restraint to avoid a 
nuclear amis race and safeguard peace and stability in the region," said a joint statement 
issued by the ambassadors Saturday. 

The statement did not expressly name Pakistan, which media reports have said may con- 
duct its own nuclear test after arch-rival India's five last week, its first nuclear blasts in 24 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Around 100 activists staged a 
noisy protest here Saturday to condemn India’s nuclear 
tests, disrupting traffic and squatting in the middle of one 
the city's busiest roads. / " 

Demonstrators chanted slogans against the ruling'Hindn 
nationalist government as the march wound its wayTrora 
New Delhi's police headquarters to a television station 
about 250 metres away, witnesses said. 

Cloth banners held by the demonstrators' read: “No one 
wins a nuclear war,” “Bread Not Bombs." “Homes -Not 
Tombs.” and ‘‘Fascists Refuse to Leam From History,*’ The 
march was organised by the Movement Against Nuclear 
Weapons, an umbrella grouping of several activist groups 
in the city. 

Nityanand Javaraman, an activist from Greenpeace 
International, said: “We are condemning the nuclear test by 
India. We are opposed to nuclear tests by India and: all 
countries. ' ' 

“It is not important for India to join the club of nuclear, 
five. It is more important for India to get out of the club of 
10 socially least developed nations." r =' 

The protest was the third in the Indian capital since 
Friday. Earlier Saturday, some 60 people gathered at the 
mausoleum of Mabarma Gandhi, the apostle of peace and 
non-violence, to denounce the tests. 


.v 


years. 

The statement said India's tests were a “clear defiance of international norms” and asked 
India to reconsider its nuclear policies and to adhere to t he nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) and the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). 

India has refused to sign both treaties, saying that they discriminated between nations 
that had nuclear weapons from those that did not in trying to stop nuclear weapons tests. 

But New Delhi signalled this week that it was ready to join the CTBT if it was given the 
nuclear weapons status that it now says it has. 

India has said it is willing to join a global disarmament drive which would bind all 
nations to dismantle nuclear weapons, and is not willing to join a pact without firm com- 
mitments from nations that have nuclear weapons. 

France. Britain, China. Russia and the United States are the five recognised nuclear 


weapons states. 

The Pakistani government Saturday looked for signs that the world would get tough with 
India over irs nuclear tests before deciding whether to cross the threshold and detonate one 
of its own. 

Officials were studying reports from the group of eight (G8) industrialised states in 
Birmingham. England, for indications that India woujd be severely and lastingly punished 
for tests it said had made it a nuclear weapon state. 

The leaders urged restraint but early indications from the gathering were that U.S. 
President Bill Clinton had failed to persuade his-col leagues to match U.S. sanctions against 
India with tough punitive steps of their own. 

Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif told a Clinton envoy — who had been quickly 
despatched to Islamabad to head off any immediate retaliatory Pakistani test after India's 
— that he would be in no hurry to take a decision. 

Officials travelling with the envoy. Deputy Secretary of State Strobe Talbott, said that 
their impression was that Pakistan had not made up its' mind whether to cross the nuclear 
threshold and detonate its first device. 

They said they had failed to persuade Mr. SbariF s outraged government not to go ahead 
with a test, but fears of a weekend trial at a remote southwestern site appeared to recede. 


and British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair called Indian 
Prime Minister Atal Behari 
Vajpayee to express their 
“dismay." 

Four of the GS — the 
United States, Russia. 
Britain and France — are 
also members of what has 
been the official nuclear 
club. With China, the other 
openly nuclear-armed 
state, they are also the per- 
manent members of the 
LLN. Security Council. 

The other members of the 
GS are Japan. Germany. 
Italy and Canada. 

The world's eyes are now 
on India's rival. Pakistan. 

Saturday Pakistan was 
evaluating the G8 state- 
ment for signs that the 
world was getting tough 
enough with India before 
deciding whether to cross 
the threshold and “detonate 
its own nuclear bomb. 

Pakistani Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif told U.S. 
Deputy Secretary of State 
Strobe Talbott Friday that 
he would be in no hurry to 
take a decision. 

The GS called on 
Pakistan to show “maxi- 
mum restraint" and avoid 
following its neighbour's 


example. 

The communique was 
issued hours after Prime 
Minister Vajpayee declared 
explicitly that India had 
nuclear firepower, describ- 
ing its capability to make a 
“big bomb.” 

India refused to sign the 
comprehensive test ban 
treaty in 1996 on the 
grounds that it discriminat- 
ed between nuclear 
weapons states and the 
“have nets ” 

But Indian officials say 
the country's declared sta- 
tus as a nuclear state means 
the county should no 
longer find the treaty so 
objectionable, providing it 
can be adapted to recognise 
India's new position. 

The U.S. state depart- 
ment said Friday that 
India's declaration of its 
nuclear firepower was a 
“deplorable step that fur- 
ther escalates an already 
unfortunate situation.” 

Mr. Vajpayee told sup- 
porters of his BJP Friday 
that India had broken its 
own 24-year-old moratori- 
um on tests in self-defence. 
New Delhi lists Pakistan 
and China among its secu- 
rity threats. 



Nigerian 


police arrest 


19 over 


anti-Abacha 


protest 


Picture dated May 18, 1997, shows a soldier from Kabila's Alliance for Democratic Forces for the Liberation of 
Congo asking prisoners to keep quiet at the camp of Kokoio. Congo's President Laurent Kabila celebrates his first 
year in power today amid a deepening malaise over his regime's democratic record and troubled ties with the 
United Nations (AFP photo) 


Death penalty call for Congo detainees 


KINSHASA (R) — 

Prosecutors have demanded 
the death penalty for three 
prominent political 

detainees on trial before a 
military tribunal in the 
Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, the tribunal's presi- 
dent said Saturday. 

Commandant Mukuntu 
Kiyana told Reuters from 
the southern town of 
Lubumbashi. where the trial 
is taking place, that dis- 
graced army chief Masasu 
Nindanga and opposition 
politicians Joseph 

Olenghankoy and Arthur 
Z'ahidi Ngoma had been 
charged with "so many 
things" be could riot go into 
detail. 

“The death penalty has 
been demanded for the 


three. But the verdict will 
be known Monday/' Cmd. 
Munkutu said. 

He said about 30 people 
had been heard by the court 
— some of whom are 
alleged accomplices of the 
three main defendants. 

Mr. Masasu, a former 
security advisor to 
President Laurent Kabiia 
and a co-founder of the 
AFDL movement which 
brought him to power last 
May 17. was arrested in 
November. 

Mr. Z'ahidi. a former 
senior UNESCO official 
and law professor, was 
arrested the same month 
and accused of breaking a 
transitional ban on political 
activity after he gave a 
news conference in which 


he hit out at the authorities. 

He and Mr. Olenghankoy. 
also accused of breaking the 
ban. were sent to a high- 
securitv prison in Katanga 
from which the authorities 
said the three men escaped 
last month. They were 
recaptured separately in a 
man-hunt involving' 6.000 
troops. 

Mr. Kabila set up the mil- 
itary tribunal last August to 
deal with escalating insecu- 
rity and indiscipline within 
the army. 

The tribunal operates on 
the basis that the country is 
still at war, and is mandated 
to try political activists 
accused of breaking the ban 
on political activity, and 
civilians accused of crimes 
involvine firearms. 


Mr. Kabila imposed the 
ban shortly after overthrow- 
ing veteran dictator Mobutu 
Sese Seko after a seven- 
month bush war. 

In January, the tribunal 
convicted two allies of vet- 
eran politician Etienne 
Tshisekedi to two years in 
prison for "spreading 
rumours aimed at setting 
the population against the 
government". 

Mr. Tshisekedi himself 
has been sent into internal 
exile in bis village in Kasai 


province. 

Around 60 soldiers and 
convicted criminals have 
been executed after being 
sentenced to death by the 
tribunal since the beginning 
of the vear. 


LAGOS (R) — Nigerian 
police arrested 19 students 
Friday for allegedly organis- 
ing a protest against military 
ruler General Sani Abac ha in 
the southwestern town of 
Osogbo. local newspapers 
said Saturday. 

The papers said police used 
teargas to drive the students 
from two schools and areas on 
the outskirts of the town 
where they had built bonfires. 

“Before they could reach the 
main town they were inter- 
cepted,” the independent 
Thisday newspaper said. 
Other papers also carried the 
report 

Neither police nor local 
authorities were immediately 
available for comment. 

Opposition protests have 
resurfaced in the oil-produc- 
ing country of at least 104 mil- 
lion people since Nigeria's 
five registered parties last 
month adopted military ruler 
General Sani Abacha as their 
sole candidate for Aug. ! pres- 
idential elections. 

Seven people died in May 
day protests at Ibadan, which 
like Osogbo in southwest 
Nigeria, has been an opposi- 
tion bastion since the annul- 
ment of 1993 elections local 
tycoon Moshood Abiola was 
about to win. Moshood Abiola 
has been detained since 1994. 

After the Ibadan riot, mili- 
tary authorities said they 
would crack down hard on 
opposition ringleaders. Since 
then, dozens have been arrest- 
ed including leader of the 
main opposition united action 
for democracy group, lawyer 
Olisa Agbakoba. 
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A Cambodian soldier watches two Russian-made tanks file past during a small mili- 
tary parade at a military base just west of the capital Phnom Penh. The parade, 
presided over by Second Prime Minister Hun Sen, marked the anniversary of 
Division 70 of the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces (AFP photo) 


Khmer Rouge defectors 


to receive U.N. food aid 


PHNOM PENH, Cambodia 
(AP) — The World Food 
Programme will provide 
emergency aid to some 
12.000 Khmer Rouge 
refugees who quit the group 
in recent weeks, enabling 
government troops to make 
major military gains against 
guerrilla hold-outs. 

Relief workers said 
Saturday that the U.N. 
agency will provide 750 
tonnes of rice to the former 
guerrillas and their fami- 
lies. many of whom are suf- 
fering malnutrition at their 
makeshift refugee camp in 
O Bai Tap. 50 kilometres 
south of the former rebel 
stronghold of Anlong Veng. 

Tinned fish, vegetable ofi. 
and salt will also be distrib- 
uted. The Cambodian Red 
Cross, which will act in 
partnership with the WFP 
to distribute the food, said 


the refugees are living in 
squalor and lack food, 
water, medicine and shelter. 

“The situation is very 
bad” said Uy Samath, the 
Red Cross director of disas- 
ter management “There is 
a lot of malnutrition. 
People are also suffering 
from diarrhoea, fever and 
malaria" 

The WFP will provide 
sufficient food rations to 
needy refugees for at least 
20 days, Uy Samath said 
Aid workers will also help 
the refugees return to 
Anlong Veng, now in gov- 
ernment bands, so they can 
begin to rebuild their lives. 

The defection from 
Anlong Veng in late March 
allowed the government 
army to capture what was 
the chief base of Khm er 
Rouge leader Ta Mok, 
leader of the last group of 


rebels fighting the Phnom 
Penh government 

Ta Mok had deposed the 
notorious Pol Pot leader of 
the Khm er Rouge regime 
that caused the deads of as 
many as 2 million people 
between 1975 and 1979, in 
a bloody power struggle 
last year. Pol Pot died under 
his custody April 15 of a 
purported heart attack. 

The once-fonnidable 
Khm er Rouge has been 
steadily weakened over the 
past two years by defec- 
tions of thousands of war- 
weary fighters. 

The government is 
encouraging still more 
fighters to switch sides to 
isolate Ta Mok and other 
chieftains, Nuon Chea and 
Khieu Samphan, now 
pressed against the Thai 
border with a few hundred 
loyalists. 
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BEUING (AFP) — 
Chinese soldiers and 
police fired on 150 
Tibetans demonstrating 
in the territory's main 
prison, an Indian- based 
Tibetan rights group said 
Saturday. 

The Tibetan Centre for 
Human Rights and 
Democracy said in a fax 
received here that 
around 150 Tibetan pris- 
oners held for their polit- 
ical beliefs demonstrated 
in Drapchi prison on 
May 1. 

“The shooting occurred 
when the 150 political 
prisoners flew the 
Tibetan national flag and 
demonstrated within the 
prison compound,” the 
group said. 

“Shortly afterwards, 
officials of the Public 
Security Bureau and the 


People’s Armed Police 
stormed into the prison 
and arrested all of the 
150 demonstrators in a 
swift and forceful reac- 
tion,” it added. 

It said its source was a 
letter smuggled out of 
Tibet and passed onto 
the group, which is 
based in the northern 
Indian city of 
Dharamsala along with 
Tibet’s spiritual leader, 
the Dalai Lama. It said it 
had no information on 
injuries or deaths caused 
by the shooting. 

Officials contacted in 
Tibet were not available 
for comment. 

Friday, the London- 
based Tibet Information 
Network said that 
Chinese officials accom- 
panied by armed troops 
arrested 15 monks dur- 


ing 


a recent crackdown 
on a monastery in a 
remote area of Tibet. 

The arrests immediate- 
ly followed a separatist 
protest sparked when 
officials tried in early 
March to persuade 
monks at Rongpo Rabten 
monastery to denounce 
the Dalai Lama, the 
group said. 

Between 20 and 30 
monks had gathered out- 
side, shouting slogans 
including “Tibet is free" 
and “May his Holiness 
the Dalai Lama live for 
tens of thousands of 
years,” the group said. 

Chinese troops took 
control of Tibet in 1951 
and the Dalai Lama fled 
to India in 1959 after a 
failed uprising against 
Chinese rule. 
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French rightwingers jailed 


for drowning Moroccan 
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PARIS (AFP) — Four 
skinheads who had 
come to Paris for a far- 
right National Front 
rally were jailed late 
Friday for the murder of 
a young Moroccan, 
drowned in the Seine 
River. 

One of the four, 
Mickael Freminet, now 
22, who was said to 
have pushed Brahim 
Bouraam, 29, into the 
Seine on May 1, 1995, 
was given an eight-year 
sentence. 

The other three, David 
Halbin, 28, David 
Parent, 2 1 , and 
Christophe Caiam. 28. 
were jailed for five 
years, four of them sus- 
pended, for failing to 
assist a person in dan- 


ger. 


The incident caused 
widespread outrage at 
the time, with at least 


12,000 people staging a 

id the 


protest march and then 
President Francois 


Mitterrand publicly 
throwing a bouquet into 
the Seine in Bouraam's 
memory. 

Prosecutor Philippe 
Bilger, who had sought 
a sentence of between 
10 and 12 years for 
Freminet, indirectly 
blamed the National 
Front without naming it. 
He regretted “the deep 
responsibility of certain 
political structures,” 
saying that parties 
should not “allow 
instincts and hatred to 
be given free rein.” 

A psychiatrist called as 
an expert witness also 
said that, with the 
exception of Halbin, 
uieir low intellectual 
level made the defen- 
dants an easy prey for 

extremist movements. 

Freminet said that 
Bouraam had insulted 
him and he had slapped 
the Moroccan, who was 
caught off balance and 
fell into the river where 


he was quickly carried 


away by the curreni and 
drowned. 

But fellow-defendant 

Calame said he had 
heard no exchange 
between the two, while 
another witness said 
Freminet had at first 
pretended to push 
Bouraam from behind, 
before actually doing so. 

The far-right Front, 
who helped police lay 
hands on the four, has 
repeatedly denied all 
responsibility 85 
Freminet himself was ^ 

not a card-carrying 
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bussed into Paris from 
Reims by the National in ' ‘"tuh,.™ 

Front for the party’s 
annual May Day rally. 

Front leader Jean- 
Marie Le Pen als° 
refused to condemn 
Bouraam's murder. 
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Germany } s 
Kohl vows 

comeback 

■ 

election 

iV* 

■ 

win 


BONN ill) — Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl went on Lhe 
offensive in his battle for 
reflection Saturday, vow- 
ing to score a come-from- 
behind victory against rival 
Gerhard Schroeder in 
Germany’s September gen- 
eral election. 

Mr. KohL pictured shak- 
ing his fist by best-selling 
newspaper Bild. warned 
that if Social Democrat 
Schroeder broke his 16- 
year grip on power 
Germany would become a 
"second rate” country. 

"The match is only over 
when the referee blows the 
final whistle” Mr. Kohl 
told Bild in an interview. 

"So often the team which 
goes behind at first turns 
around the match and ends 
up the clear winner. That’s 
what it will be like in the 
general election/’ 

Mr. Kohl’s ruling 
Christian Democrats 
(CDU) are gearing up for a 
party conference starting 
Sunday in Bremen which 
they hope will revive a 
flagging campaign which 
has left them trailing the 
Social Democrats (SPD) in 
the polls. 

CDU campaign manager 
Peter Hintze promised 
Friday that Mr. Kohl, due 
to leave the Group of Eight 
summit in England Sunday, 
would deliver a “revolu- 
tionary” speech making 
clear that he was the only 
man fit to lead Germany 
into the 21st century. 

Mr. Schroeder, who at 54 
is nearly 15 years younger 
than Mr. Kohl, has led a 
slick campaign which has 
attacked the government’s^ 
jobs record and sought to' 
woo moderate floating vot- 
ers. 

But Mr. Kohl, 6S, 
accused Mr. Schroeder of 
Hying to capture votes 
from the so-called “new 
centre” through a “gigantic 
deception”. 

He said Mr. Schroeder 
wanted to form a “red- 
green” alliance with the 
environmentalist Greens, 
with the possible support of 
the Party of Democratic 
Socialism — the heirs to 
the Communist rulers of 
East Germany who are 
widely reviled in the West 
“What we are talking 
about is whether Germany 
slides into the second divi- 
sion under Red-Green, or 
whether we continue to 
play in the world league,” 
Mr. Kohl told Bild. 

Latest opinion polls give 
the SPD 43 per cent sup- 
port, ahead of the CDU on 
35 per cent With Greens’ 
support stabilising at 
around six per cent, Red- 
Green would have enough 
support to win a parliamen- 
tary majority, pollsters pre- 
dict. 

Mr. Kohl, whose battered 
image got a boost this week 
when U.S. President Bill 
Clinton visited Germany, 
said his number one priori- 
ty remained fighting high 
unemployment. 

He said he would also 
seek to restore , German 
competitiveness in global 
markets and maintain aid to 
the struggling east. 

“You can only succeed in 
lhe future if you are pre- 
pared to take risks.” Mr. 
Kohl said. “Thai is what 
We are doing. But at the 
same time we are giving 
P^pk the security that 
they need." 

“Thar it what I stand for. 
renewal and security.” 



Anorse attends to a patient evacuated from a hospital after it caught lire in Manila. 

raged through a Manila hospital, killing more than 12 patients who suffo- 
cated in their beds after power went out and cut their oxvgen supplies, officials said 
(Reuters photo) 

At least 1 9 die in Philippine hospital fire 


MANILA lAFP) — Fire 
swept through a government 
hospital in Manila eariv 
Saturday leaving at least 19 
dead, some of whom suffocat- 
ed when their respirator; cut 
our during a power failure, 
officials said. 

Fourteen people died after 
they were trapped inside the 
intensive care unit of the lung 
centre during a blaze which 
raged for more than 12 hours, 
officials said. 

Four critically ill patients 
died when the respirators 
failed and a fifth died after he 
was transferred to a nearby 
hospital. Health Secretary 
Carmendta Reodica told AFP. 

“We tried to get into the 
1CIJ, but it was too hot and too 
smoky, no one could survive 
that,” said Fernando 
Meleadrez, head of medical 
services. 

Mr. Melendrez said the 
other 160 padents at the hos- 
pital were transferred to four 
nearby hospitals for treatment 
'and have been accounted for. 

He said all staff nurses and 
doctors were safe but it was 
not known whether there were 
any visitors at the time the fire 
broke oul 

Arturo Plaion. a representa- 
tive of the Health Department 
in charge of the area, said fire- 
fighters were still battling spo- 


radic fires in several sections 
of the building late Saturday. 

Small groups of disnaught 
relatives waited in the drive- 
way as firemen milled about. 
All ambulances in Manila 
were mobilised and all hospi- 
tals were ordered to take in 
displaced patients, Ms. 
Reodica said. 

The relatives had to check a 
white board outside the hospi- 
tal for a list of names of the 
patients transferred to other 
hospitals. 

Ms. Reodica said it was 
doubtful any of the missing 
had survived 

The fire also affected an 
adjacent state- run hospital, the 
National Kidney Institute, 
where a laboratory was 
destroyed 

Its patients were taken by 
stretcher out into the lobby 
and courtyard after smoke 
penetrated the building, hospi- 
tal staff said 

Ms. Reodica said investiga- 
tors were called in to deter- 
mine whether the hospital was 
deliberately set ablaze, but 
later added that talk about 
possible arson was just “spec- 
ulation” at this time. 

Fire official Aurelio 
Tumbaga said the blaze broke 
out in a central area of the sec- 
ond floor. The cause had not 
been established tut fire 


inspectors were inside the 
building to gather evidence, 
he said. 

A doctors’ group, the 
Alliance of Health Workers, 
believes the fire was linked to 
the government's plan to sell 
the hospital to the private sec- 
tor, the alliance's president 
Emma Manuel said over radio 
station DZRH. 

Mr. Reodica confirmed the 
planned auction, saying ii was 
being met with opposition by 
some groups she did not iden- 
tify. 

The lung centre, set up by 
former First Lady Imelda 
Marcos in the 197l)s, spe- 
cialises in respiratory diseases 
and sits on a sprawling lot in 
the northern Manila suburb of 
Quezon. 

The minister snapped when 
an aide informed her that one 
private hospital was demand- 
ing written authorisation to 
take in some of the patients. 

“This is an emercency,” she 
barked to the aide on her 
mobile phone. “If they want 
I’ll have the president (Fidel 
Ramos) call them.” 

A security guard told DZRH 
that an explosion and a power 
outage preceded the blaze. 
Some survivors said they had 
to get out through windows. 


Church accused of shielding 
Rwanda genocide suspects 


KIGALI (R) — A London- 
based human rights organisa- 
tion has blasted the Catholic 
church, claiming that it gave 
sanctuary to clergy who were 
involved in the 1994 Rwandan 
genocide. 

In an open letter to Pope Jean 
Paul n, the director of African 
Rights. Raidya Omar, said this 
week at least three dozen mem- 
bers of the Rwandan clergy, 
berth men and women, were 
suspected of complicity or even 
direct involvement in the 
slaughter of an estimated 
800,000 Tutsis and moderate 
Hutus. 

African Rights told the Pope 
that his 1 1th hour appeal for 
clemency for 22 genocide con- 
victs, who were publicly exe- 
cuted in Rwanda last April 24. 
was insensitive and caused 
immense pain to survivors. 

“There is compelling evi- 
dence that a numbar of bishops, 
priests, nuns and brothers were 
either complicit in the geno- 
cide, or participated directly in 
it," African Rights said in a 
cress statement issued with the 

letter. 

“Given the scale and consis- 
tency of the accusations, the 
reluctance of the Catholic 
church to act upon Lhem is 
regrettable.” it added, calling 
on the Pope to set up a com- 
mission of inquiry. 


Chief Papal spokesman 
Joaquin Navarro- Vails said 
Saturday that the Vatican would 
have no immediate comment 
on the report. 

African Rights, which has 
published numerous reports on 
the genocide and its aftermath, 
said its '“research has shown 
that most of the accused remain 
in the heart of the catholic 
church.” 

It said many were evacuated 
to European countries or now’ 
lived in parishes in other 
African countries. 

It named some of the sus- 
pects. 

In Rwanda, the letter accused 
the Catholic hierarchy of 
putting pressure on priests and 
nuns to find witnesses willing 
to testily in favour of those cler- 
gy who have been imprisoned 
with 130,000 other genocide 
suspects. 

The letter accused the Papal 
Nuncio in Rwanda, Bishop 
Julius Janu&z, of having atti- 
tudes about the genocide which 
were “morally untenable and 
politically suspect.” 

It said two senior Rwandan 
clergy members. Archbishop 
Thaddee Nuhinyurwa and 
Bishop Augustin Misago, 
retained their positions despite 
heavy criticism about their own 
behaviour during and after the 
genocide. 


“It is unlikely that the deci- 
sion to confront the implica- 
tions of the genocide will come 
from within the church in 
Rwanda.” African Rights said, 
adding that this was its main 
motivation for writing to the 
Pope. 

On the Pope's vain interven- 
tion before the .April 24 execu- 
tions, the letter accused him of 
double standards. 

“Your concern for the nation 
of Rwanda, recently expressed 
in a telegram to President 
(Pa$ieur) Bizimungu — on ihc 
eve of the execution of 22 peo- 
ple convicted of genocide — ls 
well known,” the letter said. 

“Unfortunately, the content 
of your appeal for clemency 
lacked sensitivity to the suffer- 
ing experienced by the sur- 
vivors of the genocide and has 
immense pain. 

“These are the very people 
who are most in need of solace 
and spiritual sustenance. Their 
response to your appeal 
demonstrates just how weak 
die moral authority of the papa- 
cy has become among (geno- 
cide) survivors,” it aided. 

Raidya Omar told Reuters 
that .African Rights did not sup- 
port the executions but under- 
stood “why so many survivors 
believe it Is better than the law 
being taken into their own 
hands.” 


Corsican link seen in French police station blast 


^WSHLLE, France (R) — 

T powerful explosion shook 

^.police station in southern 

Saturday and police 

3® sospecred a bomb 

by Corsican sepa- 
ratists. 

Jfco nc was hurt and no one 
responsibility fix’ the 
S 8 ? in Aix-en-Provence. 
I*® Corsican guerrillas seek- 
®S greater autonomy from 


mainland France claimed 
responsibility earlier this 
week for a bomb attack 
against a public building in 
Marseilles last Saturday. 

“The idea that this was an 
act committed by Corsican 
separatists has considerable 
credibility," a police source 
said. 

Corsica, birthplace of 
Emperor Napoleon 


Bonaparte, is a 
Mediterranean island which 
is part of France. The 
Corsican National Liberation 
Front-Historical Wing 
(FLNC) said in a statement 
issued after the Marseilles 
bombing that it had ended a 
three-month truce in its “mil- 
itary fight” against Paris. 

Aix-en-Provence is a popu- 
lar tourist destination due to 


its warm climate, stunning 
gardens, tree-lined avenues 
and numerous plazas dotted 
with shops and outdoor 
cafes. 

The blast did little harm to 
the police station but dam- 
aged seven cars parked near- 
by and shattered shop win- 
dows. Following the explo- 
sion, police tightened securi- 
ty’ in the city’s centre. 


Pakistan unlikely to conduct 
nuclear test in coming days 


ISLAMABAD 1 AFP 1 — 
Pakistan is unlikely to con- 
duct a nuclear test in the 
next few days but is keep- 
ing its options open over 
how ro respond to India’s 
tests. Western diplomatic 
sources said Saturday, 

Any immediate plans for 
tests appeared to have been 
postponed following Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif* 
statement Friday that 
Pakistan was in no hurry, 
the sources said. 

But they emphasised 
there was sii.lt a strong 
chance that Pakistan still 
wanted ro test ils own 
atomic weapon after 
India's five nuclear tests 
this week. 

The New York Times 
reported that Pakistan 
might conduct a tit-for-tat 
lest as early as Sunday. 

Talks Friday between 
Pakistan and a U.S. mission 
led by Assistant Secretary 
of Stare Suobe Talbott 
ended inconclusively. 
Sources said that despite 
strong pressure from il'.S. 
President Bill Clinton. 
Islamabad gave no assur- 
ance that it would not exer- 


c:>e me option of a lest. 

Diplomat said the threat 
of U.S. sanctions was 
unlikely to Jeter Pakistan. 

"There is no room for 

one: s^id, 
referring to an existing L'.S. 
ban on economic and mili- 
tary aid imposed in 1990 
over Lsiamabad’s nuclear 
programme. 

if Pakistan conducted a 
nuclear test it would be in 
response :o Indian “provo- 
caucn.” one diplomat \aid. 

This week’s five tests 
were touiily different from 
Delhi's firs! in 1974, the 
diplomat said. "This time it 
is clearly a provocation.*' 

Mr. Sharif said Friday 
that Pakistan had nuclear 
capability but had no; cho- 
sen to tes; j bomb for the 
last 15 ro 20 years. 

“We are in no haste to test 
the bomb immediately after 
India has tested its bomb as 
arc a responsible 
nation." hr toid reporters 
before holding talks with 
the L'.S. mission. 

Pakistan will be carefully 
watching the world’s alti- 
tude *o the Indian tests and 
whether thev take ix Tioht- 


ly or strongly.” Mr. Sharif 
said. 

“Whatever decision we 
make will be determined by 
our national security 
requirements.” 

U.S. officials told 

reporters Friday that 

Pakistan had given no time- 
frame for any decision on 
conducting a nuclear test. 

They said the U.S. mis- 
sion was “reassured in sev- 
eral meetings uuthoritativ e- 
ly Pakistan had not made a 
final irrevocable decision** 
on the issue. 

Answering a question on 
repons thar the U.S. team 
offered economic and mili- 
tary incentives to forestall 
the test, Mr. Sharif said 
Pakistan did nor want any 
sort of foreien aid ax the 
expense of national inter- 
est. 

"Our every step will be in 
the larger national interest 
of the country.” he said. 

Repons said the L’.S. 
team carried assurances 
that Pakistan would be 
rewarded if it showed 
restraint. 

The reported U.S. offer 
included a settlement of the 


19S9 deal on 28 F-I6 fight- 
er aircraft for which 
Pakistan had already paid 
5658 million, bin lhe deliv- 
ery remains stalled due to 
the L’.S. curb on military 
sales to Islamabad. 

According to die U.S. 
officials there were no sug- 
gestions of any "trade off' 
during the meetings, nor 
was there any list of things 
Islamabad wanted the U.S. 
:o do. 

They said Pakistan want- 
ed the U.S. and internation- 
al community to ‘Sustain” 
the sanctions and their out- 
rage at the tests, and did not 
Want international opposi- 
tion to prove to be tempo- 
rary. 

Islamabad wants to 
improve ties with the U.S. 
in a "number of areas” and 
is lookins for Washington 
to play a role in resolving 
its disputes with India, the 
officials said. 

The U.S. could not “inter- 
vene" nor was it in a posi- 
tion to mediate, but it 
would continue to use its 
good offices to encourage 
negotiations between the 
two countries, they added. 


Estrada ’s 
lead grows 
in 

Philippine 

presidential 

race 


MANILA. Philippines ( APj 
— Vice President Joseph 
Estrada, the main opposi- 
tion candidate, broadened 
his lead with more than half 
the votes counted in the 
Philippine presidential race, 
a poll watchdog group said 
Saturday. 

Mr. Estrada’s party and 
business groups have 
expressed strong concern 
about the extremely slow 
pace of the tallying of 
Monday's elections and 
warned it could result in 
extensive fraud. 

Former Manila Mayor 
Alfredo Lim added his 
warning Saturday as he 
became the third of the 10 
presidential candidates to 
concede defeat. 

“There are signs that those 
who would subvert the peo- 
ple's sovereign will have 
not yet given up,” be said 

Post-election violence 
continued to mar what has 
been one of the Philippines' 
most peaceful general elec- 
tions. 

Hundreds of civilians fled 
from two towns in western 
Mindanao alter grenade 
attacks by unidentified men 
on the homes of their may- 
ors killed three people and 
injured dozens of others. 

With 15,509,602 ballots 
counted or about 57 per 
cent of the total votes cast. 
Mr. Estrada was winning 
with about 37 per cent, the 
National Citizens’ 

Movement for Free 
Elections said 

President Fidel Ramos’ 
hand-picked candidate. 

House Speaker Jose de 
Venecia, w'as far behind in 
second place with about 15 
per cent, followed by 
Senator Raul Roco with 14 
per cent. A majority of the 
votes is not needed to win. 

For vice president, who is 
elected separately, ruling 
party candidate Senator 
Gloria MacapagaJ- Arroyo 
remained on top with about 
44 per cent of the votes. 

Senator Edgardo Angara. 
Mr. Estrada’s running mate, 
was a distant second with 
about 19 percent. 

The Commission on 
Elections estimates that 
some SO per cent of the 34 
million registered voters 
participated in Monday's 
polls. 

Former Defence Secretary 
Renato de Villa and Senator 
Juan Ponce Enrile earlier 
conceded in the presidential 
race. 


Japanese emperor to offer ‘regret’ 
for suffering of British POWs 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Japanese Emperor Akihito 
is to voice hrs "regret” at 
the suffering of former 
British prisoners of war 
iPOVi’s) during his state 
trip to Britain next week, 
the British press reported 
Saturday. 

He will use a speech at a 
banquet given in his hon- 
our by Queen Elizabeth II 
at Buckingham Palace to 
try to defuse the POW dis- 

DUte. 

a 

But he will stop short of 
making a formal apology’, 
as demanded bv British 

V 

sun ivors of Japanese con- 
centration camps, who 
have threatened protest 
demonstrations against the 
emperor throughout his 
state visit :o Britain. 

British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair discussed the 
issue with his Japanese 
counterpart Ryuraro 

Hashimoto on the sidelines 
of the Group of Eight (G8) 
most powerful nations' 
summit in Birmingham on 
Fridav. 


The British premier's 
official spokesman said 
that in Mr. Blair's talks 
with Mr. Hashimoto, he 
had made it clear the visit 
should be a “success." 

"We want Anglcv- 
Japanese relations focused 
on the future, not defined 
by the past. That does not 
diminish the strength of 
feeling that there is. 

“That feeling remains, 
but we should acknowl- 
edge the considerable 
efforts Japan has made” 
the spokesman said. 

British POW 7 s during 
World War II have demand- 
ed that compensation for 
themselves and for civilian 
internees be increased from 
the SO pounds (SI 32) per 
person agreed in a peace 
treaty with Japan in 1951. 

Emperor Akihiro’s father, 
the late Emperor Hirohito. 
visited London in 1971 to 
be greeted by sullen, silent 
crowds. 

The Labour government 
has already made several 
moves aimed at takina the 


heat out of the controversy 
surrounding the emperor's 
visit to avoid scenes similar 
to those. 

Joint trips with British 
POWs and Japanese to 
wartime cemetery sites in 
Asia are being organised 
and Queen Elizabeth last 
month awarded an QBE to 
a Japanese woman for her 
work in promoting recon- 
ciliation. 

Earlier this year, when 
Mr. Blair visited Japan. Mr. 
Hashimoto wrote an article 
for the Sun, Britain’s 
biggest newspaper, voicing 
regret for the treatment of 
British prisoners. 

The Japanese emperor 
will receive the Order of 
the Gorier, Britain's highest 
order for chivalry’, from the 
queen, an honour which 
has drawn criticism. 

War veterans’ groups 
plan to turn their backs on 
Emperor Akihito when his 
procession passes through 
London. Many also plan to 
send back their war medals 
to Buckingham Palace. 


Lebed communes with nature 
on eve of Krasnoyarsk vote 


KRASNOYARSK. Russia 
(AFP i — Maverick nation- 
alist Alexander Lebed took 
time out for a spot of fishing 
Sarurday on the eve of elec- 
tions in Krasnoyarsk in 
which be was tipped to oust 
incumbent governor Valery 
Zubov. 

No further campaigning 
was allowed before 
Sunday's run-off election in 
the vast. mineral-rich 
Siberian region, w-hich Mr. 
Lebed said he would have 
to build up before mounting 
any challenge for the 
Russian presidency. 

Mr. Lebed, a retired gen- 
eral. won the first round on 
April 26 handsomely with 

45 per cent of the vote. 10 
points dear of Mr. Zubov. 

“Once a week the human 
body needs to get rid of 
stress, that is. one must not 
drink. Well. I’m going to 
rest in the countryside. I 
know a little mountain 
stream near here,” .Air. 
Lebed said on local televi- 
sion Friday. 

Mr. Lebed's campaign 
staff confirmed that he had 
gone fishing Saturday near 
Krasnoyarsk, which lies by 
the miahiv Yenisei River 
and is surrounded by moun- 
tains and forests. 

Mr. Zubov was also out of 
town Saturday, but his aides 
gaxe no further comment. 

In a move reminiscent of 
President Boris Yeltsin's 
glitzy 1996 reelection cam- 
paign. two celebrated 
Russian pop divas — Alia 


Pugacheva and Lyudmila 
Zvltina — flew to 

mr 

Krasnoyarsk Thursday to 
rally support for Mr. Zubov. 

Mr. Lebed, an outspoken 
critic of the Moscow politi- 
cal establishment, rarely 
misses an opportunity to 
attack official corruption 
and crime, which he says 
has flourished under the 
Yeltsin administration. 

Just over tw’o million vot- 
er* are registered for 
Sunday's elections in 
Krasnoyarsk, a territory 
four times the size of 
France, lying some 4,000 
kilometres easi of Moscow. 

Mr. Lebed told local tele- 
vision Friday that as gover- 
nor he would concentrate on 
reviving the economy of 
Krasnoyarsk, and would 
ditch his Kremlin aspira- 
tions — temporarily at 
least. 

"It is not possible to turn 
around the situation in the 
region within two years, 
and it would be pointless to 
challenge for the presidency 
without having first built up 
the reaion,” said Mr. Lebed, 
48. 

Declaring himself confi- 
dent of victory', Mr. Lebed 
said he would set about 
overcoming “many obsta- 
cles and stupidities" in the 
region, one of which he 
cited as the appointment of 
his old adversary' Anatoly 
Chubais as the head of 
Russia’s electricity giant 
Unified Energy Systems. 

Mr. Lebed came third in 


i he first round of the 1996 
presidential elections with a 
surprise 15 per cent of the 
vote. 

Mr. Yeltsin co-opted Mr. 
Lebed in a thinly veiled 
attempt to ensure v’ictory in 
the run-off vote, appointing 
him national security chief. 

Bur despite negotiating an 
end to the bloodbath in 
Chechenya, Mr. Lebed fell 
out with Mr. Yeltsin's aides, 
notably Mr. Chubais, and 
W’as sacked for overween- 
ing ambition and poor team- 
work. 

Mr. Lebed had made no 
secret of his intention to 
succeed Mr. Yeltsin by win- 
ning the next presidential 
polls, due in 2000, bur last 
month he admitted that fail- 
ure to win in Krasnoyarsk 
would shatter his presiden- 
tial ambitions. 

The importance of the 
Krasnoyarsk vote, particu- 
larly given Mr. Lebed’s 
involvement, has not been 
lost on political leaders in 
Moscow, who have laken 
sides in the increasingly bit- 
ter battle. 

The Communist Party, 
w'hich accuses billionaire 
businessman and would-be 
Kremlin kingmaker Boris 
Berezovsky of financing 
Mr. Lebed’s campaign, 
called on its voters to sup- 
port Mr. Zubov. 

But the Communist call 
infuriated local party offi- 
cials wary of orders from 
Moscow' and determined to 
oust the incumbenL 
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No missed opportunity 


DIFFERENT ASPECTS of parliamentary 
life will be discussed by Parliament when it 
reviews the draft elections law in its upcom- 
ing extraordinary session this s umm er. 
Unfortunately, a quota for women is not 
among the articles of the proposed law. By 
shelving a proposal by women's organisa- 
tions and NGOs to grant women a percent- 
age of seats In the Lower House of 
Parliament, the government missed a pre- 
cious opportunity to accelerate Jordan’s 
social development and enhance its democ- 
ratic process. The House can introduce that 
quota to the law, but whether it would do 
that rem ains to be seen. 

A quota for women, like that granted to 
so-called minorities and to bedouins, is a 
“corrective measure'’ that would enable our 
infant democracy to take roots. 

It is regrettable that a positive discrimina- 
tion measure like this one has not been 
introduced in the proposed elections law. 
That fact, however, should not discourage 
women in their commendable uphill strug- 
gle for equality. 

As a practical, realistic and hard-working 
segment of society, Jordanian women have 
already started preparing for the 2001 elec- 
tions. Through se min ars and conferences' 
they should be able to learn from their mis- 1 

• ■ -I ■ ■ ■ ® 

takes and devise new tactics in their drive to 
win seats in the 2001 House. 

What they need now is a concerted cam- 

mt 

paign to convince the legislators that left on 
their own, women have little chance of send- 
ing more than a couple of deputies to the 
House. What makes the presence of women 
in the legislature all the more important is 
the fact that they, and their children, are 
discriminated against and need to have a 
stronger voice in Parliament to further their 
cause and influence the shape of laws per- 
taining to their affairs. It is not too late for 
women to at least attempt to influence the 
deputies. What women should be doing in 
the coming month is waging a public rela- 
tions campaign to make their voice heard in 
the corridors of Parliament. There is a great 
deal of hope that our deputies will listen to 
their urging and heed their call. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra'i’s Fakhri Kawar Saturday said the one mil- 
lion Palestinians who staged a march on the anniver- 
sary of the 194S occupation of Palestine were not 
reacting to Israel's refusal to withdraw its troops 
from 13 per cent of the West Bank. Nine of those 
marchers were killed and many others wounded by 
the Israeli forces not because Israel continues to 
refuse the implementation of the Oslo accords, he 
added. The Palestinians are rebelling against contin- 
ued oppression, against ^occupation, and in view of 
the absence of any progress towards their regaining 
heir legitimate rights, Kawar said. The writer said 
the Palestinians are showing their wrath because 
they are birter with frustration at the world commu- 
nity which refuses to impose its will on the Israeli 
occupation authorities. He said the Palestinians 
could not but rebel against the Israelis and they have 
expressed their determination to continue resisting 
the occupation and to fight for their freedom. 


A1 Arab A1 Yawm's Saleh Qallab called on 
President Suharto of Indonesia to resign rather than 
watch the angry masses trampling him down. The 
president should take a lesson from other world dic- 
tators, who were evicted by their frustrated people 
and who met ignominious fate, said the writer. When 
a regime proves to be deeply involved in corruption 
the masses demand that it be removed and the peo- 
ple tend to forget all thi good things the head of that 
regime had done for his people, Qallab said. He said 
many dictators who rose to power transformed their 
nations into property for their friends and their rela- 
tives and evenutally were forced out under pressure 
from the masses who were fed up with corruption, 
and who saw their national economy deteriorating 
daily. The writer said Suharto, who now realises that 
his people are determined to remove him from 
power, should act promptly and resign to avoid fur- 
ther humiliation. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


Dr. Fahed Fanek 
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Labour market must be 





Analysi 



■WC. P alestine 


IT IS not true that transfers made by guest workers do 
not exceed JD110 million or S150 million a year as 
claimed by the official document of the balance of 
payments. Assuming tbat the number of the non- 
Jordanians working in Jordan is around 400,000. and 
each saves and transfers abroad about $100 a month, 
then the total amount would be close to half a billion 
dollars a year, quite a lot of money to a small econo- 
my of $7 billion. 

Guest workers obviously don't collect th^se 
amounts as gifts. They work hard to earn them. They 
are a genuinely productive force. Whatever money 
they collect is only a fraction of the value they pro- 
duce. while their employers such as construction con- 
tractors, and farm, bakery and gas stations proprietors 
derive huge benefits. 

On the positive side we notice that Jordanian work- 
ers are becoming a majority among sanitation workers 
of Amman Municipality as well as bakery operators in 
the capital. This is a new and long awaited trend. It 
has a meaning: The Jordanian labourer has thus bro- 
ken the shame barrier and is willing to take up the jobs 
previously considered socially degrading. Finally we 
arrive at the obvious conclusion: Work is honourable. 


He/she who makes our bread should have the respect 
of a schoolteacher or a soldier. 

However. I was surprised to hear Saleh Khasawneh, 
a former minister of labour, forecasting a further 
increase in the volume of non-Jordanians working in 
the Kingdom. I can't reconcile such a prediction when 
unemployed Jordanians exceed 150,000 and are ready 
to accept wages as little as JD80 a month. 

On the negative side we notice the complete loose- 
ness of the Jordanian labour market, which is virtual- 
ly wide open to everyone with almost no restrictions. 
As a matter of fact guest workers do not come to 
Jordan because they secured job offers or employment 
contracts, they simply come over to look for jobs. The 
unemployment rate among guest workers is perhaps 
higher than the unemployment rate prevailing in the 
country. 

Egyptian. Syrian, and Iraqi workers are of course 
welcome in Jordan, not only due to pan- Arab consid- 
erations. but also because they are producers and hard 
workers who serve the country’s economy and help 
build it. However, the priority should be for 
Jordanians. We expect the Gulf states for instance to 
welcome Jordanian expatriates, but we don't chal- 


lenge the fair rule that Gulf workers have priority, in 
obtaining jobs available in their respective countries. 
All that we hope for in the Gulf labour market is to be 
the second best, i.e., to be given the priority oyef 
Asian labourers, but not over nationals. We should 
apply the same principle in our own labour market: • 

There is no sacred rule which allows Egyptians, 
Syrians, and Iraqis to Jordan any time, work without a 
permit and stay without a residency permit. It is a 
given; so much so that the government does not know 
the exact number of the guest workers, let alone their- 
names, addresses, and nature of the jobs they occupy. 

A month ago, the Saudi Arabian minister of labour 
revealed that the number of Jord anian s residing in 
Saudi Arabia is 107.325. Can the Jordanian minister 
of labour tell us how many Egyptians, Syrians, or 
Iraqis work and live in Jor dan at a given moment? 

So far the case of guest workers has no political 
dimensions, but it is very important from security, 
social, and health standpoints. Perhaps the govern- 
ment will rise up to the challenge and regulate the 
domestic labour market. If it does not act when the 
unemployment rate is so high, then when? 
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India’s bomb has worrisome roots 


By Gwynne Dyer 


pi ’ 


“NOTHING BETTER 
could have happened," said 
Air Chief Marshal N.C. 
Suri, former head of the 
Indian Air Force. “It's won- 
derful. I’m speechless” 
burbled former defence 
minister Raja Ram aim a. 
And all across India, hun- 
dreds of millions of others 
shared their joy. 

The knots of people gath- 
ered around newspapers, 
the naive nationalism, the 
cheering crowds: the scenes 
in India after its first three 
nuclear weapons tests in the 
Thar desert on May 11 were 
eerily reminiscent of those 
old photographs of the 
crowds in European cities 
that cheered the outbreak of 
the First World War. 

It is India's sovereign 
right to build and test as 
many nuclear weapons as it 
wishes. It is just very, very 
.stupid to exercise that right. 

The Chinese (who signed 
the Test Ban Treaty after 
one last round of tests in 
1 996) may not resume test- 
ing, because they already 
have hundreds of opera- 
tional warheads. But 
Beijing was alarmed by 
India Defence Minister 
George Fernandes's warn- 
ing last month that China 
posed as much danger to 
India as Pakistan. This 
month will see some seri- 
ous nuclear target planning 
in China. 

Pakistan, whose nuclear 
weapons have never been 
tested (it probably has a 
dozen or so), will probably 
cany out nuclear tests too 
before the end of this year. 
“We are in a headlong arms 
race on the subcontinent.” 
said Pakistan's Foreign 
Minister Gohar Ayub, 
adding: “(the Indians) are 
more or less saying ‘to hell 
with you’." 

That is. unfortunately. 


just what the Indian gov- 
ernment led by Prime 
Minister Atai Bihari 
Vajpayee is saying. Its goal 
is more to reap the domes- 
tic rewards of an aggres- 
sively nationalistic policy 
than to scare the hell out of 
the neighbours, but actions 
have consequences. In this 
case, predicts Indian mili- 
tary analyst Praful Bidwai. 
the consequences are “two 
nuclear arms races: a small 
one with Pakistan and a big 
one with China." 

These races will be unsta- 
ble and highly dangerous, 
more like the terrifying 
Soviet-American con- 
frontations from the Berlin 
Airlift (1948) to the Cuban 
Crisis (1962) than the later, 
more reliable mutual deter- 
rence of the 70s and 80s. 

This is because when the 
total numbers of nuclear 
weapons are only in . the- 
hundreds (as in the Cold 
War of the 50s. and in' the 
China-India-Pakistan trian- 
gle in the near future ), there 
is a major incentive in a cri- 
sis to use them first. A well- 
directed first strike could 
cripple the other side's abil- 
ity to retaliate. 

It gets worse. Both 
Pakistan and India will 
have highly vulnerable 
nuclear forces for the fore- 
seeable future — airplanes 
and immobile land-based 
missiles — which doubles 
the incentive to launch a 
nuclear first strike in a cri- 
sis. And the fascist leanings 
of the current Indian gov- 
ernment make crises very 
likely. 

The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP» that leads the 
present coalition has 
dropped or denied most of 
its ultra-nationalist and 
Hindu supremacist policies 
during the past year, in 
order to lure various 
regional parties into part- 
nership with it. Prime 


Minister Vajpayee is the 
urbane and smiling sales- 
man of the new moderation 
— but the weapons tests are 
the policy of the old BJP. 

There are other unpleas- 
ant BJP policies that may 
shortly rise from their shal- 
low graves, like a profound 
hostility to India's Muslim 
minority that is bound to 
worsen relations with 
Pakistan. More generally, 
the BJP’s reflexes are typi- 
cally fascist, in that it 
believes that beating the 
drums about India's mili- 
tary strength and telling the 
rest of the world to go to 
hell are the best way to 
unite and mobilise Indians. 

Fascism is a strong word, 
calling up images of Hitler 
and the death camps. But 
the BJP is actually the 
political wing of a paramil- 
itary organisation, the 
Rosbtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh ( Association of 
‘ National Volunteers) or 
R5S. that was founded in 
the 20s to do for Indians 
what its founders believed 
Mussolini was doing for the 
Italians. 

From the beginning, the 


R5S evoked a lost golden 


age of Indian national 
power and racial purity, and 
sought to create solidarity 
by targeting minorities as 
enemies. India's 50 million 
Christians and Sikhs come 
in for their share of abuse, 
but the main target has 
always been the 120 mil- 
lion Indian Muslims — the 
‘Semitic problem', as the 
RSS's early leader Madhav 
Gowalkar put it. 

Gowalkar. known to his 
uniformed followers sim- 
ply as ‘the guru’, wrote an 
influential book called ‘We, 
or Our Nationhood 
Defined’, in which he had 
some kind things to say 
about Hitler. “To keep up 
the purity of the nation and 
its culture, Germany 


shocked the world by the 
purging of its Semitic race, 
the Jews. National pride at 
its highest has been mani- 
fested there....” 

“The non-Hindu people 
in India must.. .learn to 
revere the Hindu religion, 
must entertain no idea but 
the glorification of the 
Hindu nation... .They may 
stay in the country only 
subordinated to the Hindu 
nation, cl aimin g nothing, 
deserving nothing.” 

Gowalkar 's book is so 
embarrassing that it has 
long been out of print, and 
today's Indian fascists have 
much smoother spokesmen. 
But as Madan Das, joint 
secretary of the RSS, said 
earlier this year: “The BJP 
is a creation of the RSS 
cadre. (Prime Minister) 
Vajpayee cannot be a mod- 
erate. He was bom, brought 
up,.an,d.grown.in the RSS. 
He just presents our 
thoughts differently." 

To have such people play- 
ing with nuclear weapons is 
not a happy development 
for the world, and five tests 
in a week shows just how 
much they love them. 
Indians are right about the 
hypocrisy of the current 
nuclear powers, who sign 
treaties banning the spread 
of nuclear weapons to new 
countries while refusing to 
scrap their own, but you do 
not cure the sickness by 
spreading it. Nor do you 
enhance your own national 
security by going nuclear. 

If and when the bombs 
fall, Vajpayee and his min- 
isters will doubtless have 
underground bunkers to 
hide in, as will their oppo- 
site numbers in Pakistan 
and China. But on that day 
it will not be much fun out 
on the streets of Karachi, 
Wuhan, and Bombay. 



Dark clouds do pass 


To the editor: 


THE 15TH OF May marks one of humanity's darkest 
hours. On this day 50 years ago, a dark cloud of 
human dispersal, grief and bloodletting engulfed the 
region with the establishment of the “Israeli State” 
on die sacred land of Islam and on the ruins of scores 
and scores of Arab towns and villages and signposts 
to centuries of uninterrupted Arab habitation. 

What compounds the tragedy of Palestine — the 
land of the sanctified mosques, of the sepulchres, of 
the prophets and saints and martyrs — is that it was 
a product of the labours, ideas and struggle of those 
who are descendants of Abraham, Moses, David and 
Solomon — prophets who taught humanity the sanc- 
tity of human life and property, prophets who impart- 
ed to humanity the ethic of human dignity through 
submission to the Creator and His Law. 

■ 

As much as it is a day that marks the folly of those 
who think that history and destiny can be made by 
the barrel of the gun, the unethical excercise of 
-power and the spreading of-corruption, it is equally a 
testament to the decades of endurance, striving and 
dignified tolerance of affliction which has been' the' 
circumstance of so many Palestinians and 
Jordanians, and Arabs and Muslims. In a crucial 
sense, also, it is a testament to the tragic conse- 
quences and cost to humans when governments and 
people choose not to confront a challenge to their 
security, their freedom, their future and their sense of 
what is right. 

In history many a dark cloud that appeared on the 
horizon of the human condition passed, through the 
moral resolve of those, who with courage and stead- 
fastness, resisted, endured and overcame, or through 
the forces of disintegration that God Almighty 
instills in those whose triumph is at the expense of 
their soul and the well-being of others. 


Khaled Nnsseibeb 
Amman 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions 
from its readers on any issue they wish to tackle. 
Letters intended for publication should contain the 
writer's full name and preferably address as well. 
Names can be withheld upon reguest but only under 
special circumstances. Letters are subject to editing 
and abridging. 


Everyone is looking towards a Palestinian state 


By James P. Karmy 


FOR PALESTINIAN President 
Yasser Arafat. 1999 will be the year 
of the declaration of the Palestinian 
state. Not on paper as it was in 19SS 
in Algiers, but on the ground in the 
territories under the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). But the 
Israeli prime minister has warned 
that it will be a big mistake if the 
Palestinians unilaterally declare a 
Palestinian state, and that Israel will 
take whatever measures it can to 
thwart the effect of such a move on 
the ground. 

The question now is whether the 
PNA has any authority to declare a 
Palestinian state and what are the 
logical consequences of such a 
development Fust U.N. General 
Assembly Resolution No. 3236 in 
1974 and resolutions of other inter- 
national organisations have recog- 
nised the right of the Palestinian 
people to an independent Palestinian 
state and their right to self-determi- 
nation. There is also an international 
consensus about the right of the 
Palestinian people to have their own 
state. Second, the Oslo accords and 
the treaty of Washington had envi- 
sioned and prospectively have 
declared 1999 as the year in which 
the final status of die Palestinian ter- 
ritories will be decided. 

The peace process has stalled 
because Israel is not agreeing to con- 
tinue withdrawing from the West 


Bank on the premise that the 
Palestinians are not guaranteeing its 
security from attacks by “terrorists." 
A recent U.S. State Department 
report revealed that the PNA is tak- 
ing all necessary and reasonable 
measures to fight “terrorist attacks" 
and praised Arafat for his efforts to 
combat any attacks against Israel. 
The PNA cannot not be forced to do 
more than the Israelis are doing. If 
the Israeli government cannot pre- 
vent those attacks, can more be 
expected from the PNA? Israel is 
using the threats of terrorists attacks 
as a smoke screen to avoid facing 
the 1999 deadline, final status of the 
West Bank and the start of the nego- 
tiations on Jerusalem. Therefore the 
PNA is within its rights and authori- 
ty to declare a Palestinian state in the 
territories under its control. 

Netanyahu's threats to take mea- 
sures against any unilateral decision 
made bv the PNA remind us of the 
Israeli mentality that prevailed dur- 
ing the intifada: Break the 

Palestinians’ bones. This policy has 
completely failed to prevent the 

Palestinian people from continuing 
their struggle and to obtain recogni- 
tion by Israel and the U.S. of their 
right to exist, their right as a 

Palestinian people, and uTrecognise 
the PLO and its chairman. This has 
led to the withdrawal from some of 
the occupied territories in the West 
Bank. The same fate will befall such 
taken against the 


Palestinian people. Those measures 
have failed before to dissuade the 
Palestinians from continuing their 
struggle and they will tail again. 

Similarly, the policy of intimida- 
tion and economic sanctions against 
certain countries and their people 
has failed consistently in our modem 
world. Look at the sanctions against 
Cuba, imposed some 40 years ago, 
they failed to budge or change 
Cuba's policies whether it is foreign 
or domestic. The same arguments 
apply to Iran. Iraq, and Libya not to 
mention Vietnam. We should men- 
tion that the sanctions against the 
previous racist regime of South 
Africa imposed by the majority of 
the nations of the world did not force 
the South African regime to change 
its policy of apartheid for almost 20 
years. The same reasoning will 
apply to China. Fifty years after the 
establishment of the Communist 
regime in China, the political struc- 
tures are still in place. In the Western 
Hemisphere, we have a misconcep- 
tion that external pressure and eco- 
nomic sanctions and isolation 
imposed on certain countries will 
help us establish democratic regimes 
and liberal economies in (hose coun- 
tries. This conception is dead wrong. 
Nor only did it fail, it backfired. 


How many economic opportunities 
:1c 


measures 


have been lost because of the embar- 
goes imposed that precluded the 
conclusion of trade and investment 
agreements? In one word, the 


Western societies are in need of 
countries that they are sanctioning. It 
is not the sanctions and the will of 
certain states that will determine the 
kind of government the people of 
other countries should have. It is the 
will of the people of each country 
that will determine what kind of 
government or policy that country 
should have. We have a myth in the 
West that SDI or some kind of arras 
race had wiped out the former Soviet 
Union. 

Simply stated any measures Israel 
will take will not stop the Palestinian 
people from seeking independence. 
This is what I noticed from my 
recent visit to Jerusalem, Haifa, and 
some major cities in the West Bank. 
The people there are well aware of 
their rights and they are not going to 
give up no matter how hard it is and 
no matter how long it will take. A 
21 -year-old man, working as a taxi 
driver, told me on my way to mv 
hotel “perhaps they can destroy our 
homes, throw us out, but they win 
not destroy our dreams, take our 
rights or weaken our will. I have 
nothing to lose. Perhaps they van- 
quished our grandfathers and fathers 
but can they vanquish my children 7 
We are here to stay and to see the 
Palestinian flag raise over the capital 
of our state. Jerusalem.” AH over the 
West Bank and among the Arabs of 
Israel one word is on the tongue 
these days, the birth of ' 
Palestinian state. 


Amazing, it took the Zionist 
movement 50 years to create a 
Jewish state and it will take the 
Palestinian people 50 years to create 
their own. 

One question remains. Will die 
Palestinian state benefit other than 
the Palestinian people. Of course, it 
will benefit Israel itself. The 
Palestinians probably will have the 
Israelis as their first and primary 
business partners, importers and 

exporters. The United States will 
benefit The Palestinian state is with- 
out infrastrucure, who else should be 
called upon to build other than 
American companies. No longer 
will the military and financial sup- 
port for Israel to build, maintain and 
Strengthen its military might be 
needed Then the money earmarked 
wifi go from supporting means of 
destruction to means of reconstruc- 
tion. Finally, a Palestinian state will 
probably end 50 years of conflict in 
the Middle East 

t Thirty years ago, Golda Meir said: 

“The Palestinians do not exist We 
are the tnie people of Palestine." If 
the late prime minister could see 
what has changed since her death, 
she would find that she would be 
shaking the hands with the president 
of die Palestinian state. 


the 


The writer is an attorney based w 
Anaheim. California in die US. He 
contributed this article to die Jotdtm 
Times. 
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On March 25, 1998 Professor Hisham 
Skarabi delivered The Kareema Khonrv 
Annual Distinguished Lecture at the Centre 
for Contemporary Arab Studies of George- 
town University in 'Washington, D.C. Fol- 
lowing is the second part of that lecture 
which is being reprinted in three parts. 

I WAS in Jordan in the wake of the Arab defeat 
in the 1967 war. I witnessed the emergence of 

ihe PLO as the umbrella organisation of the 

major Palestinian guerrilla groups, including 
die two most important, the Movement for the 
Liberation of Palestine (Fateh), an ideological- 
ly mixed group headed by Yasser Arafat, and 
ihe Popular Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (PFLP), the major leftist grouping, led by 
George Habasb. In my view, the fate of the 
PLO was sealed when the leadership of the 
newly-restructured organisation was won bv 
Arafat For the next 30 years, the PLO was 
dominated by conservative forces Jinked to oil- 
rich Arab regimes and it was shaped by 
Arafat's patriarchal style and leadership. As 
for the Palestinian left, it was reduced to a sub- 
ordinate role, though it continued to enjoy 
wide support among the intellectuals and the 
educated youth of the refugee camps. 

Had George H abash been elected to the lead- 
ership of the PLO, would the organisation 
have become a genuinely revolutionary move- 
ment, which it never was allowed to become 
under Arafpt? It is difficult to tell. Looking 
back, a left leadership would probably have 
provided the PLO with the two essential ingre- 
dients Arafat, with disastrous consequences, 
could not provide: a political vision and ratio- 
nal organisation and practice. 

In the summer of 1969 I met Habash and 
Arafat separately, in the western hills of Jor- 
dan. where the various guerrilla groups had 
been encamped after the 1967 war. They could 
not have been more different — in appear- 
ance, personality, education, and intellectual 
orientation. Habash was a medical doctor in 
his early forties, a secular Arab nationalist 
with a Marxist orientation, educated at the 
American University of Beirut, fluent in Eng- 
lish, and a charismatic public speaker. He was 
a perfect example of the educated, modem, 
post-World War II Palestinian intellectual. We 
talked for hours about different subjects, about 
the current dangerous situation in Jordan, 
intra-Palestinian factional differences. United 
Stats, policy, and the programme of the 
newiy-created Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine. Joining us at various points in the 
discussion were young men and women in 
khaki uniform, some of whom had recently 


crossed the river to join the PFLP. I came back 
convinced that a revolutionary Palestinian 
movement had emerged, one capable of mobil- 
ising the great human and material potential of 
the Palestinians and probably of sparking a 
radical movement across the Arab World. 

Arafat was in his late thirties, an architectur- 
al engineering graduate of Cairo University 
and a former successful contractor in Kuwait 
with strong ties to the Muslim Brothers. He 
met me warmly, speaking, to my surprise, wiih 
an Egyptian dialect. The meeting lasted about 
an hour during which he amiably spoke on 
several subjects, giving only vague answers to 
the many questions I addressed to him. In the 
years that followed I came to know him quite 
well, well enough, at any rate, to allow me to 
make some observation’s about his sty le of 
leadership and its effect on the outcome of 
Palestinian struggle. 

If Habash can be described as a representa- 
tive of the modem Palestinian intellectual- 
activisL Arafat would be representative of the 
opposite model. In many ways, he is a perfect 
example of the .Arab (neo) patriarchal person- 
ality, one which is not quite traditional, nor 
fully modem. As a leader, Arafat reflected all 
the characteristics of the traditional father; 
expertise at ceremonial sociability, incompe- 
tence at dealing with technical and theoretical 
issues, inability to delegate power, and the 
consistent abrogation to himself of functions 
he is not qualified to handle. This accounts for 
his grave failure in mobilising Palestinian tal- 
ent and for the reduction early on of the PLO 
to an ineffective bureaucratic structure. In all 
his appointments, considerations of personal 
loyalty 1 and blind obedience are more impor- 
tant than the qualities of competence and 
effectiveness. This is partly why the PLO. like 
most Arab patriarchal regimes, could not face 
up to Israel's modem instrumental rationality. 
In the modem world, patriarchy, as a social 
system, is ultimately dysfunctional; the only 
system more dysfunctional than patriarchy is 
neopauiarchy. 

In retrospect, it is difficult to understand not 
only how Mr. Arafat could have survived all 
the mistakes he kept committing, but how be 
was never able to learn from these mistakes — 
tragic mistakes, as for example, the horrifying 
way in which the lives of thousands of young 
men and women were for years repeatedly sac- 
rificed in the same so-called commando oper- 
ations against Israel that almost invariably 
ended in disasrer, making it easier for the 
Israelis to portray the Palestinian guerrillas as 
terrorists. 

The Madrid peace process initiated in 1991 


PLO been defeated? 


produced what .Arafat had dreaded most; the 
emergence of an alternative Palestinian leader- 
ship. The distinguished Palestinian negotiating 
team headed by Dr. Haidar Abdul-Shafi pro- 
jected an image of Palestinians as rational, 
practical, and articulate in sharp contrast with 
the image of Arafat and his group. He had 
every reason to fear Abdul-Shafi, a respected 
physician, who looked like Mandela, with an 
impeccable political record and a long history 
of struggle, and who would have probably 
played a leadership role in Palestine had he 
been allowed to remain in the public eye. But 
.Arafat's secret Oslo agreement not only 
enabled him to pull the rug out from under 
Abdul-Shafi and his team, but to put himself 
firmly back in the saddle. Duly elected chair- 
man of the Palestinian Authority in 1995. he 
emerged more powerful than ever. Now for- 
mally recognised by the international commu- 
nity as the democratically elected spokesman 
of the Palestinian people, he had the power to 
agree to any condition acceptable to Israel, and 
to validate’ any final settlement simply by 
affixing his signature to it. 

In the eyes of many Palestinians, Mr. Arafat 
today represents the gravest threat to the cohe- 
siveness, security, and national well-being of 
the Palestinian people. 

But Mr. .Arafat will not last forever. In the 
next few years, as the older Palestinian gener- 
ation dies out and the younger generation takes 
over, fundamental changes are likely to take 
place in the political organisation and goals of 
the Palestinian people in regard to action with- 
in Israel itself, within the West Bank and Gaza, 
and within the Palestinian diaspora. 

What form will these changes lake in each of 
the three arenas of future Palestinian action? 

Within Israel, where political action will 
focus more and more on equality and civil 
rights, the younger educated generation enter- 
ing political life will shed the traditional ethnic 
and religious ties that were carefully cultivated 
by the Israeli administration since 1948 to 
divide the Palestinians, and begin to partici- 
pate fully in Israeli political life as Israeli citi- 
zens with equal rights. As Palestinians become 
more integrated politically and economically, 
they will be in a position not only to influence 
significantly the outcome of national elections, 
but also to have an input in political decision- 
making. As a distinct political force, they will 
be able to enhance their effectiveness by foil- 
ing alliances with the progressive and secular 
forces in Israel, There is little doubt that a 
prosperous, cohesive Palestinian community 
in Israel, as it acquires political power com- 
mensurate with its size, will bolster Palestinian 


identify and transform the Palestinians in 
Israel :r.:o important players in Palestinian and 
Arab affairs. 

In the Wev. Bank and Gaza, the failure of the 
peace process has revealed Israel's structural 
inability to accept a solution to the Arab- 
Israeli conflict based on the United Nations 
resolutions and international consensus. The 
reason for this is that both the U.N. resolutions 
and the international consensus are predicated 
on the partition of Palestine. Both the former 
Rabin Labour government and the present 
Netanyahu Likud government sought to get 
around a partition on solution by offering dif- 
ferent formulas based instead on separation. 
While Rabin's formula was based on a stream- 
lined version of the South African bantustan 
mode! with limited seif-rale in the guise of a 
Palestinian suite. Netanyahu’s plan is based on 
an antiquated apartheid model with local 
autonomy but without even a vestige of state- 
hood. Thus, the disagreement bera een Labour 
and Likud is no: over substance, as the main- 
stream media maintains, for both reject parti- 
tion. but over a politically correct way of seg- 
regating the Palestinians within a framework 
that will preserve Israel’s hegemony over all of 
Palestine. 

If this is a correct description of the situa- 
tion, and 1 think it is. then the central question 
is, what action can the Palestinians take in 
dealing with it? 

The Palestinians have three options: accept- 
ing the status quo. opposing the status quo, or 
engaging in long-term struggle against iL 

The first option, which some Palestinians 
consider the most realistic option, is based on 
the belief that the Oslo peace process offers 
Lhe best chance to establish a foothold in 
Palestine, which could be transformed into a 
political entity that could in time become a 
state. This view bases itself on the experience 
of decolonization, particularly Tunisia’s where 
acceptance of limited autonomy eventually led 
to independence, the dismantling of the 
colons settlements, and the eventual repatria- 
tion of the colons themselves. This view 
ignores the fact that in Palestine radically dif- 
ferent conditions obtain, most significantly, 
the fact that there is no mother country to 
which the Jewish sealers may one day be repa- 
triated, and that the settlements in time will 
only continue to increase and expand. 

The second option is reformist opposition to 
the existing regime in the West Bank and 
Gaza. Jts goal would be to reform the Palestin- 
ian Authority and expand Palestinian autono- 
my. along the lines being attempted today by 
various groups and organisations in Palestin- 


ian civil society. In this reformist movement, 
the Palestinian Legislative Council, or at least 
certain members and groupings within it. 
could play an important role, firstly, protecting 
those democratic structures that still exist in 
Palestinian political life, and secondly, prepar- 
ing, when the lime comes, for the orderly tran- 
sition of power, and the replacement of the 
present pamarchal regime with a democratic 
one. 

The third and probably most important 
option — and the one likely io be central in 
the next phase — is long-term national strag- 
gle to end Israel’s occupation of the West Bank 
and Gaza, restore Arab and Muslim Jerusalem, 
dismantle the Jewish settlements, and establish 
an independent Palestinian state alongside the 
state of Israel. 

What form would the struggle option take? 

It would claim the right to all legitimate 
forms of struggle, from non-violent forms of 
resistance to classical forms of armed struggle. 
From a political point of view, however, non- 
violent struggle is probably the more effective 
one in the long ran. Yet, if the present condi- 
tions of repression and humiliation continue, 
wide-scale violence could prove to be the 
more likely option. Opting for national strag- 
gle is bound to enhance uncontrollable indi- 
vidual acts of self-sacrifice, the ultimate power 
of the powerless. 

Popular resistance, which is likely to bring 
back the intifada, will simultaneously lead to 
building alliances and grassroots organisa- 
tions. like the ones that emerged spontaneous- 
ly in the early days of the original intifada 
(which was snuffed out by the PLO leadership 
in Tunis). If this succeeds by the turn of the 
century, this new post- patriarchal liberation 
struggle will regain the human face of the first 
intifada and win the support of progressive 
forces the world over, including the support of 
progressive Jewish forces in Israel and the 
United Stares. 

In the next phase of straggle, a heavy respon- 
sibility will fall upon the shoulders of the dias- 
pora Palestinians, the largest group of Pales- 
tinians. This group will have to carry out the 
task of putting together the financial and 
administrative structures necessary for extend- 
ing all kinds of support to the Palestinians in 
Israel, the West Bank, and Gaza, and iu the 
diaspora as well, in economic aid, educational 
and social assistance, and broad political sup- 
port. 

Sharabi is a Professor of European Intellectu- 
al History and Omar Mukhtar Professor of 
Arab Culture at Georgetown University. 
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By Fiona Ortiz 

Reuters 

GUATEMALA CITY — 
Thieves seeking to steal 
Guatemala’s history slog 
through the swampy, low- 
land jungles of northern 
Peten province, carrying 
gas-fuelled power saws, 
weapons to intimidate 
guards and cash to bribe 
them. 

At remote mins in this 
roadless land, they saw 
away ancient Mayan Indian 
carvings and smuggle them 
abroad to sell to private 
collectors. 

Guatemala's culture min- 
istry says looters have ran- 
sacked thousands of Mayan 
graves and ruined hundreds 
of carvings whose hiero- 
glyphics tell the history of 
a people who flourished 
centuries before the Euro- 
pean conquest But the 
cash-strapped government 
recovering from 36 years of 
civil war that ended in 
1996, is moving slowly to 
protect the Mayan ruins. 

“They are stealing our 
history and profaning 
sacred sites, so we have ini- 
tiated a crusade to recuper- 
ate those treasures and to 
destroy the international 
Market where people pay 
hundreds of thousands of 
dollars For our artefacts,” 
Culture Minister Augusto 

Vela told Reuters in an 

interview. 

Vela said army troops 
have been sent to Peten to 
Suaid a few of the 2,000 
blown Mayan ruins in the 
| sgton. He also praised a 
year-old agreement with 
ihe United States that 
Mflkes it easier for 
Guatemala to recover 
smuggled antiquities. 

And last month the gov- 
en tment began a project to 
°°Py carvings. The origi- 
ns will be safely housed 
10 a local museum while 
^piicas will remain at the 
nans to foil thieves. 

Copying the carvings 

Food, beer and cigarette 
Pmu Philip Morris Interna- 


tional Inc. announced 
recently it would provide 
S 150.000 to Guatemala to 
copy 50 carvings known as 
stelae - — tail stones cov- 
ered with hieroglyphics 
and usually a ruler’s por- 
trait 

The copies, made of 
crushed stone and fibre- 
glass. are hardy enough to 
withstand vandalism, light 
enough for easy transport. 
Copying stelae and sroring 


the originals in museums 
has helped preserve pre- 
cious artefacts at other 
ancient Mayan cities such 
as Palenque in Mexico and 
Copan in Honduras. 

The project began with 
carvings from three Mayan 
sites of Ceibal, Dos Pilas 
and Aguateca. none acces- 
sible by car. They all lie 
near lake Peiex Batun, a 
few hours' journey south 
from Guatemala's most 
famous Mayan ruin, Tikal. 

The elaborate stelae from 
the three sites, which flour- 
ished from 250-900 AD. 
will be moved to a visitor 
centre in the nearby town 
of Sayaxche on the Pasion 
River. Vela said the govern- 
ment is seeking additional 
funding to build the muse- 
um. 

In the heyday of Dos 
Pilas and Ceibal. dozens of 
stelae stood in the cities' 
central plazas. In front of 
each upright carving, 
Mayan spiritual leaders 
sacrificed animals and 


human captives on round 
altar stones. 

The stunning carvings 
show proud, warlike rulers. 
At Dos Pilas, a huge stele 
shows the power of a king 
in jaguar-pelt boots, stand- 
ing above the naked, 
trussed-up body of jaguar 
paw, the lord of a neigh- 
bouring city that bad been 
vanquished. 

At Ceibal a stele shows 
the proud profile of a king 


tooned scepter. Snakes tie 
knots around his waist, cas- 
cade off his headdress and 
poke out of his boots. 

■ 

A miracle that stelae 
survive 

It is a miracle that any 
stelae survive at all. The 
Mayans did not respect 
each others' art, and during 
wars between city states 
the victor would destroy 
the enemy’s carvings. After 
the Mayan culture faded — 
for reasons still unclear to 
archaeologists — before 
the end of the first millen- 
nium, centuries of weather 
eroded the surviving carv- 
ings. 

Now criminals, not the 
elements, threaten the carv- 
ings. At Ceibal, Dos Pilas 
and Aguateca, guards live 
on monthly salaries of 
$115, making them suscep- 
tible to bribes. Elsewhere 
in Peten. guards have died 
trying to protect ruins. 


“Lasi year one of our 
guards confronted them 
and they killed him. These 
pillagers don’t respect any- 
thing,” Vela said. 

At Aguateca and other 
sites, visitors can see rude, 
pale scars on the stelae 
where robbers have cleanly 
sawed off two-inch-thick 
pieces from the surface, 
carrying away the carvings 
and leaving the heavy stone 
behind. 

In Ceibal last year, rob- 
bers searched one of three 
carved crouching monkeys 
that held up a famous 
round altar. 

With a bilateral cultural 
patrimony agreement 
signed in 1997 with the 
United States, Guatemala 
hopes to diminish the inter- 
national market for stolen 
carvings. Martin Sullivan, 
chair of the U.S. Cultural 
Property Advisory Com- 
mittee, said the agreement 
gives Guatemala a strong 
legal position to try to 
recover items that have 
been smuggled into the 
United States. 

Since the agreement was 
signed. Vela said, 
Guatemala has recovered 
500 valuable pieces from 
the United Stares. He also 
hopes the accord will help 
Guatemala recover more 
than 100 Maya carvings 
and pottery that were put 
on display recently at 
Boston's Museum of Fine 
Arts. 

Vela said experts from 
Guatemala have concluded 
the pieces were smuggled 
out of Guatemala in viola- 
tion of local laws, and Sul- 
livan said the agreement 
may put pressure on muse- 
ums to investigate the ori- 
gin of private collections 
more carefully before 
putting them on display. 

Sullivan said it was better 
for original stelae and other 
Maya cultural materials to 
be displayed in contexr in 
the Peten rather than in a 
museum. “When taken out 
of context it becomes more 
difficult to see the histori- 
cal associations.” 


They are stealing our history and 
profaning sacred sites, so we have 
initiated a crusade to 

recuperate those treasures and to 
destroy the international market 
where people pay 
hundreds of thousands of dollars 
for our artefacts,’ Guatemalan 
Culture Minister Augusto Vela 


bearing an enormous, fes 


King’s address at banquet in honour of Swiss president 


(Continued from page 1) 

were before. But we will try 
and will also strive. Today 
has also given us an 
opportunity to welcome 
your host yesterday. Presi- 
dent Arafat. I assured him 
of our continued support 
for him and for the organi- 
sation he heads as well as 
for the Palestinians. We 
were pleased with the way 
they have shown every pos- 
itive indication towards the 
peace process, particularly 
their response to the Amer- 
ican initiative and their 
acceptance of that initia- 
tive. We have expressed our 
support for it and we hope 
that things will move in the 
right direction in the near 
future because our war is 
against despair. Why 
should the United States be 
with us? Because we have 
chosen it to be a sponsor of 
the peace process along 
with Russia. The peace 
process has started in 
Madrid on the basis of U.N. 
Resolutions 242 and 33S, 
land for peace and of course 
the Palestinians were under 
our umbrella and now they 


are able to move forward 
and reach an agreement 
which was ratified. 

Then we have the Hebron 
agreement and l believe 
that the major power of the 
world is responsible for 
policies that give people the 
opportunity to create. I 
hope that the Americans 
will stand as they did in the 
peace agreement between 
Egypt and Israel and saved 
the situation when they 
stood by the Egyptians. 
And I hope the current case 
will be so, and that despair 
and anger will vanish. We 
hope to see something that 
has been missing: mutual 
respect, mutual understand- 
ing and an attempt to 
change the quality of life of 
people in order to live and 
enjoy peace. We will exert 
all our efforts to achieve 
this end. As far as my fami- 
ly is concerned, and its 
associations with your 
country, they date back to 
Faisal I. my late mother, ... 
and my father. I have trav- 
elled since my childhood to 
many places and have cer- 
tain tilings to memorise 
such as mv visit to Switzer- 

P 


land and I hope I can pay a 
visit to this dear country 
again. 

Thank you 

Following arc excerpts 
from the address of Swiss 
President Fabio Cotri dur- 
ing the banquet: 

Your Majesty, 

You already mentioned, 
and we all know, the distin- 
guished historical relations 
between your family and 
our country. They are close 
friendship relations. When I 
became president of my 
country in 1991, I have not 
visited any country except 
Jordan. I want to express 
my cordial feelings towards 
your country. And I want to 
say that this friendship can- 
not remain a symbolic ele- 
ment but it should be 
enhanced further through 
various means. Our deep 
discussions will lead 
towards better cooperation. 
As for Jordan, it is a friend, 
and w’e will tiy to extend 
our best to assist other 
countries. This visit is a 


sign of respect for your 
country's faith in democrat- 
ic values and this is the rea- 
son for escorting a parlia- 
mentary delegation with 
me. We respect your faith 
towards a market economy. 
Also accompanying us is a 
leading businessmen dele- 
gation to hold talks with 
their Jordanian counter- 
parts. I want to say that 
human intelligence will be 
the only winner at the end 
and that peace will be 
attained in the region. I 
would like to say, that dur- 
ing mv visit to Petra with 
Her Majesty Queen Noor. 
we heard some Israeli 
tourists chanting and 
singing a peace song, and 
what I concluded is that 
people want peace and that 
their representatives also 
want peace. 

Your Majesty, if Switzer- 
land can in any possible 
means help in this regard, 
we will do so. 

I want to thank you and 
your people for your warm 
w-elcome and generosity. 


British foreign secretary cancels Turkey visit — report 


ANKARA (AFP) — British 
Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook has called off a 
planned visit to Turicey due 
to ongoing differences on 
how to improve ties 
between Ankar a and the 
European Union (EU), the 
Turkish media reported Sat- 
urday. 

Ties between Ankara and 
the European Union have 
been frozen since Inst 
December after EU leaders 
excluded Turkey from their 
expansion plans. 

Mr. Cook's visit to Ankara 
next Tuesday, which was 
aimed at giving a fresh 
boost to relations and 
preparing for a Turkish-EU 
association meeting later 
this month, was announced 
here last Monday. 

Britain holds the 1 5-mem- 
ber EU’s six-monthly total- 
ing presidency until July. 

But the Istanbul daily Yeni 


Yuzyil and the news televi- 
sion channel NTV said the 
trip would not take place, as 

Turkey was pl anni ng to 
boycott the May 25 associa- 
tion council meeting in 
protest ai the EU’s policy 
toward Ankara. 

A Turkish foreign min- 
istry official was unable to 
confirm or deny the reports 
and British embassy offi- 
cials here w ere not available 
for comment. 

At a summit meeting in 
Luxembourg in December, 
EU leaders excluded Turkey 
from the bloc's enlargement 
plans in the foreseeable 
future while deciding to 
launch accession talks with 
11 other European coun- 
tries. 

Angered by the decision, 
Ankara moved to suspend 
all political dialogue with 
the Union, saying EU mem- 
bership was no longer a top 


priority. 

Turkey has mainly blamed 

its arch rival Greece and 
Germany for the deteriora- 
tion of lies. 

Efforts by France and 
Britain, two of the EU 
nations closest to the Turk- 
ish position, (o calm Ankara 
down have failed amid a 
continued Greek veto on 
EU economic aid to Turkey. 

Financial aid worth over 


two billion ecus over the 
next several years, constant- 
ly vetoed by Greece, was 
part of a customs union 
agreement which took 
effect in 1996 to boost trade 
between Turkey and the EU. 

The Turkish-EU associa- 
tion council meeting would 
be the two sides' first high- 
level talks since December. 


For Rent in Abdoun 

near American Embassy 


Furnished, Super-deluxe, fully equipped 
Apartments with 3 bedrooms, 3 bath 
each, some with separate garden . 

If interested call : 5866283/84 (9.&0am - 6.00pm) 

cellular 079/23311 
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Khalaf, senior officials brief Swiss delegation 


Jordan’s economy, investment opportunities 


AMMAN (Petra.) — Plan- 
ning Minister Rima Khalaf 
met Saturday a Swiss dele- 
gation of businessmen and 
discussed with them 
prospects of economic and 
industrial cooperation. 

Dr. Khalaf also expressed 
Jordan’s interest in benefit- 
ing from Switzerland’s 
expertise in encouraging 
small and medium-size 
industrial projects 

The delegation, accom- 
panying Swiss president 
Flavio Cotti, discussed 
with Dr. Khalaf Swiss aid 
to help Jordan's cement 


mining, agricultural, gar- 
ment, furniture, drug and 
other industries 

Yusef Mansour. head of 
the technical unit at the 
Ministry of Planning, 
briefed the businessmen 
about the Jordanian nation- 
al economy and the min- 
istry's future plans. 

The members of the dele- 
gation expressed interest in 
investing in Jordan noting 
that the Jordan ion-Swiss 
economic agreement pro- 
vides for such joint ven- 
tures. 


The Swiss delegation 


also held talks with Haidar 
Murad, the chairman of the 
Federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce, 
and Jordanian businessmen 
to discuss economic and 
trade links between Jordan 
and Switzerland. 

Mr. Murad briefed the 
guests on new Jordanian 
laws which encourage 
investments and provide 
incentives and privileges to 
investors. 

He told the visitors that 
the trade exchange 
between the two countries 
last year amounted to JD64 


million with Switzerland 
exporting JD 63 million 
worth of goods to the 
Kingdom. 

Mr. Murad urged 
Switzerland to buy Jordan- 
ian national products in 
order to adjust the balance 
of trade. 

The chairman of the fed- 
eration also discussed with 
the delegation ways for 
promoting economic links 
between the two sides. 

The directors of the Free 
Zones Corporation, the 
Investment Promotion Cor- 
poration and the Jordan 


Industrial Estates Corpora- 
tion explained at the meet- 
ing the areas where invest- 
ments can be made and 
called for more Swiss 
investments in jordan and 
more facilities for Jordan- 
ian products to enter Swiss 
markets. 

The delegation expressed 
Switzerland's readiness to 
provide backing to the Jor- 
danian industries to enable 
them to export to Switzer- 
land and help adjust the 
balance of trade between 
the two countries. 


G-7 urges 


ptisine 


IMF to 


publish 


country 


warnings 


Jordan plans to rally support for WTO membership 


By Ghalia Alul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordan plans to 
rally support for its accession 
to the 132-member World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) at 
an upcoming ministerial 
meeting in Geneva, an official 
said Saturday. 

Jordan, which has applied 
to join the WTO. enjoys an 
observer status at the Geneva 
meeting which will discuss 
the future agenda of the 
organisation and commemo- 
rate the anniversary of the 
establishment of the multilat- 
eral trade system [or the sign- 
ing of the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
in Switzerland,] Tam am 
Ghoul, director of the coordi- 
nation office of negotiations 
with the WTO told the Jordan 
Times. 

“It is important for Jordan, 
being a negotiating country, 
to rally support of the WTO 
members participating in the 
conference," Ms. Ghoul said. 

In an unprecedented step. 
Arab and Muslim countries 
— currently negotiating 


accession to the WTO — will 
submit two separate state- 
ments to the conference urg- 
ing the organisation to grant 
them treatment no less 
favourable than that accorded 
to the rest of the members, 
said Ms. Ghoul. 

Jordan concluded its first 
formal round of negotiations 
with the WTO last July fol- 
lowing an inaugural round in 
October 1996 when the King- 
dom submitted a detailed 
memorandum to the organisa- 
tion's members describing the 
country's economic situation 
with special emphasis on 
trade issues. 

According to Ms. Ghoul, 
the next round of negotiations 
between Jordan and the WTO 
will take place in Geneva dur- 
ing the last week of July. 

As a WTO member, Jordan 
will have to abide by certain 
conditions binding to ail 
members. These include 
forms of non-discrimination 
clauses such as the "most 
favoured nation*’ (MFN) and 
the “national treatment'' 
clause. 


According to a WTO state- 


ment, the MFN condition 
commits all members to grant 
products of other members 
treatment no less favourable 
than that accorded to the 
products of any other country. 

Consequently, no country is 
to give special trading advan- 
tages to another or to discrim- 
inate against it. All are on an 
equal basis and all share the 
benefits of any moves toward 
lower trade barriers. 

The statement adds that the 
most favoured nation treat- 
ment generally ensures that 
developing countries and oth- 
ers with little economic lever- 
age are able to benefit freely 
from the best trading condi- 
tions wherever and whenever 
they are negotiated. 

Ms. Ghoul indicated said 
that the “national treatment” 
clause commits all members 
to treat incoming goods no 
less favourable than the 
equivalent locally produced 
goods. 

She said that Jordan will 
also have to abide by a tariff 
binding condition which com- 
mits members to observe their 
tariffs and not raise them in 


the future. 

According to officials, Jor- 
dan should accelerate the 
implementation of Intellectu- 
al Property Right (1PR) rules 
before it can join the WTO. 

Jordan last month succeed- 
ed in averting plans by the 
United States Trade Repre- 
sentative (USTR1 to put the 
Kingdom on a "Priority 
Watch” list of countries vio- 
lating adequate protection of 
intellectual property rights. 

The decision not to place 
Jordan on the “Priority 
Watch” list followed talks in 
Washington where Jordan and 
the U.S. reviewed plans by 
the Kingdom to implement 
copyrights, patent and trade- 
mark legislation. 

However, according to the 
Pharmaceutical Research and 
Manufacturers of America 
(PhRMA). Jordan will be 
subject to what was termed an 
“out-of-cycle review” where- 
by progress on Jordan's plan 
to start implementing interna- 
tionally acceptable IPR rules 
will be evaluated during the 
course of this year. 

The USTR last year placed 


Jordan on a special “301 
Watch list'* citing inadequate 
intellectual property protec- 
tion for pharmaceuticals and 
other intellectual property- 
sensitive industries such as 
computer software and video 
games. 

Jordan's 16 drug manufac- 
turers, whose exports topped 
SI 40 million last year, want 
the Kingdom not to show 
flexibility when negotiating a 
grace period for adjustment 
with the WTO regulations. 

Under the association 
agreement signed between 
Jordan and the European 
Union to create a free trade 
area by the year 2010. Jordan 
was granted a grace period of 
three years to implement IPR 
rules. 

Jordan is one of 31 coun- 
tries currently negotiating to 
join the organisation’s 132 
members. The Arab countries 
that have already joined the 
WTO are Kuwait. Qatar. 
Egypt, Morocco, Tunisia, 
Mauritania, the United Arab 
Emirates. Djibouti and 
Bahrain. 


BIRMINGHAM, England 
(AFP) — The Group of Seven 
(G-7) leading industrial 
nations Friday urged the IMF 
to publish more information 
about member countries, 
including any causes for con- 
cern in their economies. 

G-7 beads of stare and gov- 
ernment said they attached 
“particular importance” to 
“encouraging the IMF to pub- 
lish more information about its 
3 and their policies. 


me 


mi:* 


including its concerns about 


members’ policy making and 
vulnerabilities.'' 

There have been calls for the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) to make public warn- 
ings about problems in mem- 
ber countries’ economies as 
part of moves to prevent a 
recurrence of the Asian crisis. 

But there have also been 
fears that publicising such 
information could precipitate 
the kind of crisis it is designed 
to avoid 

The IMF has hitherto only 
given such warnings in private. 

The G-7 leaders said the 
Asian financial crisis had 
revealed "potential weakness- 
es and vulnerabilities in the 
global financial system.” 

They called fora new frame- 
work “to ensure that the pri- 
vate sector plays a timely and 
appropriate role in the resolu- 
tion of financial crises.” 

They said the IMF should 
also publish more information 
about its own decision-making 
process, and said its policy- 
making Interim Committee 
should be developed “to per- 
mit a deeper and more effec- 
tive dialogue.” 


Jordanian fair in Gaza described as ‘major success* 
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By Mahmoud Masharqah 

Special to the Jordan Times 


GAZA — The six-day Jordanian 
trade fair which concluded in 
Gaza Thursday has been 
described by both Jordanian and 
Palestinian officials and business- 
men as a major success. 

According to the organisers, the 
Jor dani an Trade Association 
(JTA). many of the 40 Jordanian 
firms which displayed samples of 
their products at the fair conclud- 
ed contracts with Palestinian 
importers to purchase Jordanian 
products. 

The contracts are for foodstuffs, 
chemical detergents, electrical 
appliances, construction materi- 


als. ready-made garments and tex- 
tile products, cement, gas ovens, 
and refrigerators, according to 
JTA Director Halim Abu Rahmeh. 

Underlining the fair as a major 
step for opening markets for Jor- 
danian products in Palestine, Mr. 
Abu Rahmeh described the Pales- 
tinian markets as promising and 
hoped that the Palestinian 
importers will buy their products 
from Jordan in increased quanti- 
ties due to their high quality . 

Noting that the trade exchange 
between Jordan and Palestine at 
present does not exceed JD50 mil- 
lion annually, he expressed opti- 
mism that the fair will serve as a 
catalyst to increase the volume of 
trade exchange, especially as the 


Jordanian products are very com- 
petitive in quality and price and 
quite popular with Palestinian 
consumers. 

JTA Chairman Bassarn Saket 
stressed that the Palestinian mar- 
ket is very important for Jordan 
and hoped that the Palestinians 
will give preference to Jordanian 
goods over the Israeli products. 

He expressed hope that Jordan 
and Palestine will overcome the 
Israeli obstacles hindering bilater- 
al trade exchanges and that the 
Palestinians will free themselves 
from Israel's economic domi- 
nance 

Zokoriya Agha. member of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion's executive council who 


opened the trade fair deputising 
for President Arafat, emphasised 
that Jordan and Palestine comple- 
ment each other economically. 

He added that the Palestine 
National Authority hopes that the 
economies of both sides will be 
integrated and that the Palestinian 
markets will be free from Israel's 
economic hegemony and monop- 
oly. 

Munir Mubayedin who repre- 
sented the Jordan Cement Facto- 
ries Company at the fair, pointed 
out that the Palestinian markets 
are in dire need of the Jordanian 
cement in view of the huge con- 
struction programme going on in 
the Palestinian territories. 

Mr. Mubayedin said Jordan and 


the Palestinian National Authority 
are currently trying to change the 
“back-to-back” cement delivery 
system to a “door -to-door” sys- 
tem so as to prevent the wastage 
of cement in the present trans- 
portation process. 

A Housing bank representative 
at the fair said the bank is striving 
to bolster Jordanian-Palestinian 
economic and trade cooperation 
noting that the Housing Bank now 
has four branches in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip to con- 
tribute to the implementation of 
development projects. 

He said the bank has been pro- 
viding loans for Palestinian 
tourist, agricultural, construction- 
al and industrial projects. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Saloons 
5 Israel's Meir 
10 Sam Browne 
accoutrement 

14 Smart guy? 

15 Seething 

16 Ones more 

17 Divan 

16 Aquarium fish 

19 Brainstorm 

20 Child star from 
Texas? 

23 Outpouring of 
gossip 

24 Ankara 

25 Miss, neighbor 

28 Mao -Tung 

29 -majesty 

32 Club for Tiger 
34 "Leave ft to 

Beaver" co-star 
from Texas? 

36 Aaron 
Spelling's 
daughter 

39 Letters in much 

e-mail 

40 Show devotion 

41 Barbara 
Stanwyck's role 
as a Texan? 

46 Six-shooter 

47 Rear 
appendage 

48 Sounds of 
approval 

51 Haltof B.S. 

52 Attorney's deg. 
54 Honey-and-nut 

paste 

56 Actress from 
Texas? 

60 Frosted 

62 Lab containers 

63 Nat's property 

64 Slush follower? 

65 Follow after 

66 Really slink 

67 Tennis mils 

68 Make another 
attempt 

69 States further 


TMSPuzzJes©acJ.OTn 



By Holden Baker 
Greenfield, MA 


5 Type of table 


1 


2 

3 

4 


DOWN 
Low-slung 
hound 
Oahu hellos 
Shoot again 
Table runner 


6 Fellow orders 

7 Senate Majority 
Leader Trent 

8 More fraught 
with danger 

9 Tree-lined 
promenade 

10 Security money 

11 Purposeful 
undertaking 

12 Marvin or 
Remick 

13 H. Hughes' 
airflne 

21 Humdinger 

22 Machu Ptachu 
locale 

26 Stager Home 

27 Pretentiously 
creative 

30 Herring's kin 

31 Ger. warship 

33 G remans 

34 Sword handle 

35 Songstress 
Fitzgerald 

36 Redpeabbr. 

37 Of the ear 

38 Occupant 
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42 Loaf about 

43 Finished 

44 Buckingham of 
Fleetwood Mac 

45 were 

48 Concurred 

49 Hirsute 

50 Jabirus and 
marabous 


53 Pickling liquid 
55 Marine starter? 

57 Chances 

58 Near or far 
follower 

59 Disparaging 
remark 

60 Contingencies 

61 Pool stick 


Peanuts 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, MAY 17, 199$ ^ 





ABIES: (March 21 to April 19 ) If you’ve 
about an old friend, make the call. If this persOn^p^ 
a distance, perhaps you could meet halfway. 
a mutual friend anywhere near that point, youfre ^gg 
makings of a great party. Here's your excuse 

whole gang together again! • _ 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Someone 
ranks you wants to tell you what to do. You haye stirof% 
opinions, and it's important for this person ttfohfe 
stand bow you feel. You may have to go along: wife 
what he or she wants, but at least the final dedaqn will 

bean informed. one. . - - 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) This is a underfill day 
for an excursion. If you could make it a scientific excur- 
sion, even better.. One friend of yours, a wtiffiy. advent 
citrous type, would love to go along. He or she may 
inspire you to do a few things even farther out than 
■you've ever tried before. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Your shopping topr 
today could consist of quite a bit of research. Not.-tb 
worry. It's the perfect time For it. Don't decide too early* 
either. It looks like you may discover something this 
afternoon that will make a big difference in your choice. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) People will have firm 
opinions oh both sides today. Might as well expect ah 
argument, especially if you're going to visit an older 
person, such as one of your parents. No point in getting 
antagonistic. It's the differences that keep your relation- 
ship interesting, remember? 

VIRGO: (August 22 to- September 22) Have you got a 
stack of magazines to read? How about all those letters 
you've been meaning to answer? Or that new computer 
programme you’re planning to install? All those pro- 
jects you have lying around the house will be easier 
now. so get going. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You’re in a deci- 
sive mood, but that doesn't mean you’ll be unopposed. 
You'll have to get your mate's agreement if you’re 
p lannin g to buy something expensive. Don’t give up if 
your scheme is rejected at first. Just put together a bet- 
ter presentation and try again. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) It looks like 
your house needs rearranging. You'll be amazed at how 
creative you get once you’re into the project. Are going 
to feng shui the whole place, or what? That's not a bad 
idea Might as well have everything you can, including 
the vibes, working in your favour. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 

" a * 

You're in learning; inode today. Start by tackling an 
annoying work-related problem. Get a book or two on 
the -subjecL You should. have some sort of breakthrough 
by late afternoon or evening. For the rest of the night 
you can bask in the glory of having solved the puzzle. 
CAPRICORN: (December. 22 to January.20) Yon n\ay 
not be able to afford travel -right sow. Not to worry. This 
is only a ten^poraa^txmtiptmi; You’ll havbsurore'wqrk 
and more income, very soon. Besides, it looks like a pri- 
vate setting is more conducive to romance. Or maybe a 
phone call to distant friends- wtli do in place of a visit 
AQUARIUS: (Janu.aiy 21 to. February 19) Somebody 
near and dear to you is arguing with just- about every- 
thing you .say. Hang in there. You’re just about to come 
up with some fabulous new examples to prove your 
point You'll be so charming, the two of you may break 
down in giggles. It’s worth a by! ‘ 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Are you starting to 
chafe under .the yoke of a stifling bureaucracy? There 
might be something you can do about it- Stop by the 
library or consult a knowledgeable friend and figure a 
way to wiggle through without getting tangled up any 
further. 
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THE BETTER HALF, By Glasbergen 



should I buy — Chicken Soup 
for the Soul t Beef Stew for the Brain 
or Com Beef Hash for the Heart ? 11 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Honri Arnold and Mto AnM* 1 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to -farm 
four onfinaiy words. 
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WHY HE 


WHOM THEY LOST 
THE POU0LES 
MATCH 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sup* 
Seated by the above cartoon. 
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{ Answers tomonw; 

•foteUec; DRAMA BROOD ALBINO TONGUE 
Answer: Needed on a horse-drawn wsddteg carriage 
—A BRIDLE AND GROOM 
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Beat 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Yarmouk Insurance and Reinsurance Company 
to raise capital while keeping merger option open 


** THE YARMOUK Insurance and 
Reinsurance Company intends to. com- 
plete the procedures for raising its capital 
in implementation of a previous d ec ision 
by the general assembly and in order to 
fulfil the requirement of the insurance 
law. The company has opted for increas- 
ing the capital following unsuccessful 
negotiations held during the second half 
of 1997 for a merger with another insur- 
ance company. 

Although the company is still open for 
any other possible merger, it is now 
awaiting the approval of the Jordan 
Securities Commission to approve a pri- 
vate subscription for present shareholders 
to buy 500,000 shares. The company will 
also capitalise JD5 00,000 of voluntary 
reserves by awarding the shareholders 
free bonus shares. 

Board chairman Awni Saket told the 
general assembly that the insurance mar- 
ket is in a critical situation and that the 
reserves of the companies were exhausted 
in order to raise the capital. He indicated 
that the primary market was not 
favourable last year hoping that the con- 
ditions would improve. MiTSaket went on 
to say that new regulations may be issued 
soon requiring the capital of insurance 
companies to be raised to JD5 million. 
“This will undoubtedly force the compa- 
nies to renew merger negotiations that 
were not successful in the past. 

Mr. Saket said that the stiff competition 
among companies has caused insurance 
rates to decline in order to attract premi- 
ums. "This path was avoided by the com- 


pany because of the possible bad conse- 
quences.** he emphasised. As such, the 
company's premiums last year dropped 
and the investments at the stock exchange 
were all well due to the fall in share 
prices, Mr. Saket told the shareholders. 

According 10 the annual report, the 
company's total premiums earned last 
year amounted to JD2.03 million com- 
pared to JD2.S0 million in 1996. The 
marine department posted a JD33.4G0 net 
earning compared to JDS 1,900 in 1996. 

The net earnings of the fire and the gen- 
eral accidents departments were 
JD44,400 and JD1S.S00 respectively 
{JD45.300 and JDI7.900 in 1996). 

The losses were recorded by the vehicle 
and health insurance departments for 
JD58.600 (JD 16 1.700.1 and JD 18.500 
(JD9.060) respectively. Life insurance 
liabilities amounted to JD 14 1.100 where- 
as the earnings totalled JD56.500. 
Overall, the company registered a 
JD95.900 loss last year compared to a 
JD28300 profit in 1996. 

The report showed assets totalling 
JD4.1 million of which JD2.2 million 
were the company's securities portfolio. 

Mr. Saket concluded by assuring the 
shareholders that the company will strive 
to raise production without going into 
unsound competition. He said the compa- 
ny will also study and execute fruitful 
investment projects similar to the (com- 
pany's) building which is expected to 
yield a 12 per cent annual return as most 
of the premises were leased { A1 Ra'i + Al 
Dust our + Al Arab Al Yawn ). 
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Jordan’s AFM rated Arab World’s biggest gainer 


RIYADH l AFP) — Jordan’s 
stock market posted the 
biggeM gain* in the Arab 
World this week, climbing 
6.5 per cent, a* Kuwait's 
bourse took the worst rum- 
ble. dropping 2.7 per cent a 
specialist financial institute 


said Saturday 
Tina Amman Financial 
Mailet index, which had 
dropped slightly the previous 
week, posted a 6.5 per cent 
gain lo end the week a; 
179.95 points, according to 
the Saudi-based BJdieei 


Fireincki! Advisors, which 
mannas 1 ! regional stock 
markets. 

The Jordanian index was 
pu!Ied up b_v ssre-ne perfor- 
mance* by Arab Bank and 
Housing Bank for the week 
e rains rridax. Bakheei said. 


Meanwhile, the Kuwaiti 
bourse, the Arab World's 
second largest and which 
had shown strong sains for 
the past two weeks, plunged 
2.7 per cent to 2,273.90. 

Bakheet attributed the fall 
lo investor concerns over the 
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go\ eminent s economic 
reform plans. 

In Morocco, where the 
Casablanca Slock Exchange 
(CSE) index continued its 
upward trend, climbing 4.5 
per cent lo end the week at 
S33.35 points. 

The stock market gained 
two per cent the previous 
week, and has gained 24.9 
per cent since the start of the 
year. 

’ The report said the CSE 
surged as investors' demands 
rose on expectations of 
increased earnings by lead- 
ing companies. 

the Saudi market, the 
most highly capitalised in 
the Arab World, continued 
ju> recovery for a fifth con- 
secutive week, with the 
National Centre for 
Financial and Economical 
Information 1 NCFEI 1 index 
moving up 4.2 per cem to 
1 89.44" points. 

The Saudi gains, inspired 
by a surge in slock prices for 
the petrochemical giant 
Saudi Stale Basic Industries 
Corporation fSABICi and 
for electricity companies, 
almost completed the mar- 
kefs recovery. 

The NCFEI is now 1 just 3.2 
per cem below its level at the 
beginning of the year. 

Following the three lop 
gainers, Bahrain’s BSE 
index rose 2.7 per cent to 
2.212.44 points in trading 
dominated bv banking 
shares. 

Tunisia's BVM index 
jumped 0.3 per cent 10 
462.S3, while the Palestinian 
Jerusalem index increased 
0.2 percent to 163.12 points. 

Lebanon's BLOM index 
remained unchanged from 
the previous week’s end ut 
1,088.10 points. 

Other markets in the Arab 
World took a downward 
turn, the report said. 

Qatar's DSM index slipped 
0. 1 per cent to 1 1 8.66 after 
no change the previous 
week. 

Egypt's stock market look 
a sharper tumble w'ith its 
ESE General Index falling 

1.7 per cem to 381.86, and 
Oman's MSM index 
dropped 1 .9 per cent to 

357.07 in trading over bank- 
in 2 and investment shares. 
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Pocket dynamo AI Jaber 


France 


.■» 


the man for the big 


braces for 


Ivan the 


PARIS (AFP) — Striker 

■ 

Sami Al Jaber is Saudi 
Arabia's man with the gold- 
en boots. A provider as well 
as a finisher. Al Jaber plays 
a role in most goals scored 
by Saudi Arabia and his 
club side Al Hilal. 

Al Jaber is small physical- 
ly but devilishly difficult to 
knock off the bail. He loves 
to run at defenders and 
many of his goals come 
after evading tackle after 
tackle in the box. 

But he is just as effective 
when poaching inside the 
penalty area, his quick reac- 
tions leaving defenders 
lunging at shadows. 

Al Jaber had a quiet qual- 



ifying campaign by his 
striking standards but has 
hit a rich vein of form this 
year. 


He scored four of AJ 
HilaTs six goals in the quar- 
ter-final stages of the Asian 
Club Championship in 


Lebanon and hit the target 
twice as his club side beat 
Al Shabab 3-2 to win the'" 
Saudi championship. 

He also has a happy habit 
of scoring on the big occa- 
sion — he nabbed both 
goals which won Al Hilal 
the Asian Super Cup with a 
2-1 aggregate win over 
South Korea's Pohang 
Steelers last year — and 
will relish the opportunity 
to shine on the World Cup 
stage. 

Given any room in the box 
he will prove troublesome 
for the defences of France, 
Denmark and South Africa 
in the first round 


Terrible 


PARIS (AFP) — Ivan 
Zamorano is hoping to 
wreak more terror on 
Italy's defenders this sum- 
mer when the Inter Milan 
striker turns out for Chile 
at the World Cup finals. 

Zamomno faces all his 
familiar Serie A foes at 
France ‘98 after Chile 
were drawn with Italy, 
Austria and Cameroon in 
Group B. 

Now a crowd favourite 
at San Siro, his long road 
to Milan started in the 


Trouble 


Gascoigne ’s last chance 


abroad 


for Iran ’s 


to prove his greatness 


midfield 


heart 


PARIS lAFP) — Karim 
Bagheri is acknowledged 
as the heart of Iran's mid- 
field but he has had a quiet 
season with German club 
Arminia Bielefeld, finding 
it difficult to adjust to the 
foreign surroundings. 

He and Iranian teammate 
AJi Daei have often had to 
watch from the bench — a 
view of the field they will 
be spared in France. 

The pair are so beloved at 
home in Iran that Bielfeld 
football shirts bearing their 
names and numbers are on 
sale - but only on the black 

JW.fe9&/!P<k 

ing. their way back to the 

coffers of' Amtinia v s ' mer- 

c bandising department. 

Bagheri and Daei are 
close friends and rely on 
each other on the field too. 
even moreso at Bielefeld 
because neither speaks any 
German. 

Bagheri is a natural 
goalscorer and was the top 
marksman in the World 
Cup qualifiers. 

The lowly Maldives dis- 
covered just how lethal he 
can be when thev crashed 


PARIS (.AFP) — Paul Gascoigne, one of 
the most controversial players ever to pull 
on an England shirt, a is also one of most gift- 
ed — but the 1998 World Cup finals are his 
last chance to prove his greatness. 

Throughout a career ravaged by serious 
injury and dogged by scandal, the hyperac- 
tive Middlesborough midfielder has been 
the subject of more negative than positive 
headlines in the nation's newspapers. 

But his magical dribbling skills, irrepress- 
ible appetite for the big occasion, great 
vision and potency from deadball situa- 
tions, make him the most dangerous and 
creative England player of his generation. 
His mad-cap humour, practical joking, leg- 
endary generosity and almost child-like 
over-sensitivity have also made him one of 
the most popular characters in the England 
camp. 

A glittering career seemed to lie ahead of 
him after a sparkling display in the 1990 
World Cup. Some even declared that the 
highly-strung midfielder was ready to 
inherit the title of the world’s best footballer 
from Diego Maradona. Gascoigne, the ulti- 
mate showman, showed his time had come 
injltalia ‘90 when he thrived off the adrena- 
finand nervoui^^y-’tfea^comi from per- *• 
■ - ml nuiujonun wxh i>». «• 


forming on football's biggest stage. The 
tears which he shed after being booked in 
the semi-final against Germany catapulted 
him to early stardom. 

But since then Gascoigne, who will be 31 
in May, has shone only when injury and fit- 
ness have allowed. He became a victim of 
his own exuberance when, playing for 
Spurs in the 1991 FA Cup final against 
Nottingham Forest, he sustained a career- 
threatening knee injury after making a 
maniacal lunge at Gary Charles. He was out 
for over a year before he left for Lazio 
where he promptly broke his right leg in 
training after just a handful of games for the 
Roman side. He returned to Britain to play 
for Glasgow Rangers a yard or two slower, 
but remained central to the plans of then 
England manager Terry Venables. 

“There's no nastiness in him. He might 
just say or do the wrong thing or burp at the 
wrong time. He'll always realise his mis- 
take, but its too late," says Venables. He 
was welcomed into Glenn Hoddle's team 
and the England manager stood by him 
when a national outcry followed allegations 
tbar he-jbeat-up his former wife. — S"’ 7 * 1 


Chilean second division, 
with the teenager becom- 
ing top scorer (27) in his 
first season with Cobre 
Andino, back in 1986-87. 

He moved up to the first 
division with Cobresal, 
scoring 35 goals in one 
season before being scout- 
ed by San Gallen. The 
Swiss club brought him to 
Europe in 1988 and 
Zamorano repaid them 
with 33 goals in 50 games 


over the next two seasons, 
becoming the country's' 


top scorer in 1989/90. 

By now, Zamorano had 
established his reputation, 
and Europe's bigger clubs 
were sitting up and taking 


notice. 


>*U4n. 




History is on. Boksic’s side 


17-0 to Iran, with Bagheri 


scoring seven of them. 

The 24-year-old is also a 
ball-winner and strong in 
the air. 

Bagheri admits to having 
Bayem Munich libero and 
former Germany captain 
Lothar Matthaeus as his 
idol. 

He will come up against 
his replacement and 
Bayem teammate Thomas 
Helmer in the World Cup 
group matches, Iran having 
been drawn with 
Yugoslavia, the United 
States and Germany. But 
with his international 
record ‘of almost a goal a 
match will make him a 
threat to all three sides. 


PARIS (AFP) — Histoiy 
will be on Alen Boksic's 
side when he leads the 
attack for Croatia at the 
World Cup finals in France 
this summer. 

Boksic may have spent 
the past five years in the 
Italian Serie A, but the 28- 
year-old achieved star status 
and enjoyed arguably the 
best season of his foot- 
balling career in France, 
with Olympique Marseille. 

Now he returns for his 
fledgling country’s first 
appearance at the finals, 
deter min ed to silence the 
critics who claim he is a 
striker who can't score 
goals. 

Boksic's early career was 
a four-season spell with 
Hajduk Split, before arriv- 
ing in 1992 at Olympique 
Marseille after a brief stop- 
off at neighbouring Cannes. 

He led a charmed life in 
his first season at OM — 
scoring 23 goals in 37 
league games during a 


sparkling partnership with 
German veteran Rudi 
Voller. 

The performance guided 
the club to yet another 
league title and in May 
1993, Marseille won the 
European Cup; it looked as 
though nothing could go 
wrong for either player or 
club. 

It very soon did, though. 
The infamous Marseille 
bribery scandal, and the 
subsequent financial crisis, 
saw Boskic join Lazio in 
November 1993. 

The next three seasons 
with the Rome dub, and the 
subsequent one-year inter- 
lude with Juventus, has 
divided Italian opinion 
down the middle. 

Fans of the tall, powerful- 
ly-built Croatian say that he 
causes mayhem in oppo- 
nents defences and point out 
that during the Boksic 
years. Lazio were the most 
prolific side in Italy. 

Critics point out that hav- 


ing scored 23 for Marseille 
in one season, he didn't 
score that many in his first 
four in Italy combined (4-9- 
4-3). 

However. Boksic has 
bounced back with his best 
ever season in Italy A — 
scoring in six consecutive 
league and cup matches 
under new coach Sven 
Goran Eriksson and bring- 
ing his league total in the 
Serie A to well into double 
figures (excluding his 
strikes in the Italian Cup). 

A deflected shot from 
Boksic meanwhile sealed 
Croatia's place at France 
‘98, earning them a 1-1 
draw with Ukraine. 

Explaining his re-found 
scoring touch. Boksic says; 
“It’s because I'm more 
relaxed, but above all 
because I've got more con- 
tinuity." 


A six-year spell in Spain 
began with Seville in 
October 1990 and contin- 
ued with a move to mighty 
Reai Madrid in 1992 — 
arguably the best spell of 
his footballing career. 

He helped them win the 

JOSH-* g. 1 1 ■ a ^iii ' *t isn * i i 

. 'Spanish Cup m bis first 
- -season and 'there was a 
double celebration in 
1994/95. Zamorano’s 28 
league goals earned him 
the title of top scorer in the 
“Liga” and earned Real the 
championship. 

Zamorano can shoot 
with either foot but he is 
particularly feared in the 
air, despite being no giant 
at 1.78m. 

The move to Inter, then 
under Blackburn's Roy 
Hodgson, came in 1996; 
and it's been a mixed time 


ever since. 


The Serie A is an unfor- 
giving place for strikers 
and Zamorano became 
Ivan die Not So Terrible. 
In the league, he managed 
only seven goals in 31 
appearances and a total of 
13 in 47 matches between 
cup and Serie A. 

But if Zamorano remains 
popular, it’s because of a 
tremendous work-raie and 
a generous spirit towards 
his teammates. 


Drobnjqk a late starter for Yugoslavia 


PARIS (AFP) - Anton Drobnjak was a 
late starter at international level, but he 
is likely to be one of the key men for 
Yugoslavia at the World Cup finals. 

A prolific striker with rare flair, 29- 
year-old Drobnjak only made his 
national team debut in October 1996 — 
against the Faroe Islands. 

But his form this season as unfash- 
ionable Lens stormed to their first 
French League title has marked him as 
a man to watch. 

Not only is Drobjnak a scorer and a 
provider of chances, he is also perfect- 
ly at home in France, where he has 
played since 1994. 


Bom in Bijelo Polje in what is now 
Montenegro. Drobjnak played first at 
FK Buducnost alongside Dejan 
Savicevic and then at Red Star 
Belgrade before joining Corsican club 
Bastia. 

He joined a list of exciting attackers 
to play for the club. His predecessors 
included Dutchman Johnny Rep and 
Cameroon great Roger Milla. 

Drobnjak was a regular scorer in his 
three season with Bastia. helping the 
dub to a UEFA Cup spot this season 
.before they had to cash in and sell him 
to Lens. 

. “Anton was a tremendous success 


here, and very popular." but we had no 
choice but to sell him," said Bastia 
president Francois Nicolai. 

Italian clubs Lazio and Reggiana 
were reported to be interested in sign- 
ing the long-haired attacker and it came 
as a surprise when he moved to Lens. 

The coal-mining club from a city of 
only 35,000 have never enjoyed suc- 
cess like that Drobnjak brought them 
playing in tandem with Czech interna- 
tional Vladimir Smicer. 

He has the lot. He is physically very 
strong, is superb in the air and is a dev- 
astating finisher with a powerful right- 
foot shot. 


The striker, who endured 
six months of injury prob- 
lems after last July's 
friendly at Old Trafford 
against Manchester 
United, has meanwhile 
been the hero of Chile’s 
qualifying campaign for 
France *98. 

He scored 12 in a 23- 
goal partnership with 
Maicelo Salas: and with 
Salas scoring twice against 
England, there's little 
doubt the two men will 
cause more trouble this 


summer. 
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World Cup countdown 


with Franz Beckenbaue 




2) Television is becoming 
increasingly important in sports ./ 
coverage. -> 

- In the World Cup competition : f 

?- 2002. which is to take place in . - 

both Japan and South Korea, y; 
there are plans to fill stadia with 
70,000 and more fans — without \ ~ 
any game being played there or V; 

: players actually being present. 

Giant screens hundreds or even 
thousands of miles away are to be v 
erected to show the fans all the 

- football action. 

Of course it wasn’t always like y 

* this. j 

The question is: In which 

* World Cup competition was a , 
complete match televised for C.J 

i' the first time? ' 
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Solve the geography question daily to find the phrase at 
the end of Beckenbauer's World Cup countdown 


. •- ..x. r 








2) The parliament of this country 
is not located in the capital. 
Were there not a historical 
explanation for this, one could 
assume that the good taste of the 
members of parliament had been 
the reason. The town where the 
parliament is actually located is 
unusually beautiful and well 
known by seafarers from all over 
the world. Violence and crime 
belong here, more than any- 
where else, to the acute eveiyday 
problems. That two very differ- 
ent men won the Nobel Peace 
Prize some years ago for their 
efforts in trying to solve a con- 
flict, has changed little. The 
majority of the population is 
poor, although the country pos- 
sesses the most coveted natural 
resources imaginable. Even after 
28 years as a political prisoners, 
its most famous politician still 
has a wonderful laugh. After his 
release, however, family trouble 
made headlines worldwide. 


SOLUTION TO THE 
WORLDCUP COUNTRY CONTEST 
The phrase we are looking for offers a 
rather precise, though harsh definition 
of an ability considered indispensable In 
the world of diplomats. 


. i . 


Please fill in the respective letters in the 
corresponding positions: 
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Solution; 
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Please enter the letters of the country 
as instructed in the solution squares as 


follows;-' • ■ ■■■*■ i 

■ 

Fourth letter in position 25, 
Fifth letter in position 49. 
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The World Cup final 1990 which took place in the Olympic Stadium in Rome 
between Argentina and Germany. For me, as trainer of the German team, it was 
imperative to find someone to entrust with the difficult task of neutralising the 
star of the Argentinian t e a m . Diego Maradona, I was extremely lucky to have 
Guido Buehwald in the team, who mastered the job asked of him. At the end, we 
won the game 1-0 to become World Champions. 


83,858 sq km • Capital 1 . Vienna 
Population: 8.054.802 — 96.1 per sq km 
Principal language: German 
Annual GNPper capita: US$ 24.950. — (1994) 
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still showing evenings 
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Spaniard Albert Costa celebrates winning bis semi-final Italian Open match against 
compatriot Albert BerasateguL Costa won 6-3 4-6 6-3 to advance to the final and will 
play either Chilean Marcelo Rios or Brazilian Gustavo Kuerten {Reuters photo) 

A year later, Kuerten still 
looking for follow-up win 


ROME (AP) — Gustavo 
Kuerten hasn't won much 
since the French Open. 
Actually, he hasn't won any- 
thing. 

The rangy Brazilian was a 
pleasant surprise at Roland 
Garros a year ago, coming 
from nowhere to grab the 
Grand Slam for his first, and 
so far only, career title. 

He seems to have his clay 
conn game back in high gear 
ai the right time, moving 
steadily through the Italian 
Open to reach just his sec- 
ond semifinal of the season. 

TEvery day I feel I’m play- 
ing better,” the No. S seed 
said after beating Spain’s 
Fernando Vicente 6-3, 6-4 at 
the Foro Iialico Friday. 
“Sometimes J even managed 
to win some points 1 didn’t 
think would go in. I played 
relaxed.” 

Kuerten faced his toughest 
test of the week Saturday, 
when he played No. 3 


Marcelo Rios for a spot in 
the final. The day's first 
semifinal was an all^Spanish 
affair between No. 12 
Alberto Berasategui and 
unseeded Albert Costa. 

“I will be disappointed if 
don't do well there," 
Kuerten 

said when asked if he feels 
pressure as his one chance to 
defend a title approaches, 
‘‘but there will be other 
French Opens in the next 
few years, many more tour- 
naments." 

He became a star there last 
year, his personality as col- 
orful 

as the bright yellow shirt, 
bandana and shoes he wore 
on centrer court Friday. 

Asked if the rain which 
delayed the start of his 
match with Vicente was 
bothersome, Kuerten smiled. 
“When it started to rain 
strong." he said, “I started to 
think about being in my bed 


Lawyers Required 

B.A Degree achieved with not less than very good and 
postgraduate studies from an English speaking country, 
and a fair knowledge of computer. To work as fun time 
On Amman) Salary wffl be upon qualifications. 
Applicants are required to send C.V. To 

fax: 4628525. No latter than 25 th May 1998 


sleeping. 1 would have rather 
been there." 

He was wide awake 
against his overmatched 
opponent, dictating the pace 
and never letting Vicente 
into the match. 

Rios had his first difficult 
moment of the week in his 

quarterfinal with No. 11 
Richard Krajicek. The 
Chilean saved two ser points 
in the first set tiebreaker and 
won 7-6 (11-9), 6-3. repeat- 
edly whipping passing shots 
by Krajicek. 

Costa, who won last 
week’s German" Open, rout- 
ed No. 15 Michael Chang 6- 
2, 6-1, and may be the 
hottest player on clay right 
now. 

Costa has not dropped a 
ser since the first round at 
Hamburg, when he saved 
two match points against 
Andrei Medvedev. 

Berasategui, meanwhile, 
handled serve-and-volleyer 
Bren Steven 6-4, 6-2 Friday. 


Coronado’s 

Quest 

scratched 

from 

Preakness 


BALTIMORE (AFP* — 
Coronado's Quest was 
Scratched from Saturday's 
1 23rd running of the 
Preakness Stakes Friday 
with a bruised hind foot and 
Kentucky Derby winner 
Real Quiet was tabbed as the 
new 2-1 favourite. 

Trainer Shug McGaughey. 
who waited until Sunday to 
enter the rambunctious coll 
in the prestigious middle 
jewel of U.S. flat racing’s 
Triple Crown, was en route 
to Baltimore to saddle a pair 
of horses this afternoon and 
could nor immediately be 
reached for comment. 

The Wood Memorial win- 
ner was training in Belmont 
Park in Elmom, New York, 
and McGaughey planned to 
van the colt to Pimlico in the 
early hours of Saturday 
moming for the Preakness. 

Fearing his horse would 
act up at the crowded and 
circus-like atmosphere of 
Churchill Downs, 

McGaughey kept his horse 
out of the Kentucky Derby. 
The quirky colt has a ten- 
dency of freezing in his 
tracks when being taken to a 
saddling area and it was 
thought that McGaughey 
was leaning towards the Met 
Mile at Belmont Park on 
May 25th. which now looms 
as a distinct possibibity. 

Coronado's Quest was 
scheduled to break from the 
fourth post. All of the horses 
scheduled to be on the out- 
side of Coronado's Quest 
will now move one post 
closer to the rail. 

That will move Real 
Quiet, who won the 
Kentucky Derby two weeks 
ago, from the outside 11th 
post to the 10th. It’s a slight 
improvement, only one 
other horse has won the 
Preakness from the 10th — 
Greek Money in 1962. 

Real Quiet, wfio has won 
3-of-13 lifetime starts, has 
never posted back-to-back 
victories. 

With the defection of 
Coronado's Quest, Real 
Quiet, ridden by Maryland- 
based Kent Desormeaux, 
was installed as the 2-1 
morning-line favourite. 

Derby runnerup Victory 
Gallop, ridden by Hall-of- 
Famer Gary Stevens, is now 
the 5-2 second choice on the 
morning fine in the 1 3/16 
mile race. 

Arkansas Derby and Rebel 
Stakes winner Victory 
Gallop will break from the 
nine hole for Stevens, who 
picked up the mount in place 
of Alex Solis. Stevens guid- 
ed Indian Charlie to a third- 
place finish in the Derby but 
was left without a mount 
when the colt was pulled 
from the Preakness. 



A FURNISHED APARTMENT IN 
WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

Area: 220 sq.ni., second floor apartment Consisting of 
three bedrooms, two bathrooms, guest room, spacious| 
living room, veranda, independent central heating, 
telephone, maid room, modem equipped kitchen and 
puxurkws furniture. 

Please call Tel.: S66571 1 — Fax: 5664256 


LUXURIOUSLY FURNISHED APARTMENTS 


TELAA AL-ALI 

Brand new building, 6 luxuriously furnished apartments. 
Each 140 sq.m, consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, custom 
kitchen, marble dining, sitting and guest rooms, full time 
security guard, elevator. Unparalleled dramatic view with 
shops and restaurants less than five minutes away. 

Contact: Ghalayini Auditing & Consulting, 
Tel.: 461 9309, Fax: 461 9308, 
or Dr. Yacob Shaer, Telefax: 5662830 
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near east tourist centre swissair^T 

1*^ GENERAL SALES AGENTS FOR SWISSAIR 


Welcomes the President of 
the Swiss Confederation 

Mr. Fiavio Cotti 

Guest of 

His Majesty King Hussein 



Wishing Him and His Accompanying Delegation a Happy Stay in Jordan 


Kournikova ousts Hingis 


BERLIN (AFP) — Anna 
Kournikova stunned World 
No. 1 Martina Hingis 6-3, 7- 
6 (7/1) on Friday to advance 
to the semi-finals of the 
German Open. 

It was the Russian young- 
ster's first victory over Hingis 
in five meetings, and Hingis’ 
fourth defeat this year after 
two losses to Venus Williams 
in Sydney and Key Biscayne 
and on to Lindsay Davenport 
in Toky o. 

The 16-year-old Russian 
will now face seventh-seeded 
Conchita Martinez after the 
Spaniard overcame 16th seed 
Ai Sugivama of Japan 6-3, 6- 
3. 

In the other semi-final, 
third seed Jana Novotna of 
the Czech Republic takes os 
French qualifier Ameiie 
Mauresmo. Novotna rallied 
to beat eighth seeded 
Romanian Irina Spirlea 6-3, 
5-7, 6-3, while Mauresmo 
overcame Barbara Paul us of 
Austria 64, 62. 

Hingis was clearly tired 
after a recent campaign that 
has seen her win titles in both 
Hamburg and Rome. She was 
lethargic and made far more 
unforced errors than 
Kournikova, especially in 
overfaitting the ball. Her serv e 
was also vulnerable, and was 
often punished with a win- 
ning return. 

In contrast, Kournikova 
looked eager and was very 
aggressive, and her double- 
handed backhand, hit both 
down the line and cross court, 
was especially impressive. 
Whenever Hingis hit short. 


Kournikova was quick io the 
net to volley a winner, and 
she was equally competent 
from the baseline, with the 
power of her strokes clearly 
unsettling Hingis. 

Hingis gained the glimmer 
of a chance w hen Kournikova 
failed to convert three match 
points ai 5-3, with two of the 
opportunities lost on nervous 
backhand errors. 

Hingis also held two break 
points tor 6-5, but 
Kournikova remained com- 
posed and weathered the 
storm, and then surrendered 
jus: one point in the uebreak. 

"You don't have every day 
match points against the No. 
i player," said 14th seed 
Kournikova, denying she 
though! she had lost her 
chance when the first ones 
siipped away. 

“It was difficult for me to 
finish it, but I didn’t lose my 
concentration so that was 
great. I was a little bit frus- 
trated at 5-all. but I relaxed a 
iittie bit a: 6-5, and although I 
lost tiie next game I was 
ready for the tiebreak." 

Kournikova admitted to 
feeling intimidated in her 
previous battles with Hingis. 
Only ore. at the Australian 
Open this sear, was closely 
contested. 

“It was difficult for me 
menially playing against her 
because she has a lot more 
experience than 1 do. so 1 just 
tried to concentrate on my 
game and be aggressive and 
take control of the points 
early" said Kournikova. 

Hingis made no excuses, 


and clearly welcomed the 
opportunity to return home a 
few days early to begin her 
preparations for the French 
Open beginning in a little 
over a week from now. 

“I gave her a lot of chances, 
but she had a lot of great 
shots and was for sure more 
aggressive than me,” Hingis 
acknowledged. “I was always 
one step late because I was 
tired. Sometimes you win 
and sometimes you lose, and 
there is always something 
positive if you lose — I can 
go home tomorrow! 

"She played pretty well and 
served well and hit so many 
lucky shots and w'as so many 
times on the lines. Her back- 
hand down the line was pret- 
ty good today. I knew she 
could play tennis, but she 
didn’t really show it against 
me in the other matches. She 
was nervous all the time." 

Hingis knew she had 
missed an opportunity to turn 
the match around at 5-all. 

It would have been ideal to 
arrive at Roland Garros with 
another title under her belt, 
but Hingis was in no mood to 
mourn her early defeat. 

"1 won’t cry because of 
that. It's just another tourna- 
ment is over. I've had a great 
two weeks and pretty good 
matches at this tournament, 
and I will definitely be ready 
for the French Open,” she 
declared. 

Mauresmo, who was 5-1 
and match point down in her 
final qualifying match, 
gained revenge for her defeat 
bv Paulus at Amelia Island 


last month, which the 
Austrian took 7-5 in the third, 
and claimed she had learned 
from that dash noL to hurry. 

‘Today I took the time that 
I needed to beat her," said the 
IS year old. 

Since Mauresmo won the 
1996 French Open and 
Wimbledon junior titles she 
has struggled to make her 
mark at the senior level. That, 
she explained, was because 
she had not expected the 
jump in standards between 
the junior and senior circuits. 

“When I came out of the 
juniors 1 thought everything 
was going to be the same in 
the seniors,” said Mauresmo, 
now ranked 65 in the world. 
“It took me time to realise 
that I had to work a lot hard- 
er than I was in the juniors if 
I warned to be a top player. 
That took me a year, and step 
by step it was coming. I prac- 
tise differently now — I push 
myself a lot more than I used 
Co. 

Novotna won a ragged vic- 
tory over Spirlea to reach her 
fourth German Open semi- 
final. It was an uninspired 
and uninspiring match in 
which neither player took 
control. Martinez advanced 
by outsteadying Sugiyama in 
a spirited baseline battle. 


Monica Seles’ father dies 


CLEVELAND (AFP) — Karolj Seles, 
father and coach of United Slates tennis 
star Monica Seles, died at age 64 follow- 
ing a long illness, an agem for the former 
WTA Tour world number one said Friday. 

Seles, of Hungarian origin but from the 
Yugoslav town of Ujvidek near the 
Hungarian bolder, died Thursday in 
Sarasota, Florida, after a five-year battle 
with cancer. 

Seles, who had been suffering for some 
years from cancer, passed away with his 


world-famous daughter at his side, said 
International Management Group 
spokesman Stephanie Tolleson from the 
agency's offices here. 

Before looking after the career of his 
daughter, a multi -Grand Slam title win- 
ner, the elder Seles had worked as a cari- 
caturist for local Hungarian language 
newspaper Ujvideki Magyar Szo. 

The family moved to the United States 
in the late I9S0s as 24-year-old Monica’s 


career began to take off. She lost last 
week in Rome and returned home to be 
with her father for the past week. 

Karolj Seles was diagnosed with 
prostate and stomach cancer in 1993 and 
last watched his daughter play in person 
last August in Atlanta. He is also survived 
by Ester, his wife of 35 years, and his son 
Zoltan. 

Services will be private. The family is 
in seclusion. 
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The Arab Potash Company Limited 
Invitation To Tender Contract No. APC/SP1/46/98 

Sait Mushroom Dredging - SP1 

2nd Stage 

The Arab Potash Company Limited (APC) invites tenderers 1 to tender for Dredging Works in Pan SP1 which 
forms part of the Solar System kx&ted at the southern end of the Dead Sea, Safi, Jordan. The scope of 
work to be carried out consists of dredging of Salt Mushroom, reefs and salt formations to a depth of 2.0m 
from the operation brine ievel of Pan SP1 with an approximate area of (30 km2). The dredged materials 
shall be used to construct salt dikes within the Pan SP1 by the contractor, it is expected that the contract 
period will be five years. 

Interested Marine Dredging contractors having experience in similar works or hard materials dredging can 
tender to this contract taking into consideration the following: 

1. The Tender Documents can be purchased from the Procurement Department at APC’s Head Office 
in Shmeisani, Amman, at a non-refundable fee of JD1 ,000 (One Thousand Jordanian Dinars) or its 
equivalent in a freely convertible currency for each set 

2. Tenders must be accompanied by a Tender Bond from a bank licensed in Jordan in the form of a 
Bank Guarantee in the value of JD300.000 (Three Hundred Thousand Jordanian Dinars), in accor 
dance with the specimen contained in the Tender Documents. The Tender Bond shall be valid for 

1 65 (One Hundred and Sixty Five) days from the closing date of the Tender submission. 

3. A site visit will take place on Monday, June 08, 1 998, tenderers 1 representatives shall gather at 0800 
hours Jordan local time at APC's Head Office in Shmeisani, Amman. 

4. The closing date for submission of Tender shall be 12:00 noon Jordan local time, Tuesday, June 30, 
1 998. The validity of Tender sftall be 1 20 (One Hundred and Twenty) days from the closing date of 
the Tender submission. Tenders to be submitted to APC’s Head Office in Shmeisani, Amman. 

For any clarification you may contact APC’s Projects Manager on the following 
Plant Site address: 



PLANT SITE-SAFI 

HEAD OFFICE, AMMAN 

P.O.«Box 
Tel. : 

Fax : 

1470, Amman 11118, Jordan 

00962-3-377121/2/3 

00962-3-377130 

1470, Amman 11118, Jordan 

00962-6-5666165/6 

00962-6-5674416 




^ 



N. AI Sadoun 

General Manager 
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Suharto faces growing 


demands to step down 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Indonesian President Suhano 
on Saturday faced mounting 
calls to step down, with a 
Christian group and academics 
from a prestigious state univer- 
sity joining the growing cho- 
rus. 

The executive board of the 
Indonesian Christian Parti- 
cipation. Paridndo. released a 
statement that “approves a res- 
ignation of Mr. Suharto as 
president of the Republic of 
Indonesia. - ’ 

The statement, read out by 
Secretary-General Supardan, 
said it was made in response to 
“worrying incidents which we 
have gone through in these 
recent times." 

Paridndo. which claims 
some three million members 
across Indonesia, said it was 
also “uniting itself * with strug- 
gles of the students and popu- 
lation to demand reforms. 

‘‘What we want is succession 
and reforms and the two can- 
not be separated.” said 
Paridndo chairman, former 
parliamentarian Sabam SiraiL 

Earlier Saturday a group of 
academics from Indonesia 
University (UI) led by 
Chancellor Budi Santoso, met 
with Mr. Suharto at his 
Cendana residence to tell him 
of people's aspirations, includ- 
ing calls for his resignation. 

Mr. Santoso told journalists 
after the meeting that Suharto 
had said he would step down if 
the people no longer trusted 
him and demanded his resigna- 
tion in a constitutional way. 

“At any time, if it is felt by 
the people that be is no longer 
wanted, go ahead, but it should 
be through a constitutional 
way" Mr. Santosa said, quot- 
ing Mr. Suharto. 

“He is a president not 
because be wants to but 
because it is based on a respon- 
sibility put on his shoulders by 
the legislature," he added. 


Death toll climbs toward 400 


JAKARTA (AFP) — The death toll from riot- 
ing, arson and protests this week in the 
Indonesian capita) climbed towards 400 on 
Saturday as more charred remains were recov- 
ered from burnt shopping centres. 

Rescuers found 1 13 charred bodies in the 
ruins of a three-storey shopping mall torched 
during rioting, according to latest police and 
Red Cross figures, as the grisly search for 
more bodies continued. 

First Sergeant Suhaidi of the district police 
station said the remains were found in the 
Ciledug Plaza which was among the shopping 
centres torched during a wave of rioting and 
looting on Thursday. 

“We are not excluding the possibility of 
more bodies,” be said. Ciledug Plaza is locat- 
ed in West Jakarta, where the worst violence 
occurred Thursday as mobs pillaged shops and 
burned homes. Nearly 200 people died in the 
residential and commercial area, including the 
1 13 whose bodies were pulled from the mall . 

The other major scene of mayhem was east 


Jakarta, where more than 100 people died in 
the Yogya shopping mall. Sixty-five died in 
North Jakarta, three in the south and one in the 
city centre, latest figures showed. 

Fifteen other people including six students 
and three soldiers died in street violence earli- 
er in the week triggered by higher fuel prices. 

In Ciledug. chaired bodies were put into 
black plastic body bags which were immedi- 
ately hauled into a waiting truck, which would 
leave once it was full to be replaced by anoth- 
er. an Agence France Presse photographer 
there said. 

The fires had raged since Thursday and only 
parts of the gutted mall had been explored, 
said Dadang of the local district office. 

“The fires are still burning in some ports of the 
building and we still have four units of fire engines 
working up to heavy rains began.” he said. 

He said hundreds of people, from the com- 
munity and the local administration, as well as 
police and military were involved in the 
search. 


Calls for Mr. Suharto to step 
down have already come from 
students who have been stag- 
ing protests across the country 
since February to demand 
reforms. 

The students said the govern- 
ment. undo 1 Mr, Suharto, had 
failed to address Indonesia's 
current crisis by engaging in 
urgent and comprehensive 
reforms. 

They have also called for a 
special meeting of the People’s 
Consultative Assembly (MPR) 
which last held its five-yearly 
meeting in March and returned 
Mr Suharto to power for a sev- 
enth consecutive five-year 
tom. A coalition of 56 leading 
public figures and inteBecmals 
Thursday set up the “People's 
Council”, a moral movement, 
which immediately called on 
Mr. Suharto to resign. 

The council includes outspo- 
ken Islamist leader Adrien 
Rais. popular former 
Environment Minister Emil 
S alim and scores of human 
rights lawyers, economists. 


journalists and artists. 

The Indonesian Association 
of Legal Aid and Human 
Rights, a leading human rights 
watchdog. Friday also joined 
the call for Ml Suharto to 
resign. “Because an 
Indonesian political system 
that guarantees human rights is 
only possible with a new, 
democratic government,” the 
association said in an open let- 
ter sent to Agence France 
Presse. 

Ml Suharto cut short a visit 
to Egypt on Thursday as unrest 
broke out in Jakarta and in sev- 
eral other towns following the 
death of six students gunned 
down by security forces during 
a peaceful protest hereTuesday. 

He has since vowed tough 
action against rioters and loot- 
ers and ordered the review of a 
fuel price increase blamed for 
igniting the rioting. 

The Jakarta Post said leaders 
of Kosgoto, a social organisa- 
tion under the umbrella of the 
ruling Golkar party, have 
called upon Ml Suharto and 


Vice President Bacharuddin 
Jusuf Habibie to return the 
mandate given by the people. 

Kosgoto leaders said the 
MPR should reconvene to act 
on calls for the president to step 
down. 

The Post said 15 retired 
senior aimed forces officers 
who fought alongside Mr. 
Suharto during the struggle for 
independence from Dutch rule 
50 years ago also called for an 
MPR session to process resig- 
nation motions. 

Ml Suharto would Saturday 
he will reshuffle his two- 
month-old cabinet after House 
Speaker Harmoko, accompa- 
nied by his four deputies, met 
with him. 

The cabinet line-up has been 
criticised by many for includ- 
ing incompetent figures and 
reflecting cronyism and nepo- 
tism. 

Mr. Harmoko said the presi- 
dent had told him he will take 
every step in his power to safe- 
guard the continuity of the 
nation. 


Iraq ’s main refinery in urgent 


need of spare parts — official 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq's 
largest oil refinery is in 
urgent need of repairs to 
maintain production, which 
is already 40 per cent below 
capacity, an oil executive 
said in remarks published 
Saturday. 

Iraq's Beiji refining com- 
plex, 210 kilometres north 
of Baghdad, was designed 
to chum out 480.000 barrels 
per day but is now able to 
produce only 290.000 bar- 
rels per day. said director 
general of oil refineries in 
northern Iraq AJi Hameed 
Saleh. 

The plant is in urgent 
needs of repairs and spare 
pans to maintain even that 
level of production, said Mr. 
Saleh. 

The sprawling complex 


was severely damaged in 
allied bombing raids during 
the 1991 Gulf war. 

U.N. sanctions imposed 
after Iraq’s 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait bar Baghdad from 
selling all but a limited 
amount of oil to buy food, 
medicine and other humani- 


tion to the Beiji refinery, 
there is another major refin- 
ery in the southern city of 
Basra and several smaller 
refineries across the coun- 


tarian goods. 


Mr. Saleh said none of the 
proceeds from those oil 
sales has been allocated to 
upgrade Iraqi refineries. 

“There is an acute short- 
age of spares and produc- 
tion and operation equip- 
ment.” he said. His remarks 
were carried by the govern- 
ment newspaper AI 
Jumhouriya. 

Iraq refines some 700.000 
barrels of oil per day, Iraqi 
officials have said. In addi- 


try. 

The U.N. Security 
Council agreed earlier this 
year that Iraq could boost 
exports under the oil-for- 
food deal from $2 billion to 
$5.2 billion when the cur- 
rent six-month phase of the 
oil deal expires on June 3. 

U.N. oil experts have said 
Iraq needs $300 million in 
spare pans to upgrade its oil 
industry in order to increase 
the exports. 

The U.N. Security 
Council has not yet given 
Iraq permission to purchase 
the spare pans. 


Germany arrests Hamas member 


MUNICH (AP) — State 
investigators suspect a 
Hamas activist in Germany 
of planning a suicide bomb- 
ing in Israel and have 
arrested one Palestinian 
man. a news weekly maga- 
zine reported Saturday. 

The 30-year-old man sus- 
pected in the plot was 
arrested by Hesse state 


investigators in Darmstadt, 


south of Frankfurt, the 


Munich-based Focus said 
in an advance of a report to 
appear in Monday's edition. 

Investigators hoped to 
make additional arrests in 
coming weeks and were not 
willing to discuss the inves- 
tigation. Focus said. 

The magazine, which did 
not identify the suspect, 
also did not cite sources for 
its report. Officials at the 
Hesse state law enforce- 


ment agency could not be 
reached for comment 
Saturday. 

Focus said a foreign intel- 
ligence agency had provid- 
ed German investigators 
with the first information 
about the suspected mem- 
bers of Hamas, which 
opposes Israeli-Palestinian 
peacemaking. 


Arab-American groups mark 


50th anniversary of nakbeh 


NEW YORK (AP) — About 
two dozen Arab- Americans 
protested outside the United 
Nations on Friday, saying the 
creation of the state of Israel 
50 years ago had displaced 
many Palestinians and 
destroyed whole villages. 

The protesters, who dis- 
played quilts representing vil- 
lages they say were destroyed, 
said 800,000 Palestinians were 
forced out and hundreds mas- 
sacred. 

The brightly coloured quilts 
were embroidered by former 
residents of the villages, the 


protesters said. 

As the quilts were being set 
up at Dag Hammenskjold Park 
— across the street from the 
U.N. building — someone 
used a black marking pen to 
deface the Anti-Defamation 
League (ADL) building next 
door with a swastika. 

Police and organisers of the 
quilt project — which includes 
members of the American- 
Arab Aid-Discrimination 
Committee and the Union of 
Arab Student Associations — 
woe there at the time but no 
one reported seeing foe act 


The protesters said they 
were repulsed by the incidenL 
“This is as mud. a racist 
expression against us as foe 
ADL.” said Tom Abowd, a 
member of the American- 
Arab Anti- Discrimination 
Committee. “Our group is 
made up of Jews, Christians. 
Muslims, Arabs and non- 
Arabs. We are an eclectic 
organisation foot is repulsed 
by the swastika.” Police are 
investigating the act as a possi- 
ble bias crim e, said 
spokesman Lieutenant Dennis 
CiriMo. 


Demirel 


charges EU 


with seeking 


to divide 


Turkey 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkish 
President Suleyman Demirel 
has accused EL) nations of seek- 
ing to divide Turkey by reviv- 
ing a post-Worid War I treaty 
that had envisaged the creation 
of a Kurdish state. 

“Most of our problems with 
the European Union (EU) stem 
from foe fact that many in 
Europe would still want to 
revive foe Serves Treaty.” Ml 
D emirel was quoted as saying 
bv the Istanbul-dailv Yeni 

m 

Yuzvil on Saturday. 

Under foe 1920 Serves Treaty 

— signed between foe victors 
erf Wodd War I and foe prede- 
cessor of foe Turkish Republic 

— a Kurdish state was to be set 
up in whai is now southeastern 
Turkey. 

The treaty also envisaged 
Greece controlling Turkey's 
Aegean coast and Istanbul 
under joint control of Western 
forces. 

The Serves agreement was 
replaced by the 1923 Lausanne 
Treaty — dictated by the 
Turkish nationalist leader 
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk. 

‘The Luxembourg summit 
decision [by foe EU] to exclude 
Turkey from foe EU is a politi- 
cal one,” Mr. Demirel said, 
adding: “But despite this move 
Turkey is a European entity and 
will remain to be so. 

“There are efforts for 
Turkey’s division by creating a 
Kurdish stare, but these efforts 
will fail" Mr. Demirel said. 

At the Luxembourg summit 
in December, EU leaders reject- 
ed Turkey’s appeal to be includ- 
ed in foe bloc's enlargement 
plans in the foreseeable future, 
citing Ankara's poor human 
rights record, tensions with 
Greece and economic prob- 
lems. Angered by the move 
Turkey severed political dia- 
logue with Brussels, saying EU 
membership was no longer its 
top priority- Mr. Demirel's 
remarks marked the first public 
statement by a Turkish leader 
linking Ankara's rejection by 
the EU to alleged European 
efforts to divide Turkey. 


JUST FOR THE PRESS: British actor Hugh Grant kisses U.S. actress Jeanne 
Tripplehom on the lips as they pose for the press in Cannes Saturday. Both are in 
Cannes to promote their up-coming movie "Mickey Blue Eyes" daring the 51st 
International Film Festival (AP photo) 


G-8 backs U.S. in 


Mideast peace bid 


BIRMINGHAM (AFP) — 
The GS countries said 
Friday they were “deeply 
concerned" with the stale- 
mate in the Middle East 
peace process and strongly 
supported U.S. efforts to 
break the deadlock. 

“We are deeply con- 
cerned at the continuing 
stalemate in the peace 
process with concluded 
agreements not yet being 
implemented.” the Group 
of Eisht countries said in a 


joint communique. 

They said that the United 
States had presented “a 
package of constructive 
and realistic ideas” includ- 


ing a second Israeli rede- 
ployment and urged all 
parties to agree on them. 

“We welcome Palestinian 
agreement in principle to 
these ideas, which if 
accepted by all sides, 
would lead to the resump- 
tion of the final status 
talks," the G 8 said. 

“We call on Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders to 
refrain from unilateral acts 
which pre-determine the 
final status negotiations 
and undermine" confi- 
dence,” they added. 

The G 8 — Britain. 
Canada. France. Japan, 
Italy. Russia. Germany, 


and the United States — 
said they were determined 
to work with all sides in 
the Middle East peace 
process, mentioning Israel, 
the Palestinians, Syria and 
Lebanon 

“A resumption of Israeli- 
Palestinian negotiations 
would build confidence in 
the region and help to 
restore momentum to the 
peace process as a whole,” 
the communique said. 

The Palestinian peace 
process has been effective- 
ly stalled for over a year 
after new Israeli house 
constructions were allowed 
to go up in east Jerusalem. 


Human rights groups: death toll 


is four in Gaza, one in W. Bank 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Two Palestinian 
human rights groups said 
Saturday that four 
Palestinians were killed in 
Israeli-Palestinian clashes 
earlier this week in the 
Gaza Strip, and not eight 
as claimed by the 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA). 

The Israeli army said 
Saturday that the casualty 
figures had been inflated 
intentionally by the PNA 

to provide a reason for 
more violence. However, 
one human rights 
researcher said the higher 
death toll was a result of 
the initial confusion and 
not intentional. 

The two groups, the 
Palestinian Human Rights 
Monitoring Group and the 
Palestinian Centre for 
Human Rights, said they 
conducted their own sur- 
veys and found evidence 
only of four deaths. The 
only death in the West 
Bank, was never in dis- 
pute. 

Thursday's fighting 
between Israeli troops and 
Palestinian protesters in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
was the worst in 20 
months. By the afternoon 
of that day. Major-General 
Abdul Ra-zzaq Majaideh. 
head of public security in 
the Gaza Strip, announced 
that eight Palestinians had 
been killed in Gaza. Maj.- 
Gen. Majaideh did not pro- 
vide a breakdown of 
names, ages and home- 


towns at the time. 

Later in the day, the 
director general of the 
Palestinian health ministry, 
Imad Tarawiya told a news 
conference that the bodies 
of four Palestinians had 
been brought to hospitals 
and that “we have heard of 
four other dead.” Mr. 
Tarawiya then read out 
eight names. 

The number of deaths is a 
highly sensitive issue 
because both sides were 
accusing one another of 
bearing responsibility for 

them. 

Israel said Palestinian 
officials incited the vio- 
lence: Palestinians accused 
Israeli troops of excessive 
force in quelling the gov- 
ernment-organised demon- 


strations. 

Lt. Col. Sharon Grinker, 
an Israeli army spokesman, 
said the PNA inflated the 
numbers of those killed 
and injured “with the pur- 
pose of inciting further 
anger” 

Raji Sourani of the 
Palestinian Centre for 
Human Rights and Bassem 
Eid of the Palestinian 
Human Rights Monitoring 
Group said they sent field- 
workers to hospitals and 
the families of those 
reported dead. Both sur- 
veys found that four people 
had been killed. 

A separate survey by The 
Associated Press (AP) also 
found evidence of only 
four deaths. The clan 
leader of one of the other 


four allegedly killed said 
no one had died in his 
extended family, and an AP 
reporter met one of the 
other alleged victims alive 
in a hospital. 

The dead are: Ashraf 
Arram. 22. of Rafah: Samir 
Fayyad. 35. of the village 
of Qarara: Zamil Wahidi, 
52, of the Jebaliya refugee 
camps; and Mohammad 
Jneid, 22, of Jabaliya. The 
fifth man killed was Ismail 

Shehadeh. 24. of the 
Kalandia refugee camp in 
the West Bank. 

Mr. Sourani also said a 
total of 7 1 Palestinians 
were injured in Gaza, but 
did not provide a break- 
down of how many were 
hit by live rounds and rob- 
ber bullets. Mr. Sourani 
said 25 were in serious and 
three in critical condition. 

Mr. Tarawiya had given 
two different figures for 
injured in his news confer- 
ence H4 and 120 , 
respectively. Mr. Tarawiya 
di d not return repeated 
telephone calls from AP 
on Saturday, which is a 
working day for the min- 
istry. The health ministry 
scheduled a news confer- 
ence for Sunday to discuss 
Thursday's events. 

Mr. Sourani said his 
investigation showed that 
Israeli troops had used 
excessive force and that in 
many instances. they 
opened fire when their 
lives were not in dansrer. 
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LONDON (AFP)t^ 

BBC journalist 
a senior cabinet 
the same question 
— and still foiled#^ ; 
straight answer —hashed 
given a top award. TO 1 
Royal Television Soctefjr - 
presented Jeremy Paxman 
with an award for interview 
of the year Paxman, who is 
renowned for his 
and front, was questic 
former home 
Michael Howard last ycfcF- 
in a row over the running : 
of a prison on the Isle of 
Wight He asked Howard A 
he bad stepped in overpri&j^ 
ons chief Derek * ■ ^ 
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responsible for running 
jails. “Did you threaten to 
overrule Derek Lewis?” ~ 
Paxman asked, repeatedly 
going back to “did you, yes 
or no?” every time Howard : 
avoided a direct answer. . 


France grants 
asylum to Algerian 
transsexual 
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PARIS — France granted 
political asylum to an 
Algerian transsexual on the 
grounds that the individual 
risked persecution from 
both sides in Algeria’s 
bloody civil strife. The 
government board which 
gave political refugee sta- 
tus said the transsexual was 
in danger in Algeria from 
Isl amis ts seeking to over- 
throw the government. 
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spirit of Northern 
Ireland peace deal 

DUBLIN — An Eel farm 


nth nude 


of 


split in half by the Irish 
border is set to become the 
Island's first cross-border- 
commercial fishing project, 
demonstrating the spiriUof 
Northern Ireland's peace 
deal. North-South coopera- 
tion on a coordinated pro- 
gramme of development 
for the eel industry will 
generate some $2S million 
annually for ' the whole 
Island, Marine Minister 
Michael Woods said in a 
statement. The eel area 
straddles the border near 
Ireland’s western border 
and is equally split between 
Northern Ireland and the 
Irish Republic. “We can 
only develop this if we do 
it together,” a department 
official said. ‘Eels know 
no borders.” 
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duo gets 
Hollywood star 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Sonny and Cher’s hit *T 
Got You Babe” made them 
stars more than 30 years 
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stars more man ju years . rT ui>e 

ago. They finally have con- ^ ^ no 

Crete proof. "I couldn't be — Aruv/, ^-ard the 


happier today if I were 
twins. It's so cool,” Cher 
said Friday as she unveiled 
the couple's star on the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame. 
“I too think it's long over- 
due, but it’s perfect tim- 
ing.” It was a posthumous 
honour for Bono, the 
entertainer- turned -politi- 
cian who died Jan. 5 when 
he skied into a tree at a 
South Lake Tahoe resort 
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Susan Lucca falls 
short at Emmys 
for 18 th tim e 


NEW YORK — Soap 
opera star Susan Lucci lost 
out again at television's 
daytime Emmy Awards, 
faffing for the 18th time to 
win the lead actress hon- 
our. Lucci. who has played 
the self-obsessed Erica 
Kane on ABC's all my chil- 
dren for 28 years, stood her 
best chance in years of cap- 
turing an Emmy at foe 25th 
annual awards ceremony at 
radio city music 'hall, 
according to some critics- 
Although critics said Lucci 
added depth and maturity 
to her character, the Emmy 
went to Cynthia Watros, 
who portrays Anni e Dutton 
on CBS's guiding tight. AD 
my children won the award 
for outstanding drama. 
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